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hits just keep on comin’! 
The summer continues to heat up as we follow 
ay 


ap last issue's preview of Top Cow's Battle of the 

lanets with an equally magnificent preview of WildStorm's 

'upeoming ThunderCats mini-series (page 36), beautifully 

drawn by Superman artist Ed McGuinness! It's simply 

amazing how the '80s have come back in such a big way! 

‘While you're sitting by the pool, learn more about hot 

Marvel Editor Axel Alonso (page 50) and why so many 

teators in the biz are dying to work with him, Then while you fire up the 

Darbecue check out our feature on the recent samurai/martial-arts surge in 

comics (page 56) and our special report on Marvel's new, controversial 

Project, The Truth (page 14). And between Frishee tosses on the beach feast 

Your eyes on a couple of fantastic sketchbooks by the talented crew at Top 

Gow (page 30) and up-and-comer Phil Noto (page 44), who's drawing Jimmy 
Palmiotti's newest title, Beautiful Kitier. 

Tiow that some of you probably have a summer reading lst from school, 
but you can't miss our big feature on the Top 100 trade paperbacks of all 
fime (page 62). You might want to add some of these on there! And for you 
‘gamers ont there don't miss our report on what went down at this year's 
Electronic Entertainment Expo (page 96)—you'l! be amazed! 

On behalf ofthe staff and myself, thanks to all of you who joined ws for our 
first-ever Wisard World East in Philadelphia. It was a rousing success, 20 
Jook for an even bigger convention next yoar in the City of Brotherly Lovel 

See you back here next month! 


Sincerely, 


Fx 


Gareb Shamus 
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ellulite on the thighs is a problem. Celluloid on the brain? 
Not a problem. 

Seems like a lot of youse got movies on your mind, Mail this, 
‘month was dominated—Yea, vorily dominated!—by discussion 
of the Academy Awards, “Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back,” 
“Daredevil” and even a little thing called...what was that 
name again? Oh, yeah—“Spider-Man,” Check out “Quick 
Hits” for merry Spidey missives. Check out the rest of the col 
umn for other movie messages. And conspiracy theories. 
Yeah, gotta have them conspiracy theories... 


bu he never man 


Ronnie G. Brown Il 
Bolivia, NC 


Scott Morse, interestingly enough, could not be reached for 
‘comment. Our best undercover investigators, however, placed 
him at several Chinese restaurants recently, where he was 
observed completely avoiding eating rice and instead going 
straight for the hot-and-sour soup. Methinks something is afoot. 
‘Tremble before the power of rice! But know that that ain't 
nuthin’ but a thang compared to...the hair conspiracy! 


Reggie Manlungat 
Parafiaque City, Philippines 


Annoticeably feisty Ruse writer Mark 


| 
Waid says, “I's the testosterone, gizly 
boy. Wanna make something of it?” 
| But after proper plying with bathtub 
Spider-writer J. Michael Straczynski caved 


gin and hot-and-sour soup, Amazing 
inand gave up the goods. “Go ahead and say 
it's testosterone poisoning because we're just 
that much more MEN than comics writers with 
‘more hair,” Stracrynski says, “It's safer than talk- 
ig about the secret meoting the six of us attended 
eight years ago in Bolivia, wherein we made a pact 
with Satan that in exchange for our lovely locks, we 
would be given writing powers and abilities farbeyond those of 
mortal men, All we have to do now is get three more on board J 
{in the next two years so that on the 10th anniversary of the 
Summoning we can return to Bolivia with a full coven of nine, 
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Whoa! he wake ef ick called “Spider-Man,” this month's “Quick 
itis all Spidey, a the tne. 


"Veneer Ma’ mow, togh the SY was py prt: Ad Kt 
st masa wont ry Je” 
—Garth McMurray, memurrayl10@yahoo.com 


"Sper Man ae Thi tht amie moss. Gt he whe! dn a 
in poring ala wig for Wht wo pet need” 
Baron Cameron, Florence, Al. 


"dot ik anyptiog cud tap he et Sperm’ a, bt we hve eine 
lend in‘pidern™ 
Patrick Wait, docwait@es.com 


"Wy ny xi st Side Maas hat tr ri My Sad as ey 
sash coed fe re atin” 
—Paul Friedlander, New Orleans, LA 


“Spy ined sng it cay, Sa Rain dl NOT cnice 1 tat Paver 
ager ees at cc. ing Wile en amar ka it at et i ic” 
Daniel Soucy, danielZ2@videotron.ca 


“ral hed te Sc amv We be bed ach i So Stn” 
—Joseph Morton, 
smarsthebringerofwar@kotmail.com 


"St Sam Ra rect vey cari bok maaan em are ot ay” 
—Carla Benning, Cerritos, CA 


F Sper ay dean, Few sm6e king fara ti and 
‘Sree! Marl cn am mai gat mie” 
—Gerald Young, Bessemer, KL. 


"Ws sane tht thy ct San e's fn fem th ‘SpiderMan ave, Bot at was 
ie fc san fia on acre fort sect, aca i* 


“Teva ice tig thee ac homapes sock the 

‘abl own Spidey ay es der (ust Aman Saer- 
an #4 oe) Spier Aan" 

Bob Green, Lexington, KY 


"The ‘Spider! ee wat ewe 
lewis secon. Se, Sider pers 
anit fey, bt he da ad the 
‘ce sexed vey” 
—ola Phillips, Los 


‘Toe st toagh the bad te 
Pfr Paras pret cning back the stchaneth ‘ee 
Saga! Bt | st sth Spider a’ move, dking back, 
vest oe hing te ay: Soy va ber te get” 


and shall put our heads together (now you know where 
that phrase comes from) and via the moonlight reflected 
from the top of our heads, open a doorway through which 
the Elder Gods will at last return. Then shall we vanquish 
‘the fully-haired upstarts like Neil Gaiman and the rest of 
‘the Follicularum Mallefarius, and we shall rule for a thou- 
sand years and there shall be cheerleaders for everyone! 

Okay. I hear Bolivia's nice, and I’m gettin’ a bit 
patchy myself. Can I join? 


Dear Jim, 
Inge my shochu wathed the Oscars the ceric st 2 
frothy bony sbbed your wrk andere Bob Soke 
Back thucfor sre you wera shoo for Bes Sport Aco: 

This is an atrocy, nd | strong elev tha rue ede ns 


should boycott the Academy Awards unl there isan apology pre- 

‘ented to you: | encourage fans to not watch the Oscars next year 

if this is not resolved. Furchermore, fans should avoid buying any 

‘Academy products such as Oscar Meyer brand meat products, tol= 
letries and underoos 

‘Alan Myers: 

Lebanon, MO 


Chee, thanks for the support. Your sentiments are echoed 
by no less an august personality than Kevin P. Smith, 
waiter/director of “Jay and Silont Bob Strike Back" and a 
‘member ofthe Motion Picture Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

“Bre you kidding me?” Smith exclaims. “Based on 
this egregious oversight, I'm refusing to attend the 
Oscars next year. Granted, I've never attended the 
Oscars anyway. But still...” 


Dearest Wizard, 

Lucky mall otis to onthe 
carpet the 2002 Academy Award! 
‘Ad who should be the rat “tar 
‘Bmted upon? Alex Ross; who did the 
‘ficial pester ar for this yea’s Oscars. 
| shouted his mame and he posed 
Key forthe photo here, He deans 

up nicely, dent you think? 
Erin Tapken 
Marion, 1A 


‘All the way from Iowa to Hollywood, Is there no distance 
stalkers won't stalk? 

‘Whereas I will agree that Alex cleans up okay—and 
Treally like his tie—my rage remains intact! Idon’t give 
arat's ass if Alex Ross gets front row seats and free pop- 
corn. I still ain't buyin’ Oscar Meyer hot dogs. 


Jimmy, 

Dorin the bike-riding “ET.” spoof scene in Kevin's Smith's “Jay 
and Silent Bob Strike Back,” there is a man in ed tights rolling 
around on the ground. This man looks amazingly similar to 
Daredevil, and since Ben Affleck is slated to portray Seftor Matt 
Murdock in the upcoming “Daredevil” film, | suspect that the 
aforementioned red-tights-boy s supposed to be Daredevil him 
self. Does this mean that Smith and Affleck knew this way back 


‘Heit fate acre? Je hr soit 
Tet re or oe cmc pry 


‘when “)SBSB” was in production? 
Jon Van Ryn 
icemage24@eol.com 


A-yup. And here's a double-secret 
bonus note that'll win you a free beer 
or a game of Comic Book Trivial 
Pursuit some day: If you look reeeaaal 
close (ormaybe pause it on DVD), you 
may see a man wearing a backwards 
“Daredevil” baseball cap. That's none 
other than “Daredevil” writer/direc- 
tor Mark Steven Johnson himself. So 


the real “Daredevil” director was The TOP 10 REASONS 
tina Seen to sell your comics to us: 


How's that for attention to detail? 


10. WE PAY TOP DOLLAR 
Dear Wizard, ‘We pay more than the competition, whether you want CASH or store credit! 
Wy do vilins spend so much time ting 9. WE LOVE TO TRADE 


and so lie time king? tf! was the Green 
GGobn and | had Spider-Man tied up ina chair, 
‘send him into the next world instead of 


‘We pay more when you trade your comics for credit. You can choose from our 
thuge selection of back issues, graphic novels, and more! 


fheg hm he chance to escape. Why are 8. WE BUY ALL GRADES 

seemingly a the vais in comics stupid, clumsy ‘They're called Good and Very Good for a reason, arerit they?! 

fools who don't know when to pall the trigger? 7. WE BUY ALL AGES 

Capahaee) ‘Modern, Siiver, Bronze and Golden Age Comics are ALL on our ist! 

era iy 6. WE BUY IN ALL QUANTITIES 

Stan “The Man” Lee himself has the | __50™2{olks have 1 comic, some have 1,000,000. We'l buy tom ANYONE! 

aanwer: “The reason's so obvious feel 5. WE MAKE IT EASY 

foolish explaining it. Ifthe villain killed Our online system is the EASIEST way to sell comics ANYWHERE! 

beter piece 4, WE CAN COME TO YOU 

Maier alice ran, 1 come to your large collection if your colecton can come to 

ten would cease, the artist and wrt 

vould be unemployed and it would be 3. WE ARE HERE TO HELP 

the start ofa chain reaction leading to a Don't know a lot about comics or grading? Call us Mon-Fri QAM - 5PM CST. 


‘Ask forthe back issue department at 1-817-860-7827. 


2. WE WILL ALWAYS BE HERE 
Lone Star Comics has been buying and trading comics and colectibles 
since 1963, We're going tobe here when you need us! 
41. WE BUY MORE THAN JUST COMICS 
Hi dim, Have collectibles such 2s toys, action figures, and magazines, too? 
Asa comic colecor ona budget, ioe the idea Wi buy end rade for ose, es wal 
1 lOcene comics (rine cots rom Mare. | OR MANY MORE REASONS, JUST CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE: 
Sarees ot forthe od comic here and here, 
mtinioF te pasbite! esatraies | WWEBUYCOMICS.COM 
buy ane copy to putavay and have another to | cat 17-6727 ena ue ydegnetanic coef pu ae 
red. That's thinking smal, hough Lave Siar Conic St E Aram St fg, TX TEC daca hr nebo ig 
Tanking of redecorating? Them 9cene comics 
cha alse Oo erate ca Fick DNA ed OO Se a 
ci fet Four #60 Mack Waid wouldve warned that wayt understand that Marvel Comics ows the rights tothe “Ukravese 
(Oh, excuse me jus hada ete spill here. thine’ time for | characters. Do they have any plans to resurrect such characters as 
svotherBotmon: Tie 10Cent Adventur, Thats a lO-cent adventure {Prime or Nightman? They coud fc perfect inthe Marvel Knights 
a ouecleaning, hat is or MAX lines. 
° Adam St. Onge ‘Andrew Busse 
anexus@sympatico.ca _ Odessa, TX 


ational recession,” says Stan, who's 
always been kinda fond of a paycheck 
himself. “Shame on you for suggesting 
‘hat we rain the American economy!” 


(Guess the toilet paper joke is just too easy here, huh? | Hee, hee! Ultraverse... 
Speaking of budget 


The meqetalntd creator f this mont’ beet ervope takes home a 
ste Be Dane trade pagetack, uray oD Comics DCs soon fr dara 
ing ther tu tou, we owe them bigger than header JSA gus ome Berita 
Aut: leo inca a clearly pied retun adress andl of characters 
eit on the back af the eneloe 


HUNTER, Lite il, Gnd, cA 


PHOENIX, tino fs, lew Yet, RY 


In more words, we turn to 
Marvel's Iron-fisted Czar of 
Information, Bill Roseman: “Sure, 
Andrew, I can just see it now: 
Ultimate Sludge! The Further 
Adventures of Hardcase!” the Czar 
sayeth with dripping sarcasm. 

“1'm sony, friend, but that par- 
ticular bad purchase—among the 
many we made during the dark Ron 
Perelman ownership years—had to 
be the worst. So you can understind 
why we currently have no plans to 
bring back any of the characters we 
acquired through the Ultraverse 
buy-out, But if there’s any compa- 
nies out there interested in trading, 
give us a call...we may even throw 
in Kickers, Inc. 


Dear Magic Words, 
In Ultimate Spider-Man, will Gwen Stacy die 
she did in the original Amazing Spider 
‘Man seriest Or will Mary Jane, maybe? 
Caleb Wimmer 
Jewel Ridge, VA 


Ultimate writer Brian Michael 
Bendis ain't telling. Just ask him. 
‘Kin’t felling,” he says. “But the 
Ultimate Dr. Doom and the Ultimate 
Baron Mordo are going to team up 
and use the Ultimate Ultimate 
Nallifier to get rid of that annoying 
Jewel Ridge place to build a Super 
Kmart, Thear.” 

Man, those bald Bolivian coven 
writers. They sure can get ippy. 


But P’moutta lip service forthe time 
being, It's been a hoot. Until next 
‘month, I xemain. 


: 
wan 


byMikelCotton| 
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‘TRUTH’ mini-series rewrites Marvel history, recasts 
original CAPTAIN AMERICA as a black man 


jarvel Comic's first black 
smuperhoro wasn't the Black 

Panther, luke Cage or 

even the Falcon—it was 

in America, 

No, not the square-jawed, blond-haired, 
bhe-eyed beefoake Steve Rogers, Before 
Rogers ever gota dose of the super-soldier 


serum that transformed him into the 


Anerican ideal made human—a perfect 
fighting machine for democracy, apple pie 
and the American way—there was another 
‘Captain America, an African-American hero 
Marvel never told you about 


‘With this fall's Truth mini-series by writer 

forales and artist Kyle Baker (King 

Deri), Marvel Comics unveils the ditty side 

ofthe super-soldier program that created 

Gapfain America. 

"While [Truti] is centered around black 
ters, this isn't only a ‘black’ story,’ 

(Morales, “Allhistory is shared history, 

snd hope fans will leave the book mindful 

he different worlds we all live in." 

In this in-continuity tale, planned for 
betnoon five and six issues, it's revealed 
thatthe American government used human 
guinea pigs as test subjects to see if the 
saper-soldier serum was ready to be used 
on Stove Rogers. 

"Well, they wouldn't test this program 
onblond-haired, blue-eyed white boys like 
Seve Rogers,” chuckled Editor Axel Alonso, 

People who know what the word 

Tuskegee’ moans know it. There's areal history to where 
‘Anerica got its first super-soldier and it's a dirty history. 

etween 1982 and 1972, the United States Public Health 

Service conducted an experiment on 399 black: 
Inte stagea of syphilis in Tuskeegee, Ala, The men, for the 
‘most part illiterate sharecroppers from one of the poorest 
counties in Alabama, were never told what disease 
suforing from or ofits seriousness. Informed that they 
being treated for “bad blood,” their doctors had no intention 
fearing thom, The study was meant to discover how syphilis 
aiiected blacks as opposed to whites—the theory being that 
wttes experienced more neurological complications from 
syphilis whereas blacks were more susceptible to cardio- 
vascular damage. 

Truth will follow three bi 


can 


in the 


.ck men from the days just 


‘THE RST CAP? Manes 


issue #1 will introduce three men, one 
guy, another who's kind of black middle- 
se and.a third who's upper class. One of them will become 
the first super-roldier—the first Captain America.” 
‘Recording to Alonso, the decision to drastically alter Captain 
[America’s origin wasn’t a move that Marvel treated lightly. 
“(Marvel President] Bill Jemas had the idea to make 
Captain America in the Ultimate Universe black and that 
incited some fan fury and frenzy of ‘Oh, no, how could you 
do that?” recalled Alonso, “That was very intriguing to me— 
that fans were so upect by even the idea of [Captain America 
being a black man,]" 
But according to Marvel Editor-in-Chief Joe Quesada, Truth 
won't change Cap's 60-year history so mach asitwill hance 


august 200: [ 15} 


~ ‘Well, they wouldn’t test this 
program on biond-haired, 
- blue-eyed white boys like 


J 


it. "The beauty about Truths that it doesntalter Cap'shistory 
ata" explained the B-LC, “it's more an addition to the Captain 
[America legend, actually one that makes itricher and mach $ 
ore realistic, And keeping with the real world is something 
{hat we always strive for at Marvel.” 

‘The idea so infatuated Alonso he began calling top wit- 
erste discuss the idea— including 100 Bullets co-creator Brian 
Azzarello and Hulk writer Brace Jones, both of whotn loved 
the idea, But Alonso didn't see either of them actualy wait. 
ing the series, Originally conceived as an out-of-continuity 


Marvel Knights’ Cap tackles 
America’s toughest problems 


‘Change sneak he oy what's ben arvond vce Ward 
Wark 

‘Whe this os Tosh min-eries may aer Cap Arc’ is- 
‘tory forever, i's vat the only adjustment Cop's dealt wit lately. After 
canceling the Cantar America ongeing series aed relaunchiog it under 
‘the eco, mere violent Marvel Knights imprint, Marvel's seen Cop's 
prey st Takao large part ae Cassa tik artrk 
and writer Jo Ne Reb’ aby to make Capa erica nt abe 
apenas or ward dominates bt aboot Aeris, he te ae 
Joged 28 sotto, 7 the Daca Top 100. 

"1 koa ho you cod ite Captiva witht saying 
‘seething abot America,” sdbnited Ney Reber. “I see Cap net se 
uch 25 the defender ofthe Aercan sats or, bet as the Gender 
fhe Amara etn When the Avera realty catches up with the 
vec eam, Cap wit be abet rir. Butt tl he.” 

‘Whe the wet doer het reveal at's stor fc Cap after the 
cored Erne that de ih te et of Sept 1 adhe 
‘war on errors, Hey Ricber said he has dei plans fe continue covering 
orton sty mater a Cap, 

fe very strongly that Cop ces be abot the ough questions 
‘ey Reb sed.“ yoo rely want peopl to conser a guestion, ys 
‘ane ta atk th geeton in he gh ay. Tha’ tog, And saxo 
‘here etre ny easy answers tothe quests that were faced with 
25a pel, aon That's tougher” 


_ Steve Rogers.’ 


Startling Stores tale like Azzarello's recent hit Banner, Jemal 
and Quesada perceived the series in a different way. 

“Inever thought they'd let me f- with continuity 
way,” said Alonso, "But they were very excited about expor| 
ing it into Marvel continuity. Because of that, we'l 
have Captain Amorica—Steve Rogers—cameo in the bec 
His path, and this other black Captain Armerica’s path, 
cross and Steve Rogers realizes thatif not for the color oft 
ran’s skin he could have been what Steve Rogers becotnes 
Dut this guy never had that chance.” 

While Marvel and Alonso are still keeping tight wrap 
on just how the story of Trath will unfold, Alonso did rove 
the ending wouldn't be the average comic book ending, 

“The point Robert's making with this story is ver 
strong, very poignant and very unrelenting,” reveal 
Alonso, “It's a very uneasy ending. This book is about pol 
itics, it's about race, it's about humanity and 
depravity—man’s depravity to each other,” 

‘While Alonso and Marvel ae riding high ona string of suc 
cesses, such as. Michael Straczynski's Amazing Spider- Mas 
and the hip X-Force revamp, both hope Trath will be anothe 
cnitically-acclaimed, fan-ermbraced project. All involved 
realize Truth could be seen as a stunt or gimmick 

“I's not a change as much as itis a deepening of Cap’ 
nyt,” explained Morales. "Heroism has as mucho do with 
tifice as it does bravery. And here we learn about the terribi 
sacrifices that led to Steve Rogers’ transformation." w) 
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Tour where the meting’ held as become loge as The Trasher sce 
0 fw iteas ever pet apprive 
ORIGIN-MANIA Wit he exces fdr oer th st er, lok fora 
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‘According ta soures at Marve there ae akeady vgn sores panned or 
the Fanta Fur and Spider-Man, 
SS AT I les been yeas soe 
‘inter Alex Ross has dene mantily conic 
works Maelo King Core, but dent 
be surprised if sos nfo ast or ight- 
‘sue Manvel min-seris soe tn son 
SUPER-MARK? Sources at DC say that 
Mark Waid wi finaly get is chance at t= 
ing a Superman project later tis year, 
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Seres, nolan ongoing tle, 
UNDER AGENTS, HO! Now tat thy hove te rights to ener, 
DE continues to hander fore semi the tsa Thad Ages 
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later this year, 

EAR KRUEGER? Wier Jn Kivger petty purchased a care 
plete run of restore 
beck sues online, fel 
{ng the rumar thatthe 

Eart Xwrter may be tokng ona Nuclear 
Man nth ti 
REAL Al ll T Rumors 
Fave it that Hasbro and Marva re in neat 
tons fra possible GL, Jolt Men rosoer 
for some tine fate ths year, 
FR 8! Conic at 
Tegend Frank Frazetta was recent 
tacked by tha Rottwelers while 
\istig a fiend, The 14-year-old 
artist was able to fend off 
the dogs long enough for a 
ielghbor to come t hi 
and Frazetta escaped 
unscathed, 
ci The 
‘ols at Conan Properties 
are shopping the comic 
‘iso Cane te Batra, and no tht eventing ois et again cic, 
‘eral pblishes are chmping atthe bt to ad Conan ote eter, 
TI DEMAND Veteron comio ats Steve Shroe is done with 
fis “Mtr rove work, thas yt to resurface inthe coms bi, Amul 
‘he of publishers ae chasing eter, bot Stroce eens set on deogig 
‘new craton property. And Skroe's neh, Hak cover 
AxtstRaare Andrews 0 being wooed by several pubishers looking to 
‘on hit fo an exes, 
0 BOY BEBOP Fathorn artist and Top Gow superstar Mike 
Ter ray provide covers for an wpconing issue of Tokyonons Cowboy 
Bsbep comic, 
E:T 61, doo publisher Dest Dui moling around 
‘hele of ding Bd J: The Moe spel hat poke some ihthearte) 
fu atthe og caroe’s controversial nl, 
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‘HAWK-OWL A HOOT 


New ‘Ultimate’ book takes light approach 


1: next Marvel “Ultimate!” book is,..not what you'd 


‘TV sitcom writer Ron Zimmerman and Tangled Web axtist 
Duncan Fegredo will roll out Ultimate Hawk-Owl, The 
Adventures of Hank Kipple as a six-igsue mini-series in 
September. The half comedy, half-superhero title is part of 
‘Marvel contest in which the new book will face off against 
a relaunched Captain Marvel #1 by Peter David and 
CiisCross, and a new book called Marve 
by Marvel President Bill omas and artist MD. 
Bright that follows a time-traveling billionaire 
from our future, The book that maintains the 
highest sales numbers for six months “win, 
and the losers are faced with public dunk 
tanks and pies in the face, 

In Ultimate Havek-Ovr, a brand-new 
superhero looking for a sidekick goes 
toan orphanage, He recruits the oldest 
boy there who has the least chance of 
belng adopted. The boy, Hank Kipp! 
‘becomes the sidekick, Eventually 

“Hank's not excited about jumping | 
intoa suit,” Zimmerman noted. “He gets 
‘what any boy would consider the great- 
st shot ever, but reacts toitthe way a 
onmal human being would react. This 
fs dangerous stuff alter all” 
IM MaAUOHLIN 


LEGENDARY DC CREATOR 
KANIGHER PASSES AWAY 


Fi of on a TES eee 
niphc ain cocoa Satan 
a meen eon puedanay May i ceeehe 
Dow kim aa wee Sd el vn ene ee 
ide a eof AE ear 
olin wen tha incuiod wuts one eee her 
Hones ee 
According to Kubert, ‘Xanigher will be missed as a friend 
and colabemar “Idinkhe mulled easter 
Wrrsouc liber mpd aula taeeee ae 
fede Gi neon ea 
(> ¥225 oF stutt mat macio me do the better 
Bey... “tality work! was able to achieve.” 
acc eccr ee 
NS eee 


OF 00s crecited wit begining the 
Silver Age of comics, 
Kubert said many artists thought Kanigher 
pte a curt erator to work wth, but Kubert 
fottat was jut Kanigher's demand fr excallence, 
(BF “Lonce asked him where his ‘rough’ attitude 
AAR core fom,” revealed Kubert. He totd me, T have 
short orn patience at all for lack of alent I think 
he just wanted the best” mM 


SPIDER-PHYSICS F its anew age for the JLAL 


ae DC plans on pulling out all the stops during this summer's JLA meye-event “The 
Obsidian Age.” Nat only does the team disoover that Aquaman might have survived his 
tragio death in last summer's “Our Worlds at War” cressover, but there may be a whole 
‘ew JLA to look forward to in August's issue #69. While DC has decided to remain 
‘tight-lipped as to who the new members might be, here’s a few candidates that Wizard 
‘thinks just might make the cut. 


FIRESTORM 

Wy tis ay ito th JL oti eons. Lets a he Nok 
Man's easily oe ofthe mest power ees in the DCU, nd with 
‘seven of the DCU's mightiest out of commission, the new JLA's defi- 
ity gma pws, Not tment, wl de al as 
‘been pining after Firestorm since he toak ever LA 


NIGHTWING 

The team's going to need a new Batman figure, and whe better ta 
Day resent detente than Batman's master apprentice, Nghiing. 
Pius, withthe Bat-famfy becoming more dysfunctional than the 
Jacksons at an open ba, Dick Gassn's gona bein nee of a now 
support group, ODDS: 5 


DONNA TROY 
‘ter serving her te wit the Titans, it’s time for Wonder Weran's 
Fite sis to move upto the big feagus. Packing the same powers a3 
her elder sibling, Donna Troy cauld deftly come in handy when it 
‘comes te hand-te-hand combat. She's in. ODDS: 5-1 


GREEN ARROW 
Its been anil since the JLA has had «resident archer, and Olle 
(een is ready to prove himself once again. He's got the years and 
ould prove to be an invaluable teacher to a team of upstart, 
ODDS: 15-1 


HAWKGIRL 

seems ke al Hani wants tlyn both SA and Hemant 
ing but distance between her and her Thanagarian counterpart, 
Hewman. Joining the LA wil defintely gve her plenty ofthat. Pus, 
every superteam needs that certain someone who goes berserk every 
ow and then, and Hawkgi’s ne angry lady. ODDS: 


IMPULSE 
The JLA needs a speedstr, and knpulse neds t finally grow tp (and 
‘ut that dar hat), Here's is chance to prove to everyone that he's 
nite anymore, a wl paying an neil een OCs pre 
‘mier superteam. ODDS: 1 


WAR, WHAT IS IT 6000 Fo! 


FLASH FORWARD 


He, dono your ees; his guy's the mast powerful man in Holywood 
| he can get the black hole talent that fs Carrot Top these 1-800- 


COLLECT commercial gigs, who knows what other soperpowers he 


SIMON SAYS MORE TRANSFORMERS 


Classic robot writer Furman returns with two projects slated for fall 


joxget Megatron—Dreamwave is pulling out one of the 
‘Transformers higgest guns, 

Dreamwave has tapped 
simon Furman—the writer 
beat nown for his acclaimed 
Transformers work for 
Marvel during the *80s and 
'30s—to pen several new 
‘Transformer projects, 

The first is October's 
‘Transformers: The War Within 
‘which takes place during 
ybertton’s distant past and, 
hrercis the first encounter 
between rivals Optimus 
Prime and Megatron. Ths six- 
issue, monthly rnini-series 
swllnot only give fans the his 
‘oric revelations behind the 
‘warbetween the Autobots 
‘avi Decepticons, but intro- 
duces all-new, “original 
versions of favorites like 
Optimus, Megatron and 
Iunblebee, The series also 
narksthe debut ofartistDon 
‘Rlan Figueroa, 

Transformers: Generation 
Jattist Pat Lee can hardly 
contain his enthusiasm about 
the opportunity to work Fam 
alongside this Transformer veteran. 

“i{should be incredible,” said Lee, “He's going to answer 
alotof the questions about the history of Transformers. I's 
ping o bring a new flavor to our world.” 

‘iso in October, look for Furman to collaborate with sev- 
‘al Dreamwave writers and artists on an as-yet untied series, 


which serves as ahandbook similar to Marvel's Transformers: 

Universe guides ofthe 1980s. Giving reatiers a comprehensive 
Generation One history, 
this four-issue, 96-page 
‘monthly wil feature all-new 
artwork and biographies 
for over $50 Transformers. 
Dreamwave also hopes to 
enlist several high-profile 
artists to lend thelr talents 
to the project, 

TheU.X-based Furman 
hhopes his arrival will tum 
‘both old and nevrfans onto 
‘Transformers, 

“My fervent hope is, 
that amongst all these 
amazing sales figures are 
‘some stats that belong to 
new readers,” explained 
Furman. “Nostalgia’s fine 
up to a point, but if 
Transformers is going to 
last another 18 years, we 
need now bloc 

Old school Transfans 
should make note that 
U.K. publisher Titan 
Books is te-releasing sev- 
eral of Furman’s classic 


‘Transformer 


‘Target 2006, which reprints the very hard to 
find U.K. storyline this August, And in September, keep 
‘your optics peeled for Transformers: Dark Designs which 
collects the first six-issues of Marvel's ‘90s Generation 2 
JAMES M<DONOUGH 


mini-series, 


DARK HORSE CONDUCTS NEW TALENT SEARCH 


(Ci Internet access? Got aniidea for a comic series? 

Ifyou answered yes to both questions, then Dark 
Horge Comics wants you. 

you've always had a dream of breaking into comics, 
Dark Horse has your hook-up. Just log onto www.dark 
horse.com/stripsearch and 
‘enter your idea into the “Dark 
Horse Strip Search” contest 

“The Dark Horse Website fs 
receives thousands of hits every 
day, and we thought this would 
bea great way to showoase some 
new talent,” explained Strip 
Search Bditor Adam Gallardo. 
“thal of the hits on the site, this 
vill provide extensive exposure 
foraspiring artist.” 

‘he rules for the contest are 


siruple, Each month, Dark Horse will choose four short-story 
submissions and post them on their Website. Fans who visit 
‘he site will hen get the chance to vote for their favonte sub- 
rission, and the monthly winner will receive a Dark Horse 
pprize package and be included in an anthology tiled The Best 
of trip Search. Recording to Gallardo, 
vriters wil noed to pair up with an artist, 
tobe considered for the contest 

“At this point, the contest seems to 
favor writer/artist teams,” said 
‘Gallardo. “Butfa group of people want 
I] to get together for a pitch, that’s per- 
fectly legal." 

‘Atthe ond of the year-long compe- 
tition, a Grand Prize winner willreceive 
$1,000. The rules are available on the 
‘contest Website, along with list offre- 
quently asked questions. ll CASEY SEUAS 
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io RENAE AMERICAN BEAUTY 


Cap G0th-anniversary hardcover snags top talent 


lorancld dude, Captain America looks pretty good. Then again, the patiotichero, 
‘ereatedin 1041, has the best talent in comics keeping him sharp, This fll, Marvel 
Comics releases Captai 
aturing short stories by Alex Ross, Frank Quitely (New X 
heese's Bvan Dorkin andl many more to celebrate al 
re'Sa first look at Ross’ artwork forthe proj 


80S MANIA With bot 22 oe snd Transtormer beelykeepog ols jonsing in check, we 
‘eta became fil town rst inks wth he wari Tundra Bett ofthe Pets 
rss mois ne Theis aoc bck ad we cant wa frre sped nat 
there's rrr of He Man ad th Mets of he Une retum | 
FABLES #4 (Vertigo OC) Wier il Wingham (Pater as raed a mane ny ne 
‘Seis cal Fates toring a cast of iy tle chrels-Sow Wt, Rese Ret, Kog Cale 
that have ata tok op esiece a madam dye Yor Gy. te see of Pee 
Senin ig tut on is chek ina fancy restaurant, hen bedding he wares estes 
ng ineaton oft to cme we hope ths sees lasts hay eve ater 
HUMBERTO RAMOS’ ‘SPIDER-MAN’ 
fj (Marvel Wh th ket paella cola 
Honea Rane es bce foun, te 
art ae he Geen Gobi in Petr Pao: 
Spike te nest ke, Ranos hese 
abt kas onions land eet 2s Pa 
«kok wes hina pies nur fees 
‘dong wth bcs and nga that ake they 
Apu et dot, 
MARVE 
W ttni 


Jawe-dropping scubls,insne articulation 30 
Dont!) and dead-on paint jobs. of 

Captain America, Hulk and 

ton Man Gia). Ton qual fi 

ity + the coolest comic 

characters = YOU BUY NOW J 


GREEN GOBLIN CHARGED WITH MAILING FECES 


the Green Goblin's att again. 
‘Not content to smash box office 

cords as the villain of this summer's 

hit “Spider-Man,” the web-slinger's 


rman waron the citizens of small town 
in Ganada, complete with prankphone 
calls and feces mailing, 

In late May, police in Belleville, 
Ontario arrested 40-year-old Eric Bird, 


who allegedly sent over 100 
envelopes containing cat feces and 
human urine to doctors, fast food 


NEW CREATIVE 
TEAM NAMED 
ON ‘SUPERMAN’ 


eve Seagle and Scott McDaniel are 
packing their bags for some new 
igs Metropolis, USA. 

DC has announced that, starting 
wih Jenuary’s issue #190, Seagle (The 
(Casades) and McDaniel (Ratan) will 
bo the new cteative teatn on Superman. 
They replace Jeph Loeb and Ed 
MeGuinness, who move to the upcom- 
ing Superman/Batman series. 
According to Superman Group Editor 
Bide Berganza, Seagle and McDaniel 
tave one plan for their approach to the 
Man of Stee!—amp up the action. 

“Briefly talking about our plans, 
both Steve and Scott want to be kicking 
butt with Kal,” Berganza stated pub- 
licly, “I don't know how much pie 
eating there will be.” 

Speculation onthe newteam for D's 
flagship hero began after it was 
‘amounced that Loeb andiJim Lee would 
be taking over Batman starting with 
October's issue #608. The latest 
nnduncement puts to rest any rumors 
that Superman: Man ofSteel would be fac- 
ingcancellaton, and thatthe current MoS 
creative team of Mark Schultz and Yvel 
uichet would be shufled to Superman. 

While Loeb lauded the Superman 
he couldn't resist 
‘aking parting shot—in est of course. 

“We were sort ofhoping thatthe guy. 
‘who does Beanworid (Larry Marder) 
vould take over so we'd look ke heroes,” 
jpledloeb. “instead, Eddie Berganza has 
‘bund probably the second mosttalented 
aristother than McGuinness—atDCin 
YeDaniel, And Seagle has the distinction 
fing the only writer Tim Sale would 
eave me for.” mS 


replacement 


businesses and modia outlets in the 
area, Bird signed each package as 
either “Norman Osborne” or "The 
Green Goblin.” 

In addition to claiming to be the 
Green Goblin, Bird also peppered his 
packages of love with insults, 
addressing one such package to “No 
Hair Testicle [Dr, Blank,” reported The 
Kingston Whig Standard newspaper. 

In keeping with comic continuity, 
the Goblin’s anties were foiled by his 
own stupidity, When the Goblin called 


police from a pay phone at a stip club 
fo mock the anthorities about stopping 
the feign of terror he had wrought on 
Belleville, an officer on duty recognized 
the background noise from what he 
believed to be the Boo Club, a nearby 
gentleman's establishment, 

Moments later a group of officers 
spotted the faux-Goblin still on the 
‘pay phone and tackled him before he 
could unleash a barrage of pumpkin 
bombs or escape on his high-tech 
glider, MMC 


MAD TOWN MEGA SIGNINGS: 
uy 


signe TRANSFORMERS 
G1#4 & ARMADA #1 


THURSDAY JULY 11TH 5PM~-7PM 


JOE(QUESADA\&: 
BILEJEMAS 


SIGNING THEIR NEW HARDCOVER 


2000-2001: FANBOYS & BADGIRLS 
BILL & JOE'S MARVELOUS ADVENTURE 


THURSDAY JULY 25TH 
‘SPM-7PM 


ALLISIGNED)BOOKS: 
AVAILABLE ONLINE! 


“EOMICS 


TIMES SQUARE, NYC 


15 
Imidtowncomil 


40th st, cor. 7th ave,, NYC 40048 (800)411-3344, (212)302-8192 


a 
OF? ALL GOMSS 
& CRAPS NOVELS: 


Cs"com 


“Hon 
white Shad 


| GATCHAMAN—HOME OF THE WHITE SHADOW 
| httrtww.chrenlesite.com/gatchaman’ 

| Th rece f Bate ofthe Pet rn Top Cow hs mth iy 
| dean etnies wh din | 
|i rot is pt pet ooo iO te Web, tie i | 
pes, feuenty pte ie on Each, the anime TV sees on | 


3 iw tn pny tis ns vs 
Black 2 ( 


+40 (WidStarm/06}-a preview ofthe upcoming 
uch by Chis Creme nd NE Gaza 
nb 13 cents ny tt: won. gentc0m 


Sy ht Fn ste: 


wor helays netfindependence 


5 te greatest mltneda event ofthe 
some stats ad a Weinedes or Wicad 
‘Werd Chicago 2002! Get tickets at www.wizer 


wecon. 
2.3 hone este role: Eafione the Move” 
fram Bana is ras 0 DD tay Ofc ste: 


Ee eae of Extarinay Gentenen 
Vol 3 (WiSom/00), Non Ware and Kein 
(el ete th ret Rea ees the pst 
to combat an ina of Earth by Varta! So 

ns Mare 
le lose: 


http://www.seethru.co.uk/zine/south_coast/ 
helicopter_gamehtm 
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BACK IN BLACK & WHITE 


Ross, Sale tackle Batman special 
eerie ete 
itor the much outed succoss of 168s Batman: Back White 
callegion, DC has announced they wil publish anew volume of 
Batman: Black & White stories which previously appeared as back- 
up tales in Batman: Gotham Keights. However, with ait ofthe 
ius fop ceo ranging oe Bian Azar fm neo joka 
Byme, it’s clear that these stories don''t take a back seat to anything, 
Ifthat's not enough incentive to pick up the star-studded trade, 
lack & White Bitor Mark Chiarello mentions that his volume wl 
festare Sve never hefore-soen stores, “Thad been wanting Alex 
Ross to do Black & While story since we did the original eres, 
anil he finllyhad ie finetodoone, ower inlad 
ssa story he dia with Paulin” see Chive, 
Fans can expect all-new stories from Chris 
Sal. ‘Claremont, Steven Seagle and 
fT otiey Puckett. 
When asked if any Black & White 
lotiek st03d\0m4 as hie petaonal 
favorite, Chiarello was quick to point out one 
inparcler.‘Thave to say tabard 
Tot just eying jt because hejust 
passed away—but Bob Kanigher 
rote a really nereting story and Kyle 
Baker did a killer job with it,” said 
ces 
\ ofa mer and an ais. yea 
genius, but pulling him ona 


WA 


Dry Taithes stand poccedoa 
really, really wel 


CHAOS! PAIRS A DEADLY DUO 
Lady Death, The Crow team up for crossover 


say misery loves company. 
‘This September, Chaos! Comics unites James 0’Bar’stor- 
tured angel of vengeance, The Crow, with ts very own mistress of 
mortality, lady Death. Tentatively tiled lady Death/The Crow #1, 
‘his 32-page one-shot writen by Obergeist's 
Dan olley with art by Romano Molenaarfoa- 
‘ures the two pigmentally challenged heroes 
joining forces to ibexate a tortured soul. 
‘The crossover seemed like a perfect ft 
toLady Death creator and Chaos! head hon- 
cho Brian Pulido. 
“The idea of a Lady Death/The Crow 
etessoveris irresistible,” exclaimed Pulido, 
“Lady Death's story is dark, gothic and 
By striven by love and vengeance. The same 
for The Crow. The results will be explosive.” The tragic tale fol- 
Jows.a New York photographer named Michael Shaw, who in typical 
(Crow fashion returns from the grave via the guidance of a mysti- 
cal crow on a mission to avenge those responsible for the brutal 
‘murder of Shaw and his wife, Sensing that a mysterious sorcerer has 
imprisoned the soul of Shaw's dead wife on this plane of exis- 
tence, lady Death joins his vengeful cause, 

"This isn't going to be an action-heavy, slice-and-dice story,’ 
explained Jolley. ‘I'll be more gothic horror mixed with uncying 
Jove, similar to what I did in Obergeist 'mreally hoping to come 
close to the fee! that James O'Barr presented so perfectly in his, 
original Crow mini-series.” MIMO 


MARATHON MAN 


‘Amazing Spider-Man’ artist John Romita Jr. sets world record to fight cancer 
coy feel like my face is falling off my skull.” _ donated the sketch back to Romita Jr, for auctioning. 
The face in question belongs to Amazing Straczynsli also got “Spider-Man” movie stars Tobey 
Spider-Man artist John Romita fr. looking haggard and sport. Maguire and Kirsten Dunst to sign a copy of Amazing 
ing three-day stubble as he stands inside New York's Planet Spider-Man #96 (the World ade Center issue), along with 
Hollywood. And he's feeling spent with good reason. Romita himself, Romita Jr. arid inker Scott Hanna, to be auctioned off. 
has just capped a three-day ‘With people standing in 
binge of signing autographs and line for as long as two hours, 
drawing sketches the weekend Romita sketched as fast as he 
ofMay 10-12, setting a Guinness could, averaging four minutes 
Book world record in the pro- per sketch. While sketching, 
cess. Tapping into Spider-hype he'd talk with people ranging 
on the weekend after the from 2 to 62, several of whom 
“Spider-Man” film opened and. had relatives suffering from 
charging $25 per sketch, Romita ‘cancer and came out to lend 
appeared for a total of 81 hours, : support, All forms of media 
PBs ralsing in excess of covered the event, notably 
$25,000 (with online auctions still MTV, whose “Total Request 
pending) for the medical treat- live” on Friday featured 
ment of his two-year-old niece ‘Maguire and sent many teens 
Jordan Atherton, over to get a sketch from Romita, “MTV 
‘who suffers from! : stepped up when nobody else did,” said 
brain cancer, AMX Romita. “I will watch that channel for the 
“For charit yy, . rest of my life.” 
sure a lot of guys han ‘The comic community also came out in 
ld. do this, and I \ force as legendary Spidey artist John 
suinness would f em Romita Sr., Jim Lee, Scott Hanna and 
help attract more inker Bob Wiacek all stopped by to 
attention,’ said’ S sketch and lend support to Romita Jr. 
Romtita. "I'd put on a and his wife Kathy. 
skirt and lipstick if it “Tt was pretty amazing to see his 
‘would help!” — resolve,” said Lee, who sketched along: 
‘But wearing a skirt : X NUK side Romita Jr. from 3-6 a.m. Sunday, 


isn’t necessary; all it Shee a until he was relieved by Romita Sr. 
fakes for Romita is three \ “Johmis a class act and a madman. I 
Tchitts, three pairs of \ \ can't believe he held up 30 well.” 
jeans and a ton of Breath, \ His signing stopped shy of 11:30 
Savers. Shifting from Sunday morning. “It was difficult,” 
Planet Hollywood to Bar . sighed Romita Jr. “I thought it was 
Code every eight hours in T going to be horrible, butitwas easier 
Now Yor’s Time Square— ‘with my friends joining me. Ikworked 
por Guinness rules that " ) out pretty nice.” 

require a 16-minute break Z Romita paused to stare at the 
very eight hours—Romita placard picturing isniece and then 
Jr. was flanked by two wit- 2) added: “With this weekend, she's 


nesees who confirm the artist meee beta) gota chance and that's all we ask. 1 
had fulfilled his record-set- rea bated want to dance at her wedding.” 
ting duties every four hours. otis bo year lee, Jr, BRIAN CUNNINGHAM 

The sketches must also be identical. “To seta 
record, there must be uniformity," explained Romnita. “It 
also allows me to sketch faster.” 

Setup on a mini stage featuring a giant glossy photo of 
Jendan, Romitar. mimched periodically on dried fraitand nuts 
forhis only food during the marathon and swigged froma bot- 
te of water. With just a single mechanical pencil, an exaser 
and asilver pen for antographs, the artist began his long run 
at €:10 am. Friday, the five studs in his ear spariling in the 
svifing ights and mult-ecreened movie previews and music 
vadeoe, The first of 481 total sketches went to Amazing Spider- 
ter. Michael Stracaynski, who paid $1,000 fort, then 
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OFigINS ss: 
winale emia ta, he 
ied martial  Blktra Netchioe 

Hideeaoy HEE a Polowing vedi oink went to Japan 

ae bette dontlet aaseaeshtt SS ‘raining, 
fou A ‘of martial arts instructors, Shana Saal 
Semisonic On 
intelligence expert, ‘et G.l. Joe team and becam: training, O'Hara 
beedenamed Scale! the Joes’ counter- 


the battle... ooxingasosine press conerenee 6 


gommanding officer General Hawk finds himself the taxget of 
canton by Hie! Astekiler bounds fm he crowd hurling 8 sat 
at Hawk Somes ole ih SERENE 
frediby Soarett. Leaping at Blektra ‘Searlett uleashes a volley ofshuiken 
rowing stars, butlike an exper alles Elektra dodges the missiles in 
rnigair_barely, Squaring of for handsto-naNS, Scarlett lands a Kick to 
aera’ midsection, then follows up with an O97 strike to her head, 
‘Stunned, Elektra counters with a roundhouse ack that rocks Scarlett back 
aaryer hel Preosngeradvatage Hela sss through Soatet's 
or gsooton hier Kear body arcs the oly Can SES her from death. 
“Momoniaiy panned on te sl, Scale desperate 

rough Eletta’s foot, keeping er cromeles the blunt end ofhersab 
‘eka smashes Scare blood 


and teeth go ying. Drawing, $ 
‘a chunk out of Elekta’s Shoulder, and piling herself off the 2 
‘one ast sweep Kick to Blekra's ood that tums the assassin’ sights cut. 


Blerara’sled away by the security toa ‘he battered 


teat nirjas for breast. Tel Cobra to uy a ile 


this month's ba 


CrossGen’s barbarian SPins off 
into his own series by Chuck Dixon 


ou only think of Conan whe 
[- Intec 
2 vakewp cal for you 
Begining in fanuary, the character Brath—Wwho : 
ist appeared in CrossGen'sSgt—wil ex his own - 
congo e same nan ue Dixon 
(Ngtewng) and pence Andrea Di Vi 
ath rt Conan” explained Dixon, “Brath has 
2 fay and an entre people he wanes to protect 
aginstan invading force akin tothe Roman army. Thee 
army's better equipped than Brath’s, beter tained 
and obviously more powerful in terms of size butt Se 
teresting f they weren't would it?" ». 
gto Dixon, the army attacking Brath's * 
people have a technological advantage too—while 
Bath's peopel ven huts, thi enemies have ty Se 
much ke Rome atthe peak ofits empire wih ning \ 
vater and brik 
But that doesn't mean rat’ peopl are done for. ry 
Brath's people are warriors, so much so they 4 
| 


sometimes don want to isten-—chey'd rather ight, 
Dixon says "Bur Brath aso has a [superpowerful] Sig 
that lets him see a battle unfold in his mind. He 
doesi't see the future, but much Ike Alexander the 
‘Great, he can see how a battie will unfold, where to 
Use the land, where to stage battes. He's ery good at 

ng other armies Weaknesses and fas in their plan 
cf attack” 

Broth won't use be jc bates, accord 
ing to Dixon, focus on the relationships of 

ath’s family and his enemies, 

“There wil be betrayal in this story." promised 
Docon. “Who Brath can crust and who he cane we 
always be clear to him of to the read 

ct even before he's betrayed, there's already 


Brath’s first jobs as leader of his peoples to convince 
the ne to tack the nei 3 
adn hit it until it stops moving” 

‘combat wor'tbe 


1 barbarian warriors, \ 
nays be enough to save them.” explains ‘ 
"AS muchas a bale may be about brute 
th oF warrior skil, Brath must outwit hie 
pponents—that’s something he and his people haven't 
had to do before.” @ 
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The Top Cow/crewjofMichaellT 
an/exclusive 


D eider #25 en loci anon seis next yea. 


jlook(at;their/a 


ese days, Top Cow Prodoctions i fll o busing with new centr, new projecs 

and-—perhops mst eportctly—a dosh of the old tego wit. The publisher's mst 
Jimpertont cssets—ortks Marc Sivesiri and Michael Turner—-aro back fulltime. And that 
int no bul. 

“There's anew energy here, vo dol,” booms Sdvsti, who founded the Image imprint 
0 yeors ogo, “When we're ot cur best, we'e« ian” 

COffote, vest himself soemed apart from te herd os he as rorely seen ofthe roving 
ror bcs wes negang bss del. But rele he och hs yor by daw. 


| ig lefrco: Heloond, cred wil spin ou into ther new and exing projec in 2003. 


“Turner was pat out to pasture for « while es he fought a winning battle against cancer, 
‘His Fon ts back on hac, ond hel supplement that by drawing the anniversary Tob 


“HY great to come here,” enthuses Turner. “There's fun fecter, a esl bouny vibe to 
this loc, ond we're ging our work done.” 

The sheer force of ional tracon has sacked cles. Supetstor pil lx Rss 
Tend isles Bole of the Planes moor luc hat coches the wave o's nostalgic 
Tyee fo: fovorite Dale Keown ings is onetous vison Yo The Darkness. 

ious? Top Cow threw open the born doors ond gave us a sneak peek of some of ie 
“vers in progres, 0 sade up 


“4. THEDARKNESS 2, CYBLADE 
ole Keown returns: in December with a Top Cow taps int ts roots with the tentatwely 
selounched Darkness #1 written by Paul Sted Fie, a spring 2003 launch co-mitien by 


7 Jenkins (Grip). Mab hitmen Jackie Mare Sivan Dad Wot (Wasted) with 


Estacade, the bearer of the suprmatuceh at by Sear trance he Cow's gl 
Daviess fore 6 back. And a much mira sopra, yer, and fly ges be & 
"hori bent sin he wri. ‘ew. 

“The book i caled The Darkness” A cade of ine-ravlag vais eae 
“Keow, pits et, esting te mame, “fs ct, fled by 2 manbe of bers won 
suposed t be sary" waists, is oly ss. “Shks 

Yeon, fcnn ior nig monsisties the eg, o nen-and-nored Cybtde, 
pave Hecad The Ft wil ee ope cepening on baw ya lok at” res 
ore oft Dahigs. Pel all went Shest, rea tothe Cyber mb, 
‘pt ey fom the Ding xeatores 3s cre- Shes more th jt al 4 ces ane to 
ty lhe egos. The let, bt shaw hath wich fr her gogo be 
trove a hay, sory presence lie dawn sb om her bck Ps, he a ok 
“tog ‘em al Sapes and sons, but vgs pt: She's a consti of crept 
> sed ed reek. Wt big ee? sada” 
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1. FAIRY 1 
ice Tamers ke aad rayon wil ft 2 tow mae <——— 
ly the fine the contin series ols out in 2003. Turner vid <> 
(a al cw th sei, wich feats «yong boy te 
‘esas he wad wi is maz ment! pers. 

The by is oe of few tnmortals wht can acness these 
‘abs, but he power has been “toed off for S000 yrs, Ke 
Wi, anal ees toning the poet back on, athe gy“ 
‘You se here charged wih gid hi, 

“The fay is vr iter about wit hopper bast te? 
‘nfo Troe. “Sue of the epmetd people ie we their 
‘kins 0 He best vay, ant realy elo ter, So she's 
‘ised off sont is ew sation” - 


2, QUADRIPLEGIC 

The ma wa ofthe tei lovee sol “This gy’ 2 
quale, se bs efectiey been confined ta a wheeihair 
forthe past 5000 yor,” relates Tuer: “But because: tha 
“nyo fas come ard, he's able to move Sis hands end fet 
agin sing bis bron” 

Teaver tins the desi defies te charles. “Thats bie 
‘errs may” ein Timer, He's sed. ete hot being 
et oe 5000 years, bet owing you ee hd masse 
owes: He's go some ses a werk ut” 


3. CHECKMATE 
‘Micael Tamer rs xt a consitay of "Pionero 
‘porns in Ciera, 2200 miniseries Ne wil dew 
‘ad caw wth screen be is si ening out 
‘Real peoie are bling used as chess peces ona board thats 
‘he iy they Svein by two powerful, unonen forces: Moves. 
stat when inncent “joes” rere sary essen. 
‘Toes, aid chess player hese, loves te ste of 
‘wg tn sees “Sometines you fae saree mkyers” be 
‘ves. socks io bea pam.” 


4. PIGTAIL GIRL 
‘Backs hagrly, Tome aft of wat he vals the “pkg, 
spunky" ek, designed ts a¢-yt- unnamed it at te e- 
‘ek to Ue sare tory. 

Sis Be Bes eof oy, al ee set on his 
aceite hat washes aba fs ables" ean Tuer. 
“arg ate, thy eet ao the pele who wae 
the for he ole” 

Pesconaes wil conch tatves the gel aid the 
quantal, tough, *{The pigtail oti] postive, bubbly 
sa ft aes he helo ofthe fay” agi Taner. 


5. VILLAIN 
‘Tis yt-o-be same kin was bor ot of Tuners tay in the 
‘hsp when he wat recering fran canoar sorry, 

“ox foe te ee tat” asks Torr, presse the 
‘morphine clebee thee times, then | started drawing. Eight 
amis ater, | passed oct. Trey don't ow for sure if ats 
goon be ony. dist a random characte. dad that's the 
tie cel" (uy 


‘Contnbuting Estor Jan Mebaschin would es 10 
remind you that you don't eat cow chins—you 
throw there 
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By James McDonough 


The fearless FELINES from the ’80s 
daw their way back to the top in an 
exclusive ‘THUNDERCATS’ preview 


¢ ats may haye nine lives, but after more than 15 years out of the spotlight, 


all these frisky felines need are two. 

That's right, cat lovers! The '80s juggernaut rolls on as the ThunderCats 
come roaring back this August with a WildStorm zero issue by newcomer Ford 
Gilmore and fan-favorite artist J. Scott Campbell, followed by a five-issue min 
series by Gilmore and superstar artist Ed McGuinness (Superman)! 

Lion-O, Panthro, Tygra and the rest of the superpawered, half-man/half-cat 
heroes from the classic Saturday-morning cartoon are back battling the evil priest 

Mumm-Ra and his cronies, and McGuinness is as happy as the Cheshire Cat. The 
artist, a self-professed “ThunderCats freak,” has been waiting along time for this 
‘opportunity to cross his plate 
"My goal is to give the people what they like,” explains the 28-year-old New 
England native. “I want to keep this as faithful as possible to the original designs. 
There's a certain amount of fan expectation that has to be met. I'm not doing my 
version of the ThunderCats and I'd lke to keep to that, because | have a certain 
level of expectation for this myself.” 

“This is going to be a book for fans by fans,” agrees Gilmore, a film and TV 
producer whose extensive knowledge of the original “ThunderCats” ‘toon 
convinced WildStorm he was the right man for the job, “When I found out Ed was 
going to draw the book, I did backflips! I really can’t think ofa betcer fi.” 
Picking up righe where the cartoon lft of the first issue of the mini-series 
finds the ThunderCats attempting to rebuild their home world of 
Thundera, which has been restored to its former glory. (Inthe show, 
Thundera was on the verge of destruction, which forced the 

ThunderCats to flee toa planet called Third Earth.) However, that 
peace is short-lived, as the Ancient Spirits of Evil (Mumm-Ra’s 
bosses) send in the nefarious Shadowmaster to infitrate the Cat's 
Lair (ThunderCat headquarters) to wreakall kinds of havoc. The rest 
Of the series eventually reveals a much bigger picture and sets the 
stage for a second, darker mini-series in the fal, which is described 
as the ThunderCats' worst nightmare come true. 

Eighties nostalgia aside, WildStorm Editorial Director Jim Lee 
feels the time for a ThunderCats comeback is long overdue, 
“There's a huge following for the property and it just hasn't been tapped.” | 
‘observes Lee, “I'd see stores selling ThunderCats T-shirts and other merchandise 
It's funny—when you mention ThunderCats to people in the industry, there's a vis- 
ible reaction, Their eyes light up. 

‘| don't know if it's so much the core of ThunderCats as it is the whole 
[mystique],” adds McGuinness, “Of course, you had the awesome character design 
and the action. But there was so much more. | can remember the music and 
certain scenes that made it work so perfectly I's the whole package. That’s what 
we're going to try and capture, Trust me, 'm gonna push the envelope with this.” 

‘Whether you're ready to relive the magic or hear the roar for the first time, look 
to the right Because the Cats are loose for an exclu 
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By James MeDonoug 


hen it canes avn at bet 


ef 50 You asst her with acon, Tat’ why pt 

‘ern a ceaoching postion-| waned someting a 

©) ‘tert than your stad pi-w pase. T 
Jove tod someon in clr vith har” 


"iota ait pean an ie xan se when 
{eokling Haris Cie inducing a "Vari is ne of 
os hres at ou cn etn sx, Poy, Ss 
Masta pt wo ete hss at led 
{captor the sesso thse sic Warr coves. There's 
lta costume, sa sbe's al abou the pore” This sketch 
transports oto back this soe! days. “When it eau heros 
yong boy, waz, Wow!” chuckles Noto. “| remember back 
‘nile schol, a tend ef mie had a cup cones of 
ompicela. wes crazy-here was this sexy coc book wenn 
‘hn foked 6 real, be was’ your standard ow-clr Maret 
ois was kindof tab.” 
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This head shot of Gothas mast infos eat briar 
‘stratched an itch that Nota bas had fo ite some 
tine. “This pec helped ststy my overwhelming wpe 
to get a Catwoman ilutraton down on pape" 
pins Noto. “I a ig fan of [Ctwoman rit) 
Darwyn Cokes redesign and think the new costume 
ES perfect is simple and sen, but nat sil; very 
taro, and alot more useful than a leather suit 
anda pai of cat ears.” But Not init he's nt 
irked with this pretty kit ust yet. “She'd be alt of 
ut daw,” gushes the ari. “There's ust so much 
{hat you can do with er ely can't wat oda ful 
figure htraton of her” 
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By taking daring risks 


with conventional 
superheroes like 


By Casey Seijas 


SPIDER-MAN, HULK and the X-MEN, 
AXEL ALONSO has earned the title of 


the best editor in comics 


xel Alonso has only been to Las Vegas 

once. He rarely plays the lottery, and 

doesn’t even participate in an occasional 
game of smallstakes poker with his buddies. 

Despite his conservative nature, the 36-year-old 
Marvel editor is easly the biggest gambler in comes. 
His more notable wagers that have pald off hand- 
somely for Marvel includes X-Force (which will be 
re-named X-Stati i July), an Xcttle destined for the 
chopping block only to be saved by Alonso's offbeat 
choice of DCIVertigo staple Peter Millgan and indy 
legend Mike Allred as the creative team, Or when 
Alonso turned to forgotten veteran Bruce jones to 
revitalize the once-stale-nowewhite-hor Incredible 
Hal, over several more popular writers pining fr the 
job, Expanding the Spider-Man line, risky revamps 
and decisions for MAX titles—the list of Alonso's 
Jong-shot gambles goes on and on. 

“Look at his track record,” explains Jones, “e's 
a catalog of long shots, risk taking and Hail Mary's 
‘Axel’ the James Dean of comics: He loves to rock 
the boat, shake things up. He'd much rather go down 
Jn flames than get by on pabolum. 

‘Yet despite his high-risk gambles, Alonso remains 
the coolest player atthe poker table. Soft-spoken, col. 
Jected, never gving a hint ihe’ holding a ful house oF 
ifhe'sbiufing. And ike ahigh-roling gambler, Alonso's 
‘energetc+yet-cool approach to creating comics has 
given him a reputation that precedes him long before 
he sits dow at the table and tosses in his ante, 

He's one of those editors that everyone seems 
to know by name, so just having a meeting with him 
was great,” says newcomer Zeb Wells, who recently 


‘wrote a Tongled Web and Peter Porker Spider Man 
story for Alonso. “Everything since then has just been 
a blur I's good to be one of Axes boys.” 

‘And even though beng one of “Axel boys" doesnt 
come with a secret handshake or cat, there's a level 
of loyalty between Alonso and the talent he works 
‘with that can only be matched by a fraternity or ete 
branch ofthe military. sa loyalty thats not ony found 
‘na professional level, buta personal one as well And 
it’s that loyalty and wilngness to take chances and 2 
Iai-back enthusiasm that’s made Alonso one of the 
ost sought-after editors in comics 

‘And that you can bet on. 


he phone's glued to Alonso's ear as he 
busy 40th Street n midtown Manhattan, On 
the line, up-and-coming painter extraordinaire Kaare 
‘Andrews. Alonso admits he'l cal his talencat the very 
least once a week nt so much to badger them about 
deadlines, but justo tak. After the two discuss a minor 
problem with an upcoming inedible Hok cover, the 
conversation somehow shifts to a tongue-in-cheek 
debate concerning who they think i the “dreamiest” 
creative team in comics 
I've gotta go with Mike and Pete,” deadpans 
‘Alonso, referring to the X-Force duo, 

‘Alonso speaks in a manner that’s eloquent, but 
peppered with hip-hop slang, and he always manages 
‘to punctuate his conversations with his trademark 
phrase, "You follow me!” just to make certain 
‘whomever he's talking to—be itan industry rookie 
like Wells or a superstar like Amazing Spider-Man 


51 


\riter |. Michael Straczynski—are on the same page as he 

The walls of his humble office have been replaced with cork: 
boards, from which hangs black-and-white pre 
‘upcoming Incredible Hulk and 
+-the-works MAX se 


copies of 


titles and countless ies. The only other visi 


Overs from Sports Wustrated and ESPN: The | trust. However, the pr 


¢ which prominently display 
ball player, Allan 
Iverson, Alonso later reveals iverson, 
alka. “The Answer,” was the inspira 
tion behind Spike from X-Force 
Alonso momentarily excuses hirn- 
from his conversation, just long 
1 "Take a took at 
anything you see onthe wall. suggest 
Rawhide Kid. e's ing hilarious.” He 
then turns and dives right back ito his 
conversation without misting a beat. 


his favorite bask 


enough to whispe 


For many creat 
exists as a voice over the phone, 
Jones, for example, has never met 
‘Alonso in person. 

“Axel and | have been working 
together on and off now for four or 
five years, and we've never met,” 
‘explains Jones. “I have this gauzy,fab- 
ricated image of him whenever we 
speak on the phone and I'm sure he 
has a similar image of me.” 

Despice the fact the two have 
‘what many may consider a less-than- 
personal relationship, Alonso, jones 
and penciler John Romita Jr have rev 
olutionized Marvel's Green Goliath 
from a sly, nearly dead title into a 
‘must-read psycho thriller on par with 
movies like “Seve, 
fact, after Alonso was given the 
responsibilty of editing Incredible Hulk 
almost a year ago, sales of the tile 
Increased dramatically, causing the 
book to jump from the low 50s toa 
‘0p 20 seller, according to Diamond's 
distributors list. No small feat, espe- 
cially when 
pressure he was faced with when 
given a mandate from Marvel 
Presiden Bl jemas to make incredle 
Hulk a top seller by the time the 2003 
“Holl 

Incredible Hak’s recene success Is 

of Alonso’s hands 
roach to editing, He not only 
tries to make every attempt to trim 
the fat on a struggling tile, buc at the same time digs deep into 
what makes a to the poine where he liter 
ally psychoanalyzes a character. Alonso then goes through what he 
"refers to as.a rigorous “casting process” to finda creative team who 
he feels would be best to handle the character hi 
in my mind, a murderous, rampaging Hill: eads to an inevieable 

ind you can’t do that in a monthly, 
nthly’s compelled by a sense of compassion you 


Alonso only 


AS a matter of fj 


ou factor in the internal 


Im hit theaters, 


aractar tick, almo: 


discovered 


place on the horizo 
Alonso, “The 


Static issues, various Spider-Man | 


have for the character, and you 
turning into a green monster and kiling people all the time.” 
‘Alonso's editing process also includes a rather controversial 
step that even he admits can have its accasional ptflls—he makes 
sincere friendships with the is with and builds 
as some of the 
had) 
ple—have come from simply having 
afew beers with a writar or an arti 
Who he's chosen to take over a tle 


lose that compassion if Banner i 


Force for exam: 


“One thing I've begun to 
realize about Spider-Man 
that hes] the perfect lapsed 
Catholic, because he's this 
guy who has this original sin 
that resulted in the death of 
a loved one and he'll never 
atone for it.” 


—Axel Alonso 
“I knew sh-- about the X-Men 
and | was actualy terrified when they gave me the book, but it jus 
$0 happened that Peter Miligan was in town and we got deunk and| 
me a favor," remembers Alonso, “Out of that came 2 
way to ask questions like, ‘How can we do an X-book welre proud 
cof and where we're actually saying something?” 

However, X-Force just wouldn't be a trademark Axel Alonso tite 

if he didn’ get into the trenches and help shape the revamp, 
“Axal's been an integral part of the creative process and has int: 


oie.” says Force pencler Allred, "Tke was Axel’ idea 


for a Dennis Rodman-syle character and from 


roudest achievement at Marvel has 
lust one tide or one newfound 
how he lights up when 


ok. | never would have expected that 
y wildest dreams. view ie as a creator-owned 
ne when Jemas and Marvel 
blty of a Ie 

he Spider-Man line. Despite what should be 2 
dream job, Alonso met the Spider-Man line with nel- 
be Hulk nor an X-Force-lie trepidation. 


ler-Man was 2 particular favorite of mine,” 


admits Alonso. tended to gravitate toward characters wh 
wear spandex. figured if! could do anything, fe would have tobe 
stuf based on reality, Stuff you readin papers 
‘Once agin, it was up to Alonso to take a 
than revialize the character, he decided in Spider-Man's ase, more 
vas better. Alonso added a monthly anthology, Tangled We which 
offered underground and newfound talen 
He also pu several Spider-Man o 
Greg Rucka to Peter Bagge, Into the hands of fae. 
Yet witen he's asied about his role 
Spider-Man comics, Alonso immediatly gves cred 
Where he feels cre 
think ve done my job,” states Aloo, “The 
lion's share ofthe sucess, fe, goes to Straceynek 
and john Romita Jr. They're the guys who did ie. My 
roles forthe book to continue to bus steam rough 
other books, bet Tnged Web or Peter Parker: SpiderMan. Thats 
Just me doing my job, The ke players were JMS and Roma.” 
‘Aber a year of unprecedented sucess for Marvel's ret 
ident web-head, be it the multi-million dollar 
summer blockbuster or that act that i 
most prolific wrtars—Kevin Smith and Stracaynski— 
now write monthly Spider-Man series, Alonso has 
admitedy “geeked out” on Spidey. However, Alonso's 
newfound love for the character has absolutely nothing 
do with Spider-Man's resurgence in popular, bu rather, 
‘Alonso's appreciation isa borderline rel 
“One thing Ive begun to realize abour Spider-Man [i 
hes] the perfect lapsed Catholic, because he's this guy 
ath of a 
loved one and he'll never atone fori," relates Alonso 
He's driven by very diferent things than Captain America 
‘or Superman, and I thinkin that regard, find i easier to 
relate to him. 

Yet Alonso can't escape the fact he edits the mose| 
popular comic book character inthe world right Row, 
and loves the reaction he gets when the everyday person 


nb. But rather 
a chance to write Spidey 
e-shots, with talent ranging from. 
he recent success of 


is due, 


fcom 


BMD Wino has tis original sn that resulted inthe 


on the street discovers that 

i” says Alonso with 

seen guys | play basketball with get all excited about 

Spider-Man when they find our |edit him. I've seen 

lide kids geek out on Spider-Man, Out ofthat, Ie 
really begun to devel 

never thought I would have 


fection for him that 


fit weren't for marijuana, Alonso would have 
never gotten his break ineo comics 

Granted, Alonso's no dreadiocked, pro-hemp, 
raceful Dead fan; he's quite the opposite, actually 
think 
‘otherwise). Rather, the editor got his stare as a journal 


{although his mellow demeanor would have yo 
had written an exposé Cannabis leaf in hip-he 
ture that got the attention 1C/Vertigo editor Lou 
Stats 
*in late 1994, | saw an ad in The New York Times fora D 

hiring, and | basically thought, ‘What the hal 

inisces Alonso, “I interviewed with Lou St 
Vertigo at the time, Lou had worked at Hi 
remember <d written So he caled me and said, ‘You're 
and he 


the guy who wroce that, | want to meet you So we t 


didn't even ask me any questions, Then he offered 


exactly what we'e going ta 


od Sean have 3 and 


thac was that really: 
Tragicall 
stricken with inoperable brain can- 
car and died shordy thereafter. Alonso: 
then moved into his desk and was given all 
of Stathis’ projects he'd beer 
“The first projects 


Stathis was 


not have a supernatural edge to them, and at the 
rtigo was clearly known as a supernatu- 


ral, dark fantasy line, | could give a sh- about 


the unicorn books, and | know nothing 
about magic, so | couldn't do that 

Alonso would soon get 

Under Nene 
The rede Hubs 


a break from the “unicorn 
books” when litle 
writer by the name of Garth 


pidonc 
cinbe 


Ennis pitched 2 
| hired [Enn 


proved and got rolling 


Unknown Soldier, and Preacher wi 


remembers Alonso, “Stal 


Moore, who was the editor on Preacher for the firs ew ie 
funct] Hel ne 

they had to decide wl 

had a relationship with Ga 


inherited his books.” 


Inga new series tiled /00 Bul 
one of the boa 
"When | finally met him we got be off 


ye edited that 'm most proud of 
‘Azzarello, “He struck me 2s 2 real stand-up guy right 
go. A real conscientious guy 

With a knack for discovering grunt 

idles unique to anythi 
ition of Quesada and Jemas, who were 
breathe new life into Marvel 


it always seemer 


got the at 


‘was working with at the time,” explains Alonso, “S 
he was, but | had never met him. | kr 

‘Ones 
‘a potential in Alonso asa superhero editor th 


he was a stan 


again, Alonso's repuration preceded bi, and Ques 


seen previously. Now that he's been a fixeure at Ma 
‘wo years, Quesada has begun to reali 


Is to the new Marvel 


's very obvious that 

‘Archie Goodwin, w 

didn’t just work In this business, but helped redef 
oks are" remarks Quesada, “Archie was 


‘comics da 

‘Alonso has onal 
concept—look # 
he the ave 


poy on the street 


comics 


Frowselarse 
tonFanse) 


He's turned Luke Cage trom a yellow puy 
shirt and tara-weria’ soca lat a hardcore th that 

‘Mike Troon woudet mess with Brace Baneer’s no nerd amare, bt 
rather aman of mystery and a fugitive wn the ren. dad if there's eee 
‘hing wrong with X-Farce’s new title X-Statiy Its that the team’s 
anything bu state, 

“think that you can take the lamest characte and fad some way 
oop hie,” says Aas, 

Is that so, Atl? 

Wizard decided ta pot the man respesiie fer making comics coe! 
‘yan tothe test We threw some of Marves “lamest” characers a the 
eta to see what he would do to make them badasses. Aad dent be 
‘Surried if you ate one ofthese became a MAX sries, 


DAZZLER 
The role dace tig looms ye, hence a gy age per 
jerk (UK & Choe) a wet can 
heme ran wih character 


SPIDER-MAN 2099 
¥e had ne to may jas tte expen 
Sci apprrance by Ket Pryde a 


SPIDER-WOMAN 


"ont now enaugh abut i right of the bt Maybe J. Michael Saco 


od be nteetedin aig on anther Spe 
Monte 

SHE-HULK eight) 

"Bet atch MAF pote MA and ANS 


get Pickard Catena er ta mak i 
2 teresa ee 


PETER PORKER: 
SPIDER-HAM 

“Teh Wels immediatly comes te mind 
Then again, maybe th wy to ge woud be 


Shite) Wh \ 
Spite tam W's : 
a 


1 tik MK might ge he — 


ta ake dead a 


characte hat My pt 


if you'rél ldoking for a brand-new way co get 
Your kicks outa comics, pve the martial arts a ty 
Take a good look at the Iaeks of your loc 
comic shop; youl may be missing some of the most 
engaging, higheoctane.and:blosdyigood titles 
around. But you Won't be seeing any colorful capes 
and cowis on thaseeheroes: our martial arts masters 
merely do their /6b, take 2 bow and move on to the 
next adventure. 
Martal arts ules —andlbooks starring samira 
in PArEGUla Save taken hold of readers like a 
ninja death clutch, But why the sudden proliferation 
(of such books? Simply put, a sanmurai’s job is to be a 
selfiess hero, cofidcting od8¥ei according to the 
centuries-old bales of the bushidelbe “way of the 


"chitin America, we lack 2 deep culture 
explains Michael Avon Oeming, co-creator of 
Image Comics’ Bastard Somurak. "We have i, but 
ies not very old, and it's based on traditions and 
patriotism rather than honor. And if you look, we 
really glorify that aspect in our entertainment. 
‘That's what people love about ‘The Sopranos. 

‘Those characters make a promif@ito God and to 
the family to die if necessary, That's what a 
sara fe i Hike ol the time.” 

‘And isk any fanboy why they readlicomics, and 
rine outta 10 will tell YOU I Because they wanna 
see great Beton mixed With a sold story and a 
Whable, capable hero. 

‘That and beheadings—iots of beheadings 

So Before you get annoyedsand gS commute 
seppoku (that’s thera dsembowelmene samurai 
perform on themselves as pémance for being 
shonorable), check out these five samuralmartil 
arts titles avallable now chit wall surely leave you 
flat on youlrsback like a/roundhouse kick to the 
head! Andi we even rank ‘em for you, biked on 
action(istorical acairagy and overs esoiness 


by Andy Serwin 
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(CrossGen Comics) 
Ron Marz (story, Bart Sears (pencils), Mark Pennington (inks), Michael. 

Atiyeh (colors) 

‘When “false gods” kil the warlord Todos, his broth: 

‘Obo-San uses @ powerful weapon (and his Sigil insignia) to drive the 

beings away. At Todos funeral, the Emperor Mitsumune orders Obo- 

San to tur the weapon over soe can defeat the rival nation 

of Shinacea. When he refuses, Mitsumune becomes 

‘enraged and orders him to commit ritual suiide for his 

blasphemy and dishonor. Obo-San naturally rejects, 

escaping with the help of two other warriors, Aiko and 

‘Wal. But now all three are running from a mad emperor, 
‘wlio has the poviers of the CrossGen Sig making him all-powerful! 

Weaving pulse-pouncing tale of revenge, The Path 
features stunning artork by Sears, who's adopted a heavy, shadowy syle that 
suits the brooding mood of Obo-San, “Being a samurai drama, i's supposed to 
ook dire, gritty and brutal.” remarks Sears. “i neaded grit, and the way I'm 
ctrawing it, mixed with Mark’s inks, really ges it that feeling” 

“One ofthe reasons fans enjoy the samurai character is because these 
stories have an Old West appeal,” explains series writer Marz. “You know the’ 
heroes and villains right away, But instead of sixguns, you've got swordlay 
The themes of duty and honor make thei a protorypieal hero, buc there's alot 
‘of internal conflict that springs from that, making the characters much deeper: 

‘At one poine in issue #2, the mad Emperor: 
Mitsumune seems to undergo a moment of clarity and decides to commie rituals 
de. Over the course ofthe next 16 brutal panels on a double page spread, Micsumune 
performs the excruciating act of disemboweling himself before his second dacapi- 
tates him! Two pages later, Mitsumune’s headless corpse rises from the ground, 


5555559 


YOU TALGIN' TOME? The 
Pats Todasis a iy ipasiog 
oc nko te cereal garb 


sword from his abdomen, all the 
while sporting a ghastly emilel 


(Image Comics) 


= Michael Avon Oeming | 

ccc 07 no, ries Gomer | 
eee a cael 

aie mc er) 

Tali jhooh preore 
day New York City, Bastard | 
Somixat—a bimonthly, threesue | 
mini-series —stars lito, top swords- } 
Pan ace KGa Sher Sao! 
ished euiatress 
Tih eee ele 4 
pe opis any af en Sees Ec 
ee eRe eae fa lucie ba Sere an) 
Perey ahaa ane naclotncr od 
elon that rey changes tha cour os Woody es | 
rscneeie|ireniaae eens 

Maing ov comple 
fect shies ancy isc oul oar 
eigen cf Nov Yetk Creal) g66 rbood pe seh 
ieraoar use aren te antinies adyslacteleee 
‘what the visuals convey. ("In its most primitive form, it's Fight Chub? 
Tests srl 50 ds Osi) Best Sor ie bon 


AND BLOOD fna isin, an 
off-balance J's bested by fis ov 
brother. That’ ooaa lve 3 mark! 


Hence, e's a bastard samurai. One dy, he has an epiphany and reat 
izes he’s got to change al hae” 


In issue #1, Jiro eats 
sush off the stomach ofa naked American prostitute, and durng their 
horfzontal mambo, he plays films by legendary japanese director Akira 


bardment of colorful images and the action’: paced faster than the Kling 
stroke of a master swordsman. 

“Ths project. came about because | wanted guys fighting on 
‘rooftops with swords inthe modern day.” notes Oeming “I wanted t0 
avoid samural conventions, o we focused on the fctthatro's nota 
tre samura. He wast mut the finer points of bust [samurai code] 


Gp wire 231 


Kurosawa ("The Seven Samra’ for batiground noise! (We just use 
ally thnk about baseball when we get with the ladies) 


L CEEEEEES 


fe 


“one Wof end ib sans as oe of he 


(Dark Horse Comics) 


i Kolke (story), Goseld > huge fan of the classic manga series. “e's 
#7 


WOLF Kojima far Yan ep arora dees the hn 
wou! In apa ton of per obese’ go an eon 
BE ering he 16005, resonance a strona anything eer po. 
CUB PARE eo Opes verte hoa th mechan A save 
@ royally appointed = By, Serious comic lit = 
oral 990 7 
cone Es A 
Bi folowing his wll’ death at ‘pe of sme hre Loe Wot othe 


. the hands of the Yagyu dan, lvng Buddha that resides in their vl- 
gam severs al esto the bushido and adopts the 3, lage, hoping to make the town easier 
‘mefsmado-—the assassia's road to Hel! Hoping ta to run, But Lone Wolf faces serious 
‘eam enough money as a killer for hire to get 3 ‘doube whether one can actualy killa Buddha, 
revenge on the Yagyu clan, Ogu takes i ‘And the doubes Only rai stronger after Lane 
feret jobs wivle wandering the Japanese ‘Wolf delivers a ling blow dz seems only 0 
‘countryside with his three-year-old son, knock off the Buddha's headpiece, The Buddha 
Dogo heinghimonfisquet ‘een asks, "is this not good? He who perfects his 
Sinply p> paths this not good? The gtelss barrier?” before 
{ave Wo and Cob stands 2s one of the best tis head—folowed by his entire body—spksin 
‘examples of comic book storyteling ever pro- Wi c tal down the mide in a tremendous foun- 
duced. Imagine all the reasons you dig comics, and f tn of blood and gore! (lone Welford ib 
youl find them in Lone Wolf and Cub, a book that & Vol 2: The Gots Boris) 
erigeated over 30 years ago. You warca Wolverine HAIN GANG Dyan yung (Lone Woif wouldve nabbed a perfect 
«9, tough-as-nals hero with a moral code all is score, but those Sy digest collections 
‘own! You've got Lone Wolf, Wane all the element: to tie © 
‘opether, with vasty para characters coming and going, 
sstike you readin 100 Bue! Read Lave Wolf Wanna see 
action that’ blow your mind away, 
den? Buy Lane Wot 


bein cr eyes) 
| 


(Dark Horse Comics) ships and tooth-and-nall combat, bate agunst a demon and the 

Stan Sakai (concept, story art) deaths cf hundreds of swordemen, 

Miyamoto Usagi worked as the 1 grew up in Hawai, which bas 3 huge Asian popula 
head samurai to a powerful warlord, but tin.” relates Soka, expiahing the 
| when his master fln battle, Usagi became inftunces on Usa. Down 

a ronin or masterles samurai (a position the streot from me was 
that carries some theater that showed sam 
degree of shame), Lean rai movies every Saturday, 
Rather than adopr (ASATERIS loved those films! And I've 
a new master, Usagi been a huge fan of Lane Wolf 

| became a yojmbo, of ad Cub for years’ just ter- 
|) bodyguard for hire. He rific storytelling with great 
ently wanders the countryside of I7th-cen- ripping characters.” (Sakals such a 
cory Japan, geting in and our of trouble with big fan of Lone Wf he even created an homage to 
Sends, rivals and downrighe beter enemies asf them in Usogt Lone Goat and Ki) 
avid by the winds. As Sai himself jokes, “e's Dering bare with 
Historical samural tion dressed up with funny a 
mals." Why funny animals? Usag) actually srarted 
‘outhuman, but one day, Sakai was sketching arab 
bic with his ears ted Up, He loved the design so 
inuch, he switched everything to critters! bis young niece Kelko, ving Usagi an 
UscaghYojbo els ‘opening, Inthe mids of terrible earth= 
some ofthe best action-adventure stories quake, Usagl screams out, "Monster! 
around! Just because he's a third cousin bafore hammering home is fal blow 
removed from your favorite Warner Bros with a mighty sound effect- 
and Disney characters doesn't mean Usig “SHOONK!" Usagi dispatches the 
canting the pain, he's as tough as Batman demon, roleasing al the souls Jes 
or Wolverine. Take Sakal's acclaimed colected, (UsopYopnbo vol. 3 #21) 
‘Grasset saga for example: The sory fe 
‘ures a forious naval bards with hundreds of 


the demon Jei over the mystical Grasscutter 
Sword,’ up roa battered Usag| to save the 
day, bux the demon's capable of sous 
Ine! However, J's atenrion is verted by 


QUICK KICKS 


Hey if you get a Kick outta martial arts books, he sure to check 
out these other high-fying tiles! 


BATGIRL (06 comics) When Batnon wants areal worst he dost 
‘call Wightwing or Robin-he rings up the deadliest member af the Bat family, 
(Bail, Rised by the worl-reonnined assassin David Cain, Bagi is an expert in 
‘Jost about every form of unarmed combat inaginable-which makes sense, when 
‘You consider Batait writer Keley Pocket is a former martial arts master himself, 
taming black belts in tae Awa de and fai cf chun 


ELESTRA (maxrmarvel 
Camis, lt) Dace frmer 
intiend's making name for 
bel ashe deadliest assassin in 

the Marvel Universe, Elektra has 
stored the deadly as of it 

(al means shes 9 ij), and even 

has nindshamny peers ihe a Jet 
‘Ad wh kis when bod ig foes The 
Hand wil suc? 


G1, JOE (image) the Real 

American Heroes feature 2 sew of ninja 

‘eraies, not the fast of which is the 

‘team’s most poplar (end deadliest} member, 
‘Snoke-Ees! Pos, el be doing bat wth his 
brotherin-arms Sterm Shadow, a deadly 
‘marl ett no working for Cobra 


JRON FIST (mavet A eaten string Ray 
Park (Tan Ce) sine ers 2d Ma fas 
ever ces faa ne ben te fick its hers. Aa fa spl Wit 
‘Tat Manel is pans for eto Ayala is Sas of the Tie retin 


KABUGT (Image) Fok up any of David Mac's Keb elects, 
speily the exceptional Cte of Bod TP, tn get an i-th look at haw 
rmatal arts may evo in the near-future. The assassin Kabuki combines 
elements of casa! mrtal ais wit high-tech upgrades to nae the Kl 
‘alla, Pet, changing, eteraig and tutte roi, Aaa presents the 
safer-but soetnes dats ofthe mara ais. 


LEGION (oe tonics) When Lepinsorbes Den Abeta Andy ang 
‘eng bak Karte i tothe team pas ye, uti alamo ieee 
ome moj aque mri ats actn outa he oie tea he st cery 


DIASTER OF KUNG FU (avoittare coms) Aton ren sic 
‘sve mint sees staring Shng-Ch, ater of Kang Fu fies nt tres ths all 
rated by former MNF calabortrs Deu Moench and Pau Gly (ith Jen 
Peli ing th cew asker), tis nw srs sees Shang-Chi tying te ejoy 
‘is eenent rm the espienage game, but ccaring fo pct edo ne! Als, 
“e's ed backinte the pane, and hes got angle econ eget back” Cal tht 
‘econ be he reta fis father, the deadly rnin! war caled Fu Monch? 


TEENAGE MUTANT NINIA TURTLES (mirage 
‘Stois) The Heres in 2 Hash handout mega-but whyppns in tec brand 
ew series fom co-creator Peter Laid The Tres areas fo oi at au, 
x expect plenty of high-fjn’maral arts action in evey st! 


WAY OF THE RAT (easeen) chuck Oso (iphving ai Bs 
of Pr rings is cxosieeble alent fr atin to the Sil Unie. Way of 
the Rat yung tet mae Boon Sol Hog sles @ mytical abect of yak 
awe that’ cot ly he corp Jide a. Contig te hgh-hing chacs 
sf “ranting Ter, Hiden Drogo’ withthe street ita Joh Won fick, 
ay of Rat en tas gry aking mecey! Yaya! WAS 


BLADE OF THE IMMORTAL 


(Park Horse Comics) 
CREDITS Hiroaki Samura(areand ston) 
Studio Proteus (US. production) 
PREDHISE Working for an unscrupulous 
lord in feudal Japan, a sama named Mang 
learns the evil his master has committed 
and slays him. On the run for murder, 
Manji meets an 800-year old woman. 
named Yaobikuni who offers him immor- 
tality. He accepts, but in order to 
eventually die, Manji must kil 1,000 evi 
men, a mission he yearns to complete but 

despises at the same time, because let's face it, no matter how 

bloodthirsty a ial, killing 1,000 people will grow on your 

‘conscience after awhile, 

WHY YO SHOULD READ IT Aside 

from the bloodthirsty premise, 

Blade of the Immortal also serves up 

plenty of punk attitude thanks to 

Its contemporary dialogue 

(American readers will certainly rec- 

ognize the profanity!) and 

high-octane action. Think of the 

athlete aver of anime like “Ninja 

Scrolt” and “Akira” mixed with 

the poetry and elegance of 

Akira Kurasawa’s “The 

Seven Samurai.” 

QUOTABLE When (i 

asked about the 

balls-out action 

of Bade ofthe 

Immortal, 

series edi- 

‘tor Tim Eryin-Gore 

answers, “A restful 

period for the 

monthly Blade of | 

the 

readers means a 

sword battle that’ 

lasts three isues and 

drains enough blood 

to keep a family of vampires alive MUauet ieee 

fora year” 

BEST CURE FOR A HEADACHE Manjts faring pretty well 

against a trio of highwaymen, but during the battle, he gets a rude 

awakening when one of the swordsmen scabs him through the back 

‘of his skull—and leaves the «word there! Bue being immortal, 

Manji doesn’t die, he just stands up—with a full-length sword 

poking through his head-—and jokes, “Been a long 

time.,.ages...since somebody punched a hole through the old 

brain pan.,.eyesight’s sort of cloudy, but...doesn’t hurt as much 

as.a stab through the guts. Weird, huh?” (Blade of the Immortal: 

The Gathering #3) 


Immortal \ 


Wizard Associate Faitor Andi 
‘sword, but his mastery of the 


» 


WIZARD FILLS ITS BOOKSHELVES WITH THE... 


Io 
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TRADE PAPERBACKS OF ALL TIME 


BY THE WIZARD STAFF 


Ifyou had to construct the ultimate comic bookshelf, what would be on it? ll Where would 
a book like Watchmen fit in? How high would a Japanese Import like Akira rank? And 
there has to be an X-Men tale in there, right? We built our own bookshelf, stocking it with 
the 100 greatest trade paperbacks (TPBs, for short) in the history of comics. Now, by 
saying TPBs, we're talking anything that can stand up on a bookshelf-no matter if it's 
hardcover or soft, reprinted material or an original graphic novel. Some TPBs have been 
printed in a variety of formats with different extra features. We chose the best version of 
each. The criteria of this list is based on the overall quality of: 1) the original stories, 
2) extra material (i.e., new covers, CD-roms, sketchbooks, creator commentary, reprinted 
scripts, etc.), and 3) the presentation (i.e., paper stock, coloring, size, etc.). Some TPBs 
are one volume of a much larger story. We selected our favorite, but listed the others for 
easy reference, lf What would be on your bookshelf? Let us know at Top100TPBS@aol.com. 


G) wicas#31 


M00. BATMAN: FACES (06 softcover) 

lett ereaor Matt Wagner to give us @ double whammy. Not on is SPIDER-MAN 
Fes ofthe best Toate tri it sa snes 5a tonguein-chesk Vs. VENOM 
‘anmeiay on America’ obsession with beauty and perfection, Two-Face (Marvel soften 
‘spe ram khan Asm and sere foms an amy of esow Meet the ant-Spid 


tel people suterng fram medical defo. isintenions are at A Ren On 
tot berelnt-b wants to om an tan natn of uate in- PL eee a 
‘l-b Twn Fac’s murders pesoralty tks er when epic ESSE 
‘yor nd ober vais prety pope" AL the coe weve, Wagner SUR L Mioa 
Sons hy emphasing beauty can have dimen fet. not olin and ile - 
cs, bat in elie tune as acta a 

Spidey It fl int the hands of er 
89, THE RED STAR (Image softcaver) Ei Broke fe wat a ie by 
Yous you wan robin? Loko fie than Chisin Gost’ Te RCO 
Fe ret RIL SM onl desire: Spider-Man's death 
<hison pple and setae destoys auton ene, 2 rok MCE ES ee 
‘un eles plae andthe pene fhe Utd Repub of the Red Star ise vas ori Ed Mies. He was my a 


‘ure an fr a desi te wicked tat, Lk jst tenes be sree EON eee eee 
BV Ree ORME Reta score wen Mary Jane thug Sey vas hire and 
Sen iors Rearess, the at of Red Saris uly orundveakng (RS Eee eR tt 
‘hrs tits computr-gnerated raps and this tbo sed TPB even ts 


este on each page that deta etn the scenes info faethe poste tur of Ds Pescara Ro, omer enemy, ote 
team Alina eveying youd want uo he Xen canbe fun ee witty 
58. BATMAN: RED RAIN (0 softver) config atemot ree 


Bose he sets of Gta. In his ah senos api by Dow 

och nd Key Jones, Orc as it tom nthe maden-dey DC ies and 44. BATMAN: HAUNTED KNIGHT (0C softcaver) 

‘he Car aght mst nt im dwn. Wo coud fretltesocng le?” | What do you gt wien ou mith Dak Knight ith th scat night othe year? 

‘srt rion astern is ition "ern ote, nd wan, |. One fhe cost rads er, This trade cles the aso Legend he Dark 

youn ter” Be loot fat contain: Comered and bleeding in| Ki alonen Speci by Jeph ac nd Ti Set pred th ay fo the 

hsv Bata tans the reves Price of Varies stant." he | ds Long alleen and Oak Veto sas (Ces, 76 and 88, spt). 

ait [Vol . the scent of. es you ay, does i You want it? | These ening als by ths Bat eam eam ete the Coed Crushing 
Astnn sj, dating crs of som bod bein hin, “come an gett” | such eregpis a5 Scarecrow and Joker, anderen serves pa tal ht does the 


impssble-makes the Md Hate col 
87, SPIDER-MAN VS. VENOM (\arvel softcover) 
Seabee 93. THE ADVENTURES OF TONY MILLIONAIRES 
‘SOCK MONKEY (0ark Horse soteaver) 
‘96. THE COMPLETE CONCRETE 1 there's one leson tobe lamed from Tay Milionair’s Sack Monkey, ifs that 
(Qerk Horse softcover), ‘catastrophes can happen when you ty and fix other peoples problems. Take that 


ral Lithnw was apolitical speech ho, after being abcd by ans, adie rm the two main chractr ofthe sty, Uncle Gaby the ack monkey and 
Iter rasformsint walking, thing sidewalk (noter words thse damn, Mr, Crow, he alahlic er. When the tn tpt hel clny fants rapped 
cals tresplatedhisran int thik onerete-tke bo), In The Complete nan ant fam or tua stvunken head ots home nd of Borg tinal 
Concrete, readers see trough 10 stares what tes ike when youre skins 28 endsinvlen-andunintentonal-deths. However, i lion's antique ooking 
har eonerete but your hearts made of old. More ingots, they gta | art and det ston hat take centertae in Sack Moka, nd mak it worth 
thane te check out Concrete ereator Paul Chadck’s gorgeous at, which | checking out, 

resembles across between Mike 


Ae and Jack iy 
35, X-MEN: FROM THE (Kandvark-Vanabeim 
ASHES i softonyer) 

(Nerval soteaver) * didi \Vecone tote ultimate conic 
‘Take ereything you know about the i ‘sai, In reator Dave Sim's ist 
‘ies, bl it down its purest ‘pi al, Cerebus the ara 
‘sence and youre el with Fon the ‘ransfor fom pundeing ba 


92, CEREBUS VOL. 
2: HIGH SOCIETY 


‘dos Wt Cs Oreont balan to 2 power player by 
ess sue of his best etn roped int running for 
sts kin his cue Prime Wins in the ich ty of 
ese tes of tramp and lest Standing in his Way isthe 
‘umes ied with he ea inser spre the Roach vb, 
pound chon youve come thmughot te ses macs - 
‘bees nhs colectn the temporary charters by cling 
len meet he Mors fr himself Wolveroach, Seeret 
felting rae ben, Scored Wars Rath, and in is 
ihe’ donned edn, Volume, Moon Reach, skewer 


‘august 2002 @Q 


ing of pots, reed, raf coupon, bys and the whl democratic 
proces, Society sts the table forthe rest of Cereb’ 200‘ssu opus, 
“When he was on his mar says Sider an: lu att Tin Sl, “Sin 
was 88 good and pure as conits get” Chek ata 14 meaty Cerebus 
PBs (theyre nicked “oboe boats fra reson): Vo. 1: Cerebus Vl 
5: Church and Slate Book 1, Vl 4: Church and State Book 2 Vol: Jaa 
‘Sty, Vol 6: Melnat, Vol 7 Fight, Vol. 8: Worn, Vol 9: Reads VoL 10 
‘Mids, Vol. 11: Gs; Vo. 12: ik’ Sty, Vl 3: Ging Home and Vol. 14 
Form and Void 


‘91. WOLVERINE: BLOOD DEBT 

(Warvel softcover) 

Hes tees ees a wate does Batis tena wien 
Whern fin ims plunged heat int bate between 
two waning fats ofthe Japanese maf? may not be, 
as readers witness Woh geting shot in the fce, speared 
in the back perforated by assault les and burt oa asp 
inne ofthe most fun ides the fury mutant’ eer been on. 
Witten and israted by Steve Skoze, who knows 2 thng 
or tree abut high-octane, maral art rnc as stnbord artist of “The Mati” 


90. AMERICAN FLAGEI VOL. 1: HARD TIMES 
(First/Braphit Designs hardcover) 

‘Welcome to America, circa 2031: People have fled decaying inner cities and now live 
in shopping malts, while the phone company owns the US. government and recre- 
ational sex spirals out of control, That's American Flagg! Howard Chaykin’s disturbed 
‘vision of America’s future. Out-of-work actor Reuben Flagg signs on as a “Plexus 
Ranger,” a cop protesting the Chicago Pexmall. Flags first mision is to stop 
week gang rampages.. all while indulging in abt of that recreational sex him 
‘self “Flagg blew the roof aff comics," says Jeph Loeb. “The story was mature in its 
‘thinking-social sate mixed with great action." Also: Vol 2: Southem Comfort and. 
Vol. 3: State of the Union, 


‘89. BATMAN: ARKHAM ASYLUM (0¢ softcover) 

Madness runs rampant in Arkham Asylum, and Batman may be coming dun with 
fatal case, When the pychtc Joker leads eo othe nates on Api Foals 
Day, it’s up the Dark Knight to face the lunacy an sve th hastaoes. But what 
happens when the oest of Arkham’ troubled funder, Amadeus Arkham, afets 
the Dark Knight? Wer Grant Morison and artist Dave MoKean raft a distur 
ing psychological tale of what makes Gatham's protestr-and its terors-tick, 
‘Arta continues to inspire tad’ creators, ike upoing Bata Jim Lee. "Tm 


UETIMATE 
X-MEN VOL: 
a7 THE Motegi 


(Marvel mea 
Valverine’s an asassi 
Negreto ap 


in forthe Brotherhood? 


of onan Jen Ge 
Cyclops, Storm, Beast, Colossus and 


dl ncratn of age tht 
ecm remember 4 


lp, 


2. Might Vol 4 
3. oe 

0, & 
Batman Arta 
‘Asym 


trying to approach the Joker ke how 
Dive Mekean-who did the best Joker 
in recent memory | want him 
look really creepy.” 


88. INCREDIBLE HULK: GROUND ZERO (Narva softcover) 
Itbegins witha oodJetng ad ends wit rela detonation! Gund Zrospt- 
Fights not ony the frenetic tale ofthe Leader dropping a gemma bamb on 3 
midl-American town, bit beasts the se retest ul Woherine safest EVER 
“Te fans tought was ety cool” sys Grund Zero writer Pete David, “erase 
itwas the fist tine leet the Hul’s ‘ner and si tht twas 3 
super-atolrated healing facto” Pushing each other pat the bik of sanity, he 
‘wo branfrspunmel and ite one ante in fracas whose spit blood has ner 
been re, thanks tothe utra-detiedpecng of young Todd MeFalane 


BT. ULTIMATE X-MEN VOL. 1: 
THE TOMORROW PEDPLE (Narvel softcover) 
See below, 


86. BATMAN: DARK VICTORY (0¢ hardcover) 
‘Ne mystery ps itl istry makes Batman: rk Wty one of Tin Sle and 
Jeph oes inst claboatins, The sequel o Long Hellen (see, 76) sees 
Batman en Comaisioner Gordon stage wih the iestiain na 
Gotham City’s Hangman lings Theirheadaches mull when a ang 
f Bat Rogie, ed by Two-Face, wage a war withthe eran crime 
fans of Gotham. Al thi han ows suspicon en everyone, nck 
ing the DrkKrght, but when Batnan takes on anew pater 
in Robin the Boy Wonder, the case crac wide ope! Dark 
Victory not only puts @ new spin on the eary years of Batman and 
Rois cae, i lusts jst how important Robin is to the 
Bat myths ad serves up Some of Sal's best at eve. 


85, NIGHTWING VOL, 4 (06 softcaver) 

iss Batman's shadow ono, Gaya A Dele Shade of 

lsc, be fot Nightwing rade, eptizes the forme Boy 
Wonder, nailed pertectly by creators Chuck Dion and Soot 
Meanie wh tion run onthe eqs Fearing hgh ate 
acon LOTS of coo vii, a Superman tamu that shows the dep 
‘bond between the two heroes AND the ng hookup of Dick and 
Oracle, tis trade tly packs more dynamite for your dime, “We bad 
struggled wit nil accusatns of Bstman dren ‘Batman it” 
soy Din, “but we succeded in ging Dicks om voice oti ot 
Batman." For farther Nightwing reading, pick up A Knight in Bloohave, 
Rough Jostice and Love and Bult. 


84, THE COFFIN (hi Press softcover) 

Ot ar Ahmad dd striving unl tere ded A driven scientist 
tut indferen father, Ahmad invest ear of is et crate a metal 
ait call a “Coffin” that can house person's sul after they de, in 
fet ereating tral fe, When a 150-ear-l ine wants the 
sit he stealth technology and Ks Abad, who manages to put is 
sais oe, Fam there, The Caf benares te of revenge ad 
edemptin 5 wel as an exploration on ie and the after, Creepy, 
sash artwork by Mike Hudson cl campliments too 
prong entertanng premise by rookie tr Phil ect, the ener 
on Ken Smiths Green Arow run 


83. BATMAN/HUNTRESS: amplete 
CRY FOR BLOOD (0¢ softcover) ver 
\Who would you rather have in your comer—Batman or the Question? For SE 
‘he Huntress, it's the latter, since he's the only ane convinced of her inno 
cence after she's framed for murder by the Gotham mob, (Of course, (RUM 
‘sling Batman with her crossbow dest help her argument much) Greg 
‘Rucks and Rick Burchett craft a deft tale of honor and redemption in which the 
Huntress must consider a number of questions-and live with how she gets her 
answers. “Twa superb storyteliers at the top of their game,” says former longtime 
‘Batman editor Denny O'Neil. “if Raymond Chandler would have done comics, they 
‘wuuld have resembled this series." 


82. GREEN LANTERN: EMERALD DAWN 


See shove. 


81 DBERGEIST: DIRECTOR'S CUT 

mage/Top Caw softcover) 

For Nazi scientist Jrgen Steinhattz, death becomes him. After being killed by 
his own unholy experiments, Steinholtz is shown the error of his ways in the 
aiterife snd resurrected 3s all-powerful being. He wakes up in the year 2147, 
where the U.S. is being torn apart by a neo-Nazis group intent on seceding from 
the nation. It’s up ta Steinholtz to redeem himself, thwart the Mazis and save the 
world in this haunting tale af redemption by Oan Jolley, Tony Harris and Ray 
‘Snyder. Extras include a newly colored story called “The Hidden Locket,” new 
pages, sketches and creator commentary. Actor Bruce Campbell (“Evil Dead” 
trilogy) says in his introduction, “There is a ct symmetry between the writ- 
ten word and the imagery...these guys have ital: 


80. ON INFINITE EARTHS (0¢ softcaver) 

‘The mast ambitious comic project ever could fil another valume with its body 
count. Marv Wolfman and George Pérez’s Crisis aimed to clean up DC's cluttered 
50-year-old continuity by merging the handful of its parallel Earths into one, but 
not before a being called the Anti-Menitor destroys 
‘an infinite amount of worlds in the process, This: 
‘cover, penciled by Pérez and painted by Alex Ross, 
is easily one of the mast beautiful ever produced and 
worth the purchase alone, “It was actually the first 
series | ever followed,” says JS4 writer Geoff Johns, 
who was 12 at the time. “For me, it really shaped 
the DCU. | doubt ! would've read many DC comics 
before Crisis” 


73, AVENGERS: ULTRON 

UNLIMITED (Narvel softcaver) 
‘The perfect ling machine hss just received an upgrade, courtesy of cre- 
‘ators Kurt Busiek and George Pérez. Ultran, one of the Avengers most 
‘powerful foes, retums with an appetite for destruction and hokts the 
‘ate of mankind in his adamantium grip. After Ultrn slaughters the small 
European country of Slorenia in under three hours, Earth's Mightiest 
Hernes mast rally fixe never before in order to put a stop to this reawak- 
‘ened threat. But do they have what it takes to send this maniacal kiling 


GREEN LANTERN: 
EMERALD DAWN y 


machin to the scrap heap once and fo lf 


78. JLA: EARTH 2 (01 softcover) 

‘Meet the evil JLA. They're called the Crime Syndicate, and as a warm-up to their 
‘current Mew X-Men run, writer Grant Morrison and artist Frank Quitely remade 
‘Superman and Co. into a twisted mirror image more deranged and evil than any- 
thing the JLA's ever faced. The Syndicate reside on a parallel Earth where 
Benedict Amald is on the dollar bill and Lex Luthor is its greatest here. “The 
Crime Syndicate is a twisted, fed up look at the opposite ofthe World's Greatest 
Hernes,” says Flash writer Geoff Jahns. “The relationships between the Syndicate 
‘members, lke Uitraman’s jealousy over Superwoman, are truty unsettling... all 
ina good way.” 


TT. TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES: THE 
COLLECTED BOOK VIL. 1 (Wirage Stucios sftcaver) 

This art no turtle ao. These athe rim, rity tugh-qy trains that stared 
in Kevin Eastman and Peter Lats anal ack-and-white ine sensation. This 
TPB from Wirage crams the fist 15 isues ofthis extremely rar 1960s seis into 
ne massive tion. See if you can cath the riffs on Frank Miles sree rn, 
the Fanta Four and ters." Tarts captured my magiaion nro high,” 
explins 6 Joe witer Josh Balok. “Eastman and Lard made the Tres fel ike 
cg you'd ang ut with You want go play vide games and dink a ie with 
Micelangel,yinow?" 


76. BATMAN: THE LONG HALLOWEEN 


‘Soe ext page. 


1 LONG AALLOWEEN 
QC softcover) 
PBS by Jeo Let 
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‘His PB by Brin Mechel Bends and Mike Aron Oeming oon extra, 
inding character/ooncept sketches, onal stip wich appeared a 
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7, GOLDFISH (Inage softcover) 

Before iting it big with Utimate SpiderMan, Brin Michael Bends 
wrote and illustrated black-and-white crime noir books. His ist 
hi, Golds, ollowed a young gre working his biggest con-get- 
ting his son back fom his ex-iriend, an underword queen. 
“Under th ever-changing tide of his own artwork, Brian's sense of 
pang, dialogue and consequence in Goh al fursh witha 
‘racking intensity,” says Green Arow cover att Mat Wagne 
“Gite, but no les heartfelt, Goldfish and Jinx are what all yoo 
‘inte Spider-Man readers shoul ry when youre nots seared 
of black and white.” 


Wal atic, just 9 teat. The second of fe 
i Tim Sal, this tole combines an 
stiles 00 


“But 
ys 


tery actualy overran what 


intended to be a story about 


75. DOOM PATROL: CRAWLING FROM THE 
WRECKAGE (00 softcover) 

‘When the mst uth reator wits the mst ou-there eres, expt the ues 
ested. Wier Gran Morison’ opening are onthe Doom Pat series flows the 
rnen-and definitely tited-membersof the tam asthe tke onthe Scissomen, 
ho literally cut people ot of realty. Who ele but Monson could come up witha 
character ike Crazy Jane a schizophrenic with 6 erent personalities, each wh 
its vm unique superpower? 


Th. WHITEDUT (Oni Press softcover) 

“When you hit bottom, you can always start digging,” That's the situation Federal 
‘Marshal Carre Stetho finds herself in, as she's entangled in a murder mystery at the 
‘bottom of the world-the frozen wasteland of Antarctica. Writer Greg Rucka places 
the reader firmly in Carrie's snowshoes while artist Steve Lieber perfectly captures 
‘Antarctica’s desolation and beauty in black and white. In Whiteouts sequel Melt, 
Uttimate Spider-Man writer Brian Michael Bendis gushes, “When a book is praised 
‘88 widely as this book was, | find myself wishing that this was the standard of 
‘comics, not the exception.” 


73. PUNISHER: CIRGLE OF BLOOD (Warvel softcover) 
How much viene can ane man tact? Tat’ the question pase in his colecton 
of the rst Punisher mini-series by Seven Gant and Mike Zeck. raped in a cn- 
stanly repeating "citcle of blood”-death begets death-the 
Paniser jet his i kill riminls eae. aCe o Blo, 
he wants to wipe out organized crime once and forall because 
he’s red ofthe king, Of couse, starting a prison rt, kcking 
ff 2 Mob war and taking down an ileal valent organization 
called The Trt cals for an awful lat of Kling But when he's 
‘tryed by the people he once trusted, the story twists even 
mre. rom hi crooked nose tothese brad shoulders, you cnt 
‘ouch Zecks Punisher” exclaims Ed MeBuiness (Thunder). 
“if] err dra the character, the fist hing ook ati issu 
from his bok” 


72. POWERS VOL. 1: WHO KILLED RETRO GIRL? 
(Image softcover) 

Reto Gi the iy’ most proninent superber, as heen murdered. The oly 
cle: th phrase “Kati Chic” pre-painted ona wal etn her cose: Now, 
its upto homicide detestvs Chison Wale and Deena Pin a soe the 
a But en you oles bl oo to ete epi supereresorunct- 
operative vl, sobing aca canbe ext to impos, Pacaly ahd of 


70. FORTUNE AND GLORY (Image softcover) 
Truth is stranger than fiction. Just ask wrterartst Brin Michel 
Bendis, who trades in his usal edgy crime stories, seen in Daedei! 
and Torso, for the foi side of Fortune and Gly Here, Bendis 
recount his absurd deaings with Holjweod execs as he negttes 
totum hs conics into move projects. Few have been to Holywned and back 
and ved to tel the te,” says Holywood player and SA writer Geoff Jobs. Na 
one in LA wil adit it but Fortune & Glory captures the rv Hllywnod exec- 
ute experince, Who ons the igh o lt Ness” asks one exe, | dont 
now how Bens kept stright fc,” 


GS. WOLVERINE (\arvel softcover) 

‘Assassins, ninjas and. ..wedding bells? Logan sees it ll on this Far East adventure 
‘by comic legends Chris Claremont and Frank Miller. This mini-series toned down 
‘Wolverine’s berzerker image and beefed up Logan's role as a wayward samurai 
struggling to maintain his own code of honor. Here, Logan struggles to take out 3. 
Japanese mab lord who also happens to be his girfriend's father. The story's cine 
matic style helped suck in readers such as Lady Death creator Brian Pulido. “It read 
like a mavie,” explains Pulido, “The story unraveled like @ good detective story, but 
this was all out martial arts action.” 


GB. CAPTAIN AMERICA: WAR AND REMEMBRANCE 


See oppste right. 


G7. DAREDEVIL: THE MAN WITHOUT FEAR 
(Marvel Deluxe hardcover) 
Going bind looking for one hel of aD callecton’? Feast your ees on this hand- 


GB wizard #131 
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etn of Te 


‘some hardcover colton of 
Frank Miler and John Romita 


‘Je gripping Daredevil: The Man Without Fear mini-series. Nt ony does it col 
lect the Man Without Fears revamped origin tale, but it includes extra features 
lite an at gallery, erator transrpts and chapter breaks with Bail, “t was 
{ust anvesome”' says "The Matt stonboard artist Steve Skoce. “A great, wel. 
ace story with awevame art ike those before they bename! stars, expeilly 
vihen theyre don as well as this one.” 


BB. AVENGERS: UNDER SIEGE (Marve softcover) 

‘When an amy of spe ines te hore of artis het Heroes, eget ca 
ge a rad stl The naw Barn Zeno orgies veal ord for is ne 
asters of Eland onectsa devious scheme oie ac onaerthe Avengers. His 
pln truah eam th maximum fine asthe Master estoy eng 
Manson, neatly il Heroes an beat ther bute Jarvis body before the good guys 
en een mount a cotta! This soe of the best Avengers sts ofall ie 
courtesy of Roger Stem and Jn Buscema! 


65. SILVER SURFER: THE REBIRTH OF THANDS 
(Marvel softcover) 

anna meet a bad mofo? Say ello to Thanos, a more twisted, manipulative 
tastard youl never fn, Is too bd the Sve Surfer lems that the hard 
vay. In writer Jim Starin'sprecursnr to The Infinity Gaunt (se No, 60), 
ot only does Thanos promise to eatiat hal the universe's pop- 
ulation but he ticks th Surfer into helping hm! “es, these are 
Surfer store, bt the rel star is Thanos, who, for my money, is 
the among the best vilins EVER,” says Sour writer Ran Marz. 
"teamed the ropes watching vim put these stories tgether. By 
the time he tuned Siver Surfer over o me, hed prety a damm 
ond education.” 


GA, X-MEN: GOD LOVES, MAN KILLS 
(arvel softcover) 

Inti Men story by Chis Caremont and Brent Anderson, the ilns 
aint Magnet, The Brathehond or even Sennls-i's ws, na story 
"len fm rector Bryan Singer cals his “favorite X-Men ston,” 
the storys abot hate, pure and simple. It begins withthe nhing of 
two mutant oie, a scene so unseting Sige’ planing nar 
port th toy the pl for Men 2” de out in ay 208.The 
team must ft the Re. Wiliam Sys, hase eangelsm promotes 
fear and prejudice agoist mutants. With ther backs ezine the wal, 
the Xen are forced todo the ntikabe to save the mtant ace: 
‘eam up vith arch-nemesis Magnet. 


hart 


G3, JINX: THE DEFINITIVE COLLECTION 
(Image softcover) 

{none of his earist and most aclaimed works, writer Bin Michel 
Bendis weaves a story of greed and betrayal. Jinx follaws a female 
‘aunty hunter and two young con men onthe bunt for $3 ion, 
‘The sary makes the it ofthe street fel kets on your ands and 
Keeps you turing page ater page of this monster edition. Extras 
include sketches, the srt for 2 proposed Jn animated sees and 
pinup galore, "Without Jn there would ean Utinate Spider 
‘Mon ox Darden by Bends” sys Manel Edtorn-Chiet Joe 
‘Quesada. "His dialogue and pacing in early works like Jinx are 
at got him is ig at Mawel” 


G2. X-FORCE: A NEW BEGINNING 

(Warvel softcover) 

Prepare to look at mutants na whale new light Whether its U- 
Gi, the Opn, Phat x Dop, there's not noma okng one 
inthe bunch. Which sal part of writer Peter Mian panto 
kere th idea of celebrity and its cutrat eptation, a exch 
member is 2 pop star ot for thir onn bes intrest. This TPB 
also gies limps into arts Mike Alri’ skethook ofthe reaksh mutants he 
signed that wee actually to wed tobe included inthe revamp “When {same 
Mike's sttohes, immediately thought, This eter going tobe a massive hit, or 
‘im gonna get fire.” says X-Force Editar rel nso, gues art of me coulda’. 
help but thik, "God elp us, are the Kfans ready fr this?” 


Gi JUSTICE LEAGUE: A NEW BEGINNING 

(OC softcover) 

Funny superheroes are rarely done wel But when Keith Gifen, JM. Delatis 
and Kevin Maguire revitalized the Justice League, nobody did it beter, Their 
combination of snappy banter and hilarious fail expressions ld to an instant 
hit for DC, Readers chucked at Guy Gardner’ perpetual conflict with team 
leader Batman (e conflict that ends with one classic punch), Blue Beetle 
taughing out aud at his teammates and why Captain Marvel shouldbe called 
Captain Whiteread. 


GD. INFINITY GAUNTLET (Harve softcover) 

fen when b's a god, Tans stil can get lucky withthe lads, Pasesing the 
si fit Gems, Thanos gains omnipotence and ki a ofthe universe's popula 
tin wth the snap of his grin anatempt to eam the affection ofthe mishess 
Death plethora of Manel hemes mount defensive to thvart the mad Tian but 
how cn you beat ago? Only witer Jim Stan knew the ans.“ ada hun- 
ed characters and mines destruction, bt fr al the bombast, tas ely about 
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uy ying tn impress gi” says Sour writer Ron Mar. "Thanos flue is 
itimatly one of unrequited love, Who cant relat to that” 


59, EARTH X (Marvel softeaver) 

ltsup to Machine Man to save Earth. An unite cera by co-witers J Krueger 
‘and ex Ros, bt col nonetlss. Ina future where al humans have manfsted 
Superpners, tue eres ae fe an far behen. With th Celeste prpang Ears 
(estucto, X51 (Machine Man's crcinal name) mustconince the remaining hres 
‘to fght for mankind’ necessity. “The beauty of Earths that combines the best 
aspects of al Mares eras,’ says Bully the Vampire Slayer” erator Joss Whedon 
inhi nvoductin. "it has the dark complet ofthe modem andthe wide-eyed wan- 
der ofthe ery days" Asn added bonus the rade includes tons of tetas from 
as rial concent proposal 


5B. JLA: NEW WORLD ORDER (0¢ softcover) 

ule #1: Don sore wth Baran, See, merc eam of supe aes cal the 
Hyperlan as hit Earth, using mind contol o conquer it and eng ou the JLA 
in the rues Beeved dead the Dak Kright sets ot fo re is teammates. See, 
nly he cus the Hypertree... anda tense Di arse game of 
‘aand:mause ens in ths erat story by Grant Morin and Howard Porter 
“Te sory showcased bth nda members end eamnnk asthe) were pied 
‘against amenee thal! cen honght was iahtenng” says forme JA sre 
ari" t in hat sends bot rat and eat Ruben Di gant 
thankyou note every eth” 


THE POWER OF IRON MAN (seve! softcover) 

re up nr. Asn nhs armor mtr 
an TV, He gets is ss hae to hi by 
lant Hs amor's impounded by he goerment, And ono ft his 
nll cores fom oe Se Tony ans 
the fist ine 
with ths elssie ar by Bob 
Layton, John Ronit 


Tony Stk cou 
wp and Kl frig dignity 


om nto an aa 


many readers belie is 
the definitive ron Man 
ae abou ead 


57, DR. STRANGE/DR. DOOM: 

TRIUMPH AND TORMENT (Varvel softcover) 

Dr. Doom mama's boy? To fee his mather’s soul from Mephisto's clutches, 
‘Doom collects on a debt from a wary Dr. Strange, inthis graphic novel by 
Roger Stem and Mike Mignola. The Sorcerer Supreme and the Lateran ic- 
‘ator (an accomplished sorcerer himself) descend into Hell, but find thelr. 
‘uneasy alliance doesn't ead to prosperous teamwork. Doom genius plan 
‘Takes Srange-and even the reader-inagy. nthe end, Doon gab ays 
‘off...but at a cost so heavy, the reader can't help but give him what he 

crates ean 


5B, LEBION OF SUPER-HERDES: THE 
GREAT DARKNESS SABA (0 softcover) 
Inthe 3th certuy, Dat’ name isl whispered in hushed 
fearful tones-he's a boogey man, a demon from Helland an omnipo- 
‘ent tyrant, al rolled into one. And in this opus by Paul Levitz, Keith 
Gen nd Lany ahs e's cut othe th unread 
beset Leinies are hess tp hin! Mtr staing varios ai 
BA sci of power bos is oon eer lees Dae ens. 
‘entire planet of Daxam-imagine three bilion Supermans~and unleashes them on 
‘the galaxy. In the end, any victory gained by the Legion is negated by a horible 
‘curse that affects them forever! Our biggest complaint about this trade: Darkseld’s 
involvement remains @ mystery until halfway through the story, yet the cover gives. 
away the big surprise! 


‘Sa. STRANGERS IN PARADISE VOL. 
T DREAM DF YOU (Abstract Studia softcover) 

"When people sa romance conics are dea." says Kvn Sith "shove tis SP 
raph velit the hands” Ths sto rd romance cami tough Se tee’ 
the love angle between Ktcoo, Fann and Dit witrarist Try Mone’ 
P| ream of Yu putts eae through te winger with ra suspense, When 
its eves tht Kato seo be a al ofr an organized crime ng peng 
infvenc in Washington te plticainvge jumps of he sea. Aso VOL 1: Te 
alected Si, Vol 3: 2 God Life, Vol 4: Love Me Tender, Vol, : mmol 
nei Vol 6: High Schoo Vo. 7: Sancta Vol 8: My Oter Lite, Vol. 9: Chi 
of Rag, Vol 10: Topi of Dsie 


‘54, ANIMAL MAN (0C softever) 

“Tis tite started the rend of telng fit ame characters and showing there re 
no bad slors-jist lores told bath,” remarks Jeph Loeb, Wer Grant Martian 
evened a superhero we cred bout Buy Bake, areuclnt her who cud tsb 
the abies of animal i soa lvl joe with fay wh goes back int the 
superhero bic is fay needs the money. "an tock an unknown charter 
‘and grew a word around hm that would eventually help populate the 
idea of the Vertigo Universe” ats Loe." was, and til remains, 2 
remarable achievement" 


53. HELLBLAZER: DANGEROUS HABITS 
(OC softcover) 

Looking for an fect nt-soking camps? Look thes thn 
Gea Es Hebe Dangers ats When Jon Contains ag 
se wth eine ing cance afta Heine of ung ciate, 
Ee tie usualy con-as--cusumber con man becomes desert, nd tuns 
‘twajone-beft end or foe-tht might beable to care him. Howes, 
leon the surface ts bok may seem ie just nati ootapeus 
Ennis sto lokjustbenat and yo finales in if, death and 
hoe al ee, the inortance of flendship, Be suet check ot the 
ater Heller TPB: Ogi Sins annatins Fle, Tinted Lov 
Fear and Lathing Hard Tine (See No.8) snd Gnd intentions 


‘52. BOX OFFICE POISON (Top Shelf softcover) 
When it comes o ever if in Ne Yr iy and what realy ges 
om behind the sens inthe comic book industry, it doesn't get ny 


sles VO ay 


tt on 


Cute in tis TPB, where a supertear 
led The Anes ( 
lke Marvels Avengets) 


ele nalaae 


nor rec han Bx fice Poison Nex Robins anard-iing seis, rexeny 
pubished in a beaut, 60-pagecoestion by Top Stel Prductns, can tum the 
iat stanh nse como fan into nine can cna. “loved the way 
‘Nexmae is str of rear os, comic book, ve, sex and ont profess 
ne of th mast dell an whimsicabooks tht tnd in yar” say Chis 
Stars, Top She pbisber “Everyone who has read th grepic novel says the 
‘ami thing col put it down! nd that’ saying someting hen is 3 608- 
page bok! 


Si. THE AUTHORITY VOL. 2: 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 


See above, 


SD. THE POWER OF IRON MAN 
See past ft. 


49, STORMWATCH VOL. 4: A FINER WORLD 
(WildStorm/DE softcover) 


Speer str got a whole lot smarter with Warren Elis wring tomato. Elis 


crated some bat strc sn onthe Bok (ced ove fn separate 
‘oles, ut the bes by fr is *A Fite Wot” featuring two min lonng als, 
The fic, "A rer Word ites cent Athy tars Mite en ol, 0 
«een ome operates pursuing te om senda to Somith must bing in fom 
th od. they can sui the showdown! The second sty, Bleed” ses the 
Soil eam discern peel int anata rely, but wit hey see 
a oom ft fo monks snes thal rink theres phere 
‘As: Vol. 1:A Fre of tur, Vol. 2: Lihing Sires, Vol. 3: Change ori and 
Vol, Fn! Ot 


48, HELLBOY: THE CHAINED 

COFFIN AND OTHERS (0ark Horse softcover) 
Cal him a, cal him gruf-ust don't call him he Antichrist. e's etn, Mike 
Mignl'sparanonal investigator, and this cles of short stores captures the 
‘uy perfect, Particularly the til story, «Helo oii tale wth one of the ee 
‘st scenes wth Stan weve ever een. Mignla bases ites on el foore fe 


X-MEN: THE PROTEUS SAGA You know this story was good 
the first time around when’ Ultimate X-Men decides to 
‘reinterpret it. From Uncanny X-Men #125-#128, the X-Men 
‘are pushed to the limit as Dr. Moira MacTaggar!'s mutant 
‘son goes on a rampage, altering reality as he sees fit, all the 
‘while destroying human hosts to house his immense power, 
‘Only one X-Man can stop him-but to do so, it will cost him 
his very soul, A classic by Chris Claremont and John Byrne, 


ALAN MODRE'S DE TALES Much tke Nei! Gaiman's Midnight 
Days [see’ #38), we'd like to see Moore's scattered DC 
stories from Superman, DC Comics Presents and others. 
‘Maybe even repackage the two-part Superman: Whatever 
Happened to the Mani of Tomorrow (see No: 9) in here, too, 


ADHN BYRNE'S NEW SUPERMAN Ain't it amazing that with 
‘everything OC collects, it hasn't collected Byme’s headiine- 
raking 1986 revamp of the regular series? Especially the 
three-part story where Supes must help save the Earth once 
inhabited by the “pre-Byrne” Superman where the Man of 
Steel must take the role of judge, jury and executioner. 


GEORGE PEREZ'S NEW WONDER WOMAN Ditto for Pérez's 1987 
revamp of everyone's favorite Amazon princess, With stunning 
at and stronger ties to Greek mythology, Diana enters man's 
world for he first timo, leaming lessons the hard way. 


THOR VISIONARIES: WALT SIMONSDN VOL. 2-3 The ‘iret volume 
‘stopped just before Simonson’s defining run kicked into high 
‘gear! See Thor confront the world-destroying Surtur (resulting in, 
‘among other huge ramifications, the destricton of the Rainbow. 
Bridge), struggle with Hela scarring curse and transform into 
Thor, the Thunder Frog (pulled off without looking stupid) 


FANTASTIC FOUR VISIDNARIES: JOHN BYRNE VOL. 2-3 Byrne 
wrote and illustrated 64 issues of the senes, and his entire 
‘un needs collecting, The run includes the best Dr, Doom 
stories of all time, a new member in She-Hulk and why. 
Invisible Woman is the team's most powerful member. 


EL DIABLO Writer Brian Azzarello rides herd on one helluva 
‘Wester. When a sheriff caries a haunting secret, he must 
fight a ghostly figure and get caught in a twisted circle of 
revenge and redemption. 


LEGION LOST in the 30th century, the 
Legion patrols the boundaries of the 
United Planets. But when a handful of 
Legionnaires get stranded on the 
farthest side ofthe universe, they 

must resort to things 

most heroes wouldn't 

do, One goes insane, 

/) \ihile another makes 

the ultimate sacrifice! 

lel, we'd even 

Tecommend tossing in all 

the Abnett/Lanning/ 


Coipel Legion 
issues— 
: they're just 


that good! 


“The Woes of St. ug an ancent ged ining St Patick cused 
‘2 group of pagans so they'd tum into wolves every seven years, In “The 
Corpse? Migota adn an sh yam where Heboy ties o buy 2 badly 
but spits fngering around al th bul sites wont him! “Mike 
ign took the very best of Jack Ky, Frank Fata and Nl Toth 
and made in is uriue ste” says Literty Meads creator Frank hn. 
"ign mast sens of esi and power daving make Helboy 
a vivel maseies.” Or Hely boos: Seed of Destruction Wake 
‘the Devil, The Right Hand of Doom and Conqueror Worm, 


47, THOR VISIONARIES: WALT SIMDNSON 
(Mervel softcover) 

\Witerist Simonson shattered the stats quo of Thor by ansiering 
taboo questions and adding more Norse mythology tothe book than had 
‘evereen done before, Readers lam what happens when simone ee 
‘who was worthy picked up Thor’ hammer, when Baler the Brae ges 
biteh-Sepped and when a menace far oreatr than any Thor faced 
unleshes his Tuy upon Asgard Ths stuf is just WOU” says Jeph 
Loch “Walt breathed fe ino a hing rancise The women eked sexy 
again, and Beta Ray Bil was aed tothe lore, A must-have book-the 
artwork ites worth the roe fasion” 


46, HELLBLAZER: HARD TIME 
(OC/Vertiga softcover) i 
Prison maybe rugh-but John Constantine's even rougher, Tring Hel? tity 
rogue ito a badeoe American piso, writer Bran Azzarello and ast Reha | 
Chen amazed fans by showing just why Constantine’ the ne cemate you don't 
‘want “Richard Carbensartnk as brillant” says Constantine oretor Alan More 
"nd | thought that Brian kzarel did as god sob of capturing John Constantine 
2 ve sen anybody do. The book was very dark and interesting witha very spar 
ing aprach to ma, wich I houht made ital te moe convincing nd pave” 


45. X-MEN: E FOR EXTINCTION 

(Marvel softcover) 

lf the Xen never had it eas, writer Grant Monson and ars Frank Quitely made 
things een worse Inter frst Xap, the tandem introced the sais Cassandra 
Nov, whos ston not ust destroying the Xen ut the entre mutant rce-and 
rates up quite the death tol inthis TPB. As, fans get ating glimpse of 
Moris’ rina pith forthe X-Men, "Gant Morison and Frank Quite launched 
their un wth not nly a slik, ool and accessible sto,” says Flasher Gent 
Johns, “bt one that you can't shake ot of your head” 


‘44, USAGI YOJIMBO BOOK 6 
(Fantagraphics Boks softover) 
Funny animals? Serew that. Stan 
‘Sakais tales of samurai swordplay, 
struggles and sacrifice elevate Usagi 
Yojimbo to the premier class of 
‘comic stories. In Vol, 6, Usagi is 
‘tracked by the demon Jel (last seen 
‘in Book 3), whose ebony spear steals 
‘your soul on contact. Usagi also 
‘reunites with his first love, who he 
Jeams married his childhood 

rival after Usagi left years: 

before to tran as a samurai 

‘The kicker of the book hap- 

‘pens when Usagi leas he 

has a son...and can never 

‘el him the truth! 

‘Also: Fantagraphics Books 1- 

7, and Dark Horse reprints: 
‘Shades of Death (Book 8), 


Brevor 


boca y 


FANTASTIC FOUR 


VISIONARIES: JOHN BYRNE 


‘Ang them: Jatin. 
request and 


bination othe wander that Byres un 


an the book is considered second only to San and Jack's." 


Daisho (Book 9), The Brink of Life and Death (Book 10), Seasons (Book 11), 
Grasscuter (Book 12), Grey Shadows (Book 13), Demon Mask (Book 14) and 


Grasseuter Il Book 18), 


43. FANTASTIC FOUR VISIONARIES: JOHN BYRNE 
See abe. 


42, 100 BULLETS VOL, 3: HANG UPON THE 
DOWN LOW 


(OC softcover) 

While every cllection of Brian Azzarello and Eduardo Risus 100 Bullets pulls readers 
deeper into the conspiracy that infers the ile, “Hang Up on the Down Low” best rep- 
resents what crives fan wid aboct the seis, Woven erund the reationstip of betrayal, 
‘murder and pate, “Heng Up” Keeps the pages tuning andthe gunshots fing. The 
‘try revolves around a wannabe gangsta reuniting with his deadbeat dad, who's an 
‘enforcer fora Philadephia mobster. As WidStorm founder Ji Lee puttin his into, 
its" combustve story about seoand chances in the City of Brat Love" Also: Vo, 
1: Fist Shot, Lat Call Vol 2: Salt Second Chance and Vol 4:A Foregone Tomorrow. 


Al, AKIRA VOL. 1 (Dark Horse softcover) 

This Japanese export epic stands toe to toe with any American saga, Dark Horse's 
resent collation of Katsuhiro 
‘Otomo's groundbreaking cyber-punk 
rastpee nats six wei - 
times sting biker punk Kaneda, 
‘whose destiny pits him against his 
test fiend and a Tes. When 
Tetsuo's dormant psychokinetic abil 
ities are unleashed after a freak 
accident, his “awakening” stirs the 
slumbering cil Alre-an oni 
‘tet force that threatens to destay 
‘not only Neo-Tokyo but also al of 
‘creation, After that? Get ready fora 
fide. Tesora Pat ee sy, 
“Aka is nat only a stunning story, 
‘but the genius behind Otoro’s con- 
‘ceptual designs and innovative 
‘paneling are almost unexplainable.” 
‘As: Ai Books 2-6 


Gp wizara #131 


40. KINGDOM COME 
See bow. 


39, BANNER (Marvel softcover) 
‘How do you Kil the Hulk? That's all Bruce Banner wants to know. After years of ving 
\wth the monster inside him, Bruce Banner teeters onthe edge of insanity and attempts 


sie-but the monte went hi de! itn by Brin Azzaro wth arty Rchard | 


Corben, Banner shaped what was to come forthe oren goat. “Banner redened 
iat he Hulk was and defined what the charctr wold be dow the road at Manel” 
says Marvel Etrin Chef Joe Quesada. “The bok tnd as one of he best Hulk sto- 
fee told." 


38. NEIL GAIMAN'S MIDNIGHT DAYS (0¢ softcover) 


iyo only ead Nel Gaiman's Sandman rade paperbacks, you ned thst com- 


plete your colt, Filed with stories that din it into other trades, Midnight | 


‘iy colects some of Gaiman's best and mast offbeat work for DC, With art by a 


fest of top atts ke Helos Mike Mignoa and Dave McKean, the book showcases | 


‘he ny meeting beeen te Golden ge Sancinan and Goimas Sandman aswel 
«sth ers on Join Constoinestryn Hellz nd her’ een an appear 
ane by Baan! 


37, PLANETARY VOL. 2: THE FOURTH MAN 
(OC/WildStorm softcover) 

yu think the Fanatic Four make reat heresy sen them ass bad 
gine ina sexe goremment noir n Were ls and Jot Cassada’ 
neta the tists hep on co nhs lume, the Planetary eam uncovers he 
Fa’ i ling 2 Spear beng sa bby asssinatng a ode Wanan- 
‘ypewari and toring Green Lartmaque bg." hans ma” says "Bt the 
‘Vampire Stayer” creator Joss Whedon in his introduction “Ever issue ts own shar, 
dazzing tale that would bind the reader even if they had no idea it was part ofa larger 
‘whole.” Also check out Vol. 1:All Over the World and Other Stores. 


36. SIN CITY: A DAME TO KILL FOR 
(Dark Horse softcover) 
Dames ike Ava are impossible to ress, as Dwight MoCarthy qucly dscot- 


KINGDOM COME 
(DO/Graphitti Designs 
hardeaver) 
‘Armageddon approaches fast, 

i ‘only the Spectre and Norman 

ashen pos 

‘Creators Mark Waid and Alex 

Ross presenta dystonia 

future in which 

“hates? constantly 

plc i 

jeopardy. A retired 


ent vs in 


‘Superman shuns the: gut 
untols 
a Aghia 
1d Captain Marvel 


ag hardcover eto featur 
second volume of Ross’ design 


|We interpt our regularly scheduled sidebar to present you with 
‘a special edition of Trading Post,” spotlighting the top trades hit 
ting in JULY. Go nuts: There's comething hero for everybody. 


‘AMAZING SPIDER-MAN: REVELATIONS tse nis coleton 
‘of ASM (vol, 2) #36-#99, read the moving Sept. 11 story as 
Ws hl ats dsr of Pole Eula ie Mier 
tty! $8.99 uly 10) 

ANAL HAN: ORIIN OFTHE SPECIES ttn Presoning to 
Mss alll inh Noes Seals on a Gat, 
this collection finds Animal Man falling deeper into the world of 
‘Sesenomenon abt Ge mash 
back of his mind, Mature Readers. $19.95 (Jul 

THE AUTHORITY: EARTH INFERIG AND OTHER STORIES 
(WildStorm/0¢) This trade collects issues #17-#20-where the 
al ari ssi oat ca wal ves 
the Authority Annual 2001 and the WildStorm Summer Special. 
$14.95 (July 3) 

UAREDEVIE WAKE UP ony 
(Marvel) This collection of the David 
Nolin Michael Bois wn 
hese ich opoean nati 
connection between Daredevil 
edie vetle org agli 
murdered vilain named Leap Frog, 
$9.99 (July 24) 

EXTLES VOL. 2 A WORLO APART 
(Marvel) Our dimension-hopping. 
ac te arto vr 
onset ba Hol and Glas in 
ths colecion of saves #611 

314.99 (July 10). 

NEEDED. RETURN 
TF THE NONSTER tae) Roping Hk #24-#90, ho fet 
‘oryare by new writer Bruce Jones and John Romita J, this 
iid ca il Cheon Golan Wah rs A 
small by. But isthe Hulk gui, or ist a massivs conspiracy? 
$12.95 (Jul 

LOVE WOLF AN CUE VOL 23 TEARS FE vn 
eee ate ‘Edo, Lone Wolf and Cub continue their 

feud yh the ie clan, MR, $2.95 (uy 31) 

CHEN VIL. 2NPERA ae) Wil sna protestors 
bli nantionean alos indacern 
‘Nova and her mind-controlied amy of Shi'ar imperial Guardsmen! 
$19.99 lily 10) 

UT THERE (ciithangert0¢) Four disparate teens must defend their 
Dig Ga ores sete la it Nope, 
Ti by cos er prot ous coi 
Collects Out There #1-#6, $12.95 (uly 3) 

RUSE VOL ENTER THE DEFECTIVE (cst tho getot 
alee in Pingo Stn Ard and he hel ye, 
Nils cay Eon Bs 6 il nena pce 
th shadony Mranda Ge Calecing use nies #4, 
$15.95 (uly 3) And for more on Ruse, check out “Book of the, 
Month" on page 108) 

THOR: THE DEATH (OF DIN (Marve) Read the soon-to-be-classio story 
‘of Odin’s death and Thor's ascension to the throne of Asgard, in 
this collection of Thor (vol, 2) #39-4#44, $12.99 (July 17). 

TIM RAIDER VL. 3: CHASING SHANGR-LA oy vn eb 
gle (are rf bation acho he ca ecreable 
a cele lacy ote 

ilar series. $12.95 (July 24). 

| WMOLENT MESSIARS VOL, THE BOOK OF JOB ong wie no 
tultraviolent vigilante named Gitizen Pain stalke the streets of 
ator oan aroha stalled ie Fony Mar 
leaves a trail of corpses in his wakel $24.95 uly 3) 


august 2002 TB 


es, Haunted by his hard-inking past, Dwight 
‘earns a living as a skuzzy P.J....that is, until Ava 
‘steps back into his life. Why has she retumed and 
what does she want? As is typical in the Sin City 
mythos, nothing is what it seems, It isn't ong 
before Dwight and Sin City stalwart Marv team up 
to bust some serious heads. A film noir classic 
‘from creator Frank Miller. “There's no wasted line © 
ae q\ 


of ator stony” says Tharinker Scott Hanna, “Miler 
bas updated the noir style toa level that has not 
been matched, period.” Other Sin City TPBs: Sin City, Family Values, 
The Big Fat Kl, That Yellow Bastard (See No, 27), Hell and Back, nd 
‘Booze, Broads and Bullets. 


35, PEDRO AND ME (Henry Holt Books softover) 

‘Wo one knew who Judd Winick was. Fantastic Four scribe Mark Waid had 
seen Winick a few times on MTV's “Real World: San Francisco” in 1993 but 
after reading Winick’s touching, reverent and sometimes funny autobio- 
‘grephical story of losing his friend and co-star Pedro Zamora to AIDS, Waid 
‘couldn't forget him. “When Judd gave me a copy, | didn't really know him 
orhis work very wel, and I distinctly remember thinking I'd fp through it just long 
‘enough to say Id looked at i,” explains Waid. “I fiterally could not put it down andl 
that it brought me to tears with its honest passion and depth of emotion.” 


34, 300 (Dirk Horse hardeover) 

Creator Frank Miller carried readers back in time to visit the Greek battlefields of 
‘Thermopaylae where 300 brave Spartan soldiers died holding off the entire Persian 
army in 400 B.C. The entire wrenching story of the battle is told in two-page 
spreads, making this oversized hardcover-there will never be a softcover printed 
the perfect format. 


‘33. LEAGUE OF EXTRAORDINARY GENTLEMEN 
(OC/ABE hardcover) 

‘Dott wat forthe moi you do, oul mis al the tle mance writer Aan Moore 
and att Kevin Ol have pected int his entering tribute othe teary char- 
aces ofystryen, The soy its Mr Hye, Alan Qateal,the nisl Man Cap, 
Neo an Mino Muay (tum Dracula of Here's asi ins. This 
is what Moore does best," comments Jeph Loeb (Spider-Man: Blue). "He takes 
icon harass they have ght and places them nan entirely unique sto 
lng” ort mis al the cool extras, ich ncdes a noel prequel cover glery 
and interactive games. 


32. BONE VOL, 2: THE GREAT COW RACE 


See ight. 
31. TORSO (Image softeaver) 


In 1935, a ser lle leaves heatiess and fmbless bodies all across 
Cleveland's sums. Hunted by rea.ifeG-nan Et Ness, the “Tora mut- 
err was never aught Or was he? With Tro, co-reators Brian 
‘Michael Bends and Mare Andrey recreate a gripping, crepy- 
as-hell rue-crime story about Americas first serial murderer 
Fantastic extras include cme scene phots, newspaper art 

‘es and various historical documents that make a auning 

story absolutely trying. 


30, ASTRO CITY VOL. 3: 


CONFESSIONS (\mage softcover) 

‘A Bn Kioney wanted was to be 8 superbe siekick But 
‘wen the mysterious Cnfesor comes cain, ney hes on 
the identity of Ata Boy under a vel of secreny,dstst and mur- 


er, Confessor asa dark secret... but wl Key in is gig to isomer 
it Creators Kurt Buse and Brent Anderson dsh out not one, but tho 
reat superero yams, as there's also a short tale about a man who's 


4 Ast iy Vl 3: 

Cans, 

an: lating Can 
the Joggerent 


is and why she's haunting hi al up to 
one ofthe sede! consis eer. Extras 
inde a deta AnderonRosssktoh- 
book hn fismaieg ruc Ne Gana 
$335 Ast Diy art and iis good ar Check out hese ete At Cy TP: Vi. 
JL the Bi ty, Vol 2: Family bum, and Vo 4: Tish Agel 


29, DAREDEVIL: YELLOW 

(Marvel hardcover) 

This heartfelt “Year One take by the tam of Jeph Loeb and Tim Sale shes 
hack to the east adventures of Marv's Man Withoot Fea, andthe av r+ 
ange between DD alter ego Matt Murdock, law partner Foggy Nelson and seretry 
Karen Page “The sory was everthing that was great about Daredevil,” says 
cent Daredei writer Brian Michael Beni. it showed people how oeat he 
book was, even way back when.” The hardcover collection even has a 1-pape 
bonus section showing the technique behind Sales amazing ik wash art. 


28. SPIDER-MAN: NOTHING CAN STOP THE 
dUGEI 


(Marvel softcover) 
‘Spider-Man's wing to de, if that’s what t takes. With ust two issues of Amazing 


BONE VOL. 2: 
‘THE GREAT COW RACE 


cle 


ns anderen his 
Doug” While the e-seoond 

Bone na 
in the valley sopping wate 
etween cows and an 


its theyre 


laugh outloud wit so 
n the mast stavoch superhero f 


can make ead 


Nol 3: yes of te 
4: The ragonstyer, Vol, 
Rock in, Mester of he E 
Barer, Vol 6: Ob t's Cove aed 
ol 7: Btast Ces 


SUPERMAN FOR b 
‘ALL SEASONS 
(OC hardcover) 
Before there was TV's 
Smile, there was Superman FerAl 
‘Seasons The enter entre of Ci 
Kenta be in yoqe right naw, btn 
4990, creators Jeph Loeb and Tim 
Sale crafted this moving tale off 
Cark’s burgeoning superhero 
carer In his story, we see how 
‘wing Soperman ats Clark’ ie 
ow Ole ein 
Saale inlvences the Man of See \@ 
iets for is feo feud wi, 
ex Lub, adésooignant depth ok 
relationship wih Lana Lang, and ustates 
band a adopted son of Earth can become 
its champion thanks tothe parenting of 
tw Kansas farmers. 


Smal 


Spidr-lan (228, #290), Roper Stem and John Rota J weave the ultimate 
tl of Spidey’ refusal to back down from the mast veraheing of obstacles 
sail the Juggernaut Even afer dragging Spidey thraughaealagsng biking 
and pummeing bin relentlessly, uggerau discavers that Spider-Man may be 
more unstoppable than he “Holy CRAP, cu tem wrt Spider-Man,” enthuses 
ngdom Come writer Mark Wei. stil remember exacty where | was, een the 
couch | as siting on when | read Pat One ofthat story. It made me lore the 
ggeraut forever? 


27. SIN CITY: THAT YELLOW BASTARD 

(Dark Horse softcover) 

‘Al John atgan wants od i sae ait gi even though it ast im eventing, 
Setup, betrayed and then et tort in ja, Matigan does his tie ke a man, unt 
ight year ater the litle git he saved is now woman and she needs saving again, 
ALI file Nancy Callahan's ll own up with boy ol for anda price on er 
bead As Haran gets pul deeper and deeper ino ne ofthe nest xe or comics 
ever produced by wnter/artst Frank Mil, the ending stl shocks the reader na 
mater how any times they edit 


26, SOLAR, MAN DF THE ATOM: ALPHA AND OMEGA 
(Valiant saftcaver) 

When normal man besomes a god, no ood can come af i. Enter Philip 
Seles physicist blessed with godite powers after suniving «nuclear melt 
down. this story by Jim Shooter, Bary Windso-Smithand Bo Layton, Seles 
desires to change the world forthe better, but his powers arent easy to con- 
tool. The side effects of such moves affect the entre soar system, As 
co-pateinker Bob Layton observes in the introduction, it’ about "a man so 
sexed wit unlocking the seres of stence that he loses his sul nthe 
vous... so it woud stem.” 


25, FANTASTIC FOUR: THE TRIAL OF GALACTUS 
(Narvel softeaver) 

Poor Reed Richards Not onl isthe super-genis leader ofthe FF supposed to 
‘nal the ans hes a ice guy, to boo, So when a weary Galactus ust con- 
sume the Earth inorder a sunve, both the combined might of the Avengers and 
FF is needed to pul ut al the stops and halt is attack. At the climax ofthe bat- 
te, Reed must make a decison that will make hi if, an the vs ofthe rest of 


the F, absolutly miserable, | 


24, DEATH: THE HIGH COST OF LIVING (0C softcover) 


Creators Neil Gaiman and Chris Bachalo follow Death-not the Grim Reaper you'd 


CrossGen begins TPB revolution 


Trade paperbacks aren't what they used to be. 

With more ard more comic fans opting to pick up the 
Collected editions of storylines rather than buy individual 
issues, CrossGen Comics capitalizes on the idea with its 
new compendia editions Forge and Edge, each of which 
collects at least four storylines from different 
CrossGen titles. peal 

“Obviously we want (ia 
everyone to. buy 
‘everything we publish but 
GrossGen's titles were 
set Up $0 you don't have 
to read every ttle,” says 
CrossGen Vice President, 

Product Development 

Tony Panaccio. “With 

Forge and Edge, if you lke 
Iwo or three CrossGen 
titles, you can buy the 
compendia editions they're 
in and get a few titles you 
haven't checked out yet. Its 
a good way to get fans 
to try stuff they might 
not otherwise.” 

For years, European 

and Japanese-based 
publishers have collected 
multiple stories from 
different creators in th 
single volumes, but with 
Forge and Edge, 
CrossGen hopes this 
will be a system more 
‘comic companies come 
to adopt, 

Priced between $9.98 and 
$11.98 for over 260 pages, both publications are a value- 
packed way to view CrossGen's ever-increasing and exciting 
universe, | MIKE COTTON 


anticipate, buts hpny-g-ucky goth chick who trfics you a your fina des- 
ration, And one day evry century she gets to walk among the lvn. Death 
anvines depressed teen Sexton Furia not o commit sud." wos like @ 
reat movie that you rea)” says Strangers in Praise orator Ter Mowe, "it 
2s the fist camic | ever read that had mood, When Death here comments 
mber philosophy of feat the end that realy got me, That book was writen 
with considerable pasion.” 


23. SUPERMAN FOR ALL SEASONS 


See above let 
22. SQUADRON SUPREME (Wervel softcover) 


‘With the world in shambles, ony the JLA-ike Squadron Supreme can putt back 
‘ogether. Writer Mark Gruenwal's story puts superheroes in conto he globe, 
as the Squadron ends poverty, war, ease and crime In ding $0, they vate 
everyone's cl rights forthe greater god by disarming every citizen and brain- 
washing criminals int law-abiders! Hone of which sits wel with Nighthawk, a 
Batman-esque ex-member who foms his oun super-amy to stop the Suafon 
before democracy is extinguished! An interesting “extra inthe fist printing of 
this TPB isthe late Gruen’ ashes placed in is printing ink! “Squadron 
‘Supreme remains one of my favorite stories in comics,” says Alex Rossin his 
accompanying txt pee. “lt still makes me jealous to this day.” 


‘TOP 10 BOOK 1 
(OC/ABE hardeaver) 
net caps in 
tobe tough- 
reryone in the city has superones 


The 10th Pr 
Nenpos 


i anew sense ofgitiness and realism, See such shockers as DD bust 
cap inthe Punisher and former lover Eletra’s death atthe hands of 
the assassin Bulseye, “The characterization and action were s bit mae 
than the stuff that | was eating at the time,” explains Wolverine: Bleed 
‘Debt iter/aist Steve Skroce, “it was more mature and ful of power. 
ful images and sequences, It felt mare tke a film.” 


‘an Moore writes huge ener 


st ln“ Blu 


ene Ha and Zonder Cannon, 
led a with 
es of camens by fa 


¥) dele hyper 


Galata try hat ip 
ping xine trams onan page, 
then high comedy on the next 


The hard 


rejected character designs and 
‘lke bookmark. "Top 10}iks a5 
anel Boy att 6. Jones, “t 
tookmark, Whe 


sys 
love i down to 


wile 


17, MAGNUS, ROBOT FIGHTER: 

STEEL NATION (Valiant softcover) 

fa robot es ric intsigenc iit ale? Thats mat wit Jn Shoks 
sks in is 1991 revamp of “ssc hero Magnus, hase duty tio 
destroy alineliget ootsin autre, But hen thes Lbs 
umberin teins to fight fr ream Magus stars to wonder ht 
oi teat hog by hating tsb reo. lim Shoots un ws 
just anaing” remeber wer Rope Stem, nh events) vent on oe 
thee iss ofthe seis hel "Thre was just so much he cal wth 
that tr sce, and Shooter ook advantage of.” 


16. TOP 10 BOOK 1 


See ltt. 


else would yo find Galactus?” Al: 


Top 10 Book 2 


21, THE BOOKS OF MAGIC (0¢/Vertiga softcover) 

He's 2 12-year-old boy who could grow up tobe more powerful than Superman. 
‘Meet Tim Hunter, who-long before Harry Potter was a twinkle in J,K. Rowling's 
fe-was destined to become the world’s greatest sorcerer, Follow Tim through 
the dark and disturbing underbelly of OC’s Vertigo universe with John 
Constantine, the Phantom Stranger, Dr. Occult and Mr. E as your guides. See 
the deadly serious sides of Dr. Fate, the Spectre and Zatanna and find out if 
‘you can figure out whieh DC “superhero” thinks the world would be a safer place 
‘with Tim Hunter dead. 


20. PREACHER VOL3: PROUD AMERICANS 
(OG/Vertiga softcover) 

By Gs sory res When aba regs oration aed The Gal rete 
‘to take over the world and puta retarded, inbred descendant of Jesus Christ into power, 
its up tthe Re, Jase Caster to top them using his mighty mind-ontol power 
‘le The Word Iso bad The Word oy wots th bad ys spel .wich 
mary drt ick fr Jes, stppt ing actin ale Sin of Kes has 
tisk. forna, This cation by Cah Ems and Stel shos the 
legs to wich Caster illo fois end todo wat’ it Cte Pear 
tos Vol 1: Gone to Texas, Val 2 Un th ro te Wo, Vol 4: Ancien 
‘History, Vol 5: Dixie Fried, Vol. 6: War in the Sun, Vol 7: Salvation, Vo 8: All 
Hels Carin Vol 8: Alma 


19, HAWKWORLD (0¢ softcover) 

Hawkman becomes a bird of a different feather in Hawkworld, This rad- 
ical revamp by writer/artst Tim Truman starring a new, gritier Winged 
Warrior really soars. Katar Hol is a Wingman, the security force ofthe 
‘planet Thanagar, a corrupt imperial society built on the conquest of 
‘other races, To cape, Hol becomes a drug addict and gets embroiled in 
‘a plot to cleanse his planet of undesirable refugees, and is set up by his 
‘superiors. Hol vows to restore his planet-and his own honar-to great- 
ress by battling the forces keeping itin thrall. The events of Hawkworld may be 
‘4. memory to the current Hawkman, but this stands as one of the best relaunch 
stores ever. 


18. DAREDEVIL VISIONARIES: 
FRANK MILLER VOL, 2 (Marvel softcover) 

‘Wanna read a good Daredevil book before the movie comes out in 2003? Lat your 
‘radar sense guide you to this second of three volumes showcasing Frank Miller's: 
original DD tenure, Miller took over the writing and art in these tales, ushering 


15. THE NEW TEEN TITANS: 

‘THE JUDAS CONTRACT (0¢ softcover) 

The Titans have  treitorin their midst. This spy knows their secrets and hands them 
wer to the deadliest mercenary alive: Deathstroke the Terminator, who systemati- 
‘cally takes out the team. Only Nightwing escapes. ..but even he needs help in order 
to rescue them befor its to lat. inthis staryar, Marv Wotan and Georg Pérez 
‘ull off a ot in six issues: Dick Grayson becomes Nightwing for the first time, Kid 
Flash quits, Jericho (the son of Deathstroke) joins up...and:a tragic blow hits the 
team. “Judas Contract is a perfect template for powerful, dramatic storyteling” 
‘lauds Steve Kurth, penciler for G., Joe. “This story was pure magic.” 


14. MIRACLEMAN VOL. 3: OLYMPUS, 
(Eclipse softeaver) 

"“Mlracleman, out of al the things Alan Moore has write, is the mest exciting, inepira- 
tira and anges token sapere tate eer ay Kg Come, 
‘ex Ross. lore ote Wathen Mere reaped the desc ish iin 
‘tales of love and death. However, in Vo. 3, Moore arnns up the camage to new levels as 
Hiraeman'spjchotis fone sek rus, esting Lond aden a trl 
‘ond, death nd agony in his wake. And the stoy’s imax wil eave you halo, "Fe 
‘people have ever touched the things he ied to open up 
abou the myogy of supereroes recounts Rss“ 
sore ways ead tre e-etk the lati and 
sade itrre wi” A: lactone Boks 4, 


13. SWAMP THING VOL. t: 

SAGA DF THE SWAMP THING (0C Comics) 

tething sini Ale Holand Kneis wrong, Holand thought he was a man 
‘etme by instil sabotage into hore swamp creature, But when be 
exer’ an acta vegeta he es his ind ane is anit befor rean- 
bg ohn ne ofthe mast rining orale sts (Rely) youl eve read. 


‘Sap Thing pt writer Aan Moore onthe map, atacted an adult aucence and 


auch DCs Vertigo imprint, so: Vol 2: Love and Death Vol. 3: The Curse, 
(i 4:4 Murder of Crs, Vo 5: Earth wo Earth 


12. X-MEN: DAYS OF FUTURE PAST (Narvel Comics) 

Thelen areal but ead, At lest that’s tre in a possible future, where the cold, robot 
‘Sentinels rue the globe and mutants they haven't incinerated are imprisoned in camps. 
Tefen etree age up, 3 foryameting Kity Pye psychical tay 
4 through time in a last-ditch effort to stop the event that led to this helish future, 
‘Geators Chris Claremont and John Byme shocked readers with this dark tale, altering 
‘he Kllen's history regardless. “The entire storyine was unexpected,” remembers, 
iter gh Loeb, "kt rk so many rata toying patie inci by 
reeling a word that could be~vhie stil reinforcing what the X-Men were all about.” 


{L THE GOLDEN AGE (00 Comics) 
‘Spteroes are ineeant A thy that way. Ths dk prise carts James 
Ahn and Pal Si’ The Golden Ae Set in past MN CU, boting Aner 


MEN: THE DARK Pane SABA 
(Warvel Comic 


atin ti fet in the Ys ay. 
wine of ye’ ar we jt a 


fi 
yu stepped into. that 
Tee ws gues: 
ig viene 

aol tere was 

aking back 


THE GRAND-DADDY OF 
THEM ALL 


Will Eisner, inventor of the ‘graphic novel’ 


‘Comic trade paperbacks are everywhere these days, But the 
fotion of @ comic in a “real” bookstore was once absurd~ 
Until one man changed all that. 

Will Eisner is generally considered the “inventor” of the 
‘graphic novel. His 1978 A Contract With God) in which a 
‘an unilaterally writes a contract with God and then expects 
‘God to honor it, broke new ground, 

41 had in mind to take the comic out of the comic book 
formal, and produce a comic that adults would read” Eisner 
says. Eisner crafted A 
Contract With God in a 
@-by-S-inch format that 
looked like a large-size 
paperback novel. “The 
subject matter was more 
‘adult than superheroes 
80 | wanted a package 
that would reflect that,” 
he says, 

Eisner’ tome made it 
to bookstore shelves, 

Where it remains today. A 
Contract with God (now. 
published by DC 
Comics) has been in 
print for 24 years, and 


seven languages. Eisner 
‘went on to craft other “everyman” tales with an adult 
‘ensibiliy, euch as To the Heart of the Storm, one man's 
recollection of his family history: and Dropsie Avenue, which 
chronicles 400 years of changes in one street in The Bronx. 
Eisner remains as vital as ever, 
*He can write these things that are in everyone's 
experience,” says Ultimate Spider-Man writer Brian Michael 
Bendis, ‘When he's writing personal storios, watch out 
he's writing about you." 
Ho also laid the groundwork for, well..everything 
__ since 1978. “Wil Eisner paved the vay fo ll of usin 
‘omies to do more serious material” says Origin 
writer Paul Jenkins, ‘Thank God he came along.” 
LIM McLAUCHLIN 


asl but fot aut is sper omer defenders Hones, 
thee Ut hmaniteeutes (ong with naman a est 
iin, cke-sarting powerhouse), planning to cont the 
White House. Gren Lane, Jah Quick and the other 
“ty en” re-aere tke ot a supe wan in 
ne of cori retest fe foals. itmade me reaie 
te dann coh igi supers coud be" says 
94 soit Get ons. strict and 
Symon woven int the coos tke on thse 
teres? 


40. X-MEN: THE DARK 
PHOENIX SABA (Marvel Comics) 
See let, 


9, SUPERMAN: WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE 
MAN OF TOMORROW? (0C softcover) 
tvs mer ten of Tororo to become the Man of Yesterday As 0 pre- 


eb 


WATCHMEN 


(GraphitDesign hard 
‘Watch the ¥ 


material, 


anata biccospiay, 
aes leh scenes oni 


iohmen ina whole new ight. Betore 
the DVO came slong, Grapit gave the greatest 
Superero star of al-time its oretest package of extra 
‘you real Man Moore and Dave 
Gibbons’ story revolving around very human 
upereroes who mist sale a murder mystery and 
get over 30 
This black, 


‘7. DAREDEVIL: BORN AGAIN (Verve softcaver) 

‘The ulate DD story! The Kingin of Crime ally ears exactly who the mat 
behind the mask of Dred i, making Mat Murdock fea itera ving he 
We Fk ile an ast Dav accel not ony make Muck 
finn the werd around i, but his own faith. To putt simply, Bor Aga 
paved the way fr the types of stories that fans are used to seeing fom te 
likes of Vertigo, Marvel Knights and MAK “Onc found the Bar Again rte 
paperback, | kept tat my drawing table” says The Oe artist Mat aly 
“Its the single best supeero treatment Ive ever read, just because i as 
such a personal story of betrayal and redemption” 


Teather-bound slipease ection comes complete 


i the original series pith, deta character 
hoept sketches by 
1's complete pla/segtant be 

promotional materi, Het, this 
tome even bas a NASA photograph of an zt 


commentary by Meo 
- Gibbor 
sand 


3 on the surace of ars! 


Having Moore/Gibbons breaking down 
bout as 


the story and charac 
7 dose as wee oping to 
\ commeran” os 
Bue wit ph Loch "Sm 
ot ond 
tho, ate the rear” 


pared ota Sypeman fom sratch in 1965, the pubiher wanted to se ofthe “ld” 
Man of Sel that had ben around since 198, Wer Aan Mone had Sues fae of with 
Lx Luthor and Briann the Fortes of Sou al time, leaving every reader with 
atearin fer eye. "A bitersnetooodhye to Supennan continuity inode to pae way 
fora revamped Man of Steel, Weve Happened tthe Man of Torarow wore as bth 
‘anos to a Simpler past, and a ook forward ol that comics coud be,” says 
Sou serve Ron Marz “Ths Yast Superman storys ao one of he best” 


B. MARVELS (Warvel hardcaver) 
The sory of te Mane! Unies neveoked gpd Tol fom a nope’ 
point fe, Kat Bikaner Ros Mane hua evga as her. 
ofan the Manel rive, rm muta peje oa teat tt cou 
dest te wo get al ary over at oak” sys Mare Bay ats J, res 
"Rit also mocha tvs an explo the extaodnary sen fom ay 
hun pepe The Mane halo etn rot ny ala tenends ot 
‘caver by Ross, but also tons of 
slttok ater, pn er 
coc dre conentay 


nd the mogio~ bt wit he 


Man Vol 2 


ndran Vol 4 


6. BATMAN: YEAR ONE (0¢ softcover) 

Everone re te stry-uttok rk ler aa azxshell tome pe 
pl care att Creating deta and fst gave sty et ding Bre Ways 
fist year she Dark Kite to ctor raft he define Baten a 
stan ty dit that spelen Mies to change Ben aia 
a superheroes ho ade te he theme pis, ps 
and rt cas The sarpseo esr coes frm co-ed the Capa 
ames Gor, araleln isfst elish yr Gaiam iy aswel, Both Baten 
and Goro fd ote har yh dep th comion in Cau gos. 


5, ULTIMATE SPIDER-MAN VOL. 1 
(Marvel hardcover) 

‘The utiate in reprint colestins. This ht hadooe n't jut a rept of the 
fist issues of te smash it sresundting Spidey forthe st century. ea 
tas teri oy Hane pre Bil Joma, malt corespanence between rier 
Ban Miche! ents al Jove (nding te dsagrements), chr desne/etes 
ty ris Mar Bagley, commentary by Bens and Jens, AD acl rein of he 
Left ig fom Aang Fray #5 reins. "Wane ery ee ir the er 
bund cles eon tas of witha Bang” says Jeph Lob, “And anytime we get 
sez how Jena’ mind vorst can ny be deste as ang Fantasy” 


4, SANDMAN VOL. 4: SEASON OF MISTS 

(OG/Vertigo softcovers) 

Laties and gentlemen... th dei as ef the bung. Or Hel, actualy. And Lui 
‘Was the Sandman, aka, Morpheus the master ofthe deamword to runt On 
one problem: Morpheus doesnt want the jo, Creator Nei Gaian hs crated oe 
hell of tal ere. .and the best extra" in ths TPB that its on of 10 Sandman 
callections, painting on of amie’ chest canvases. A Vol 1: Mectumes and 
Preludes, Vol 2; The Dols House, Vol 3: The Dream County, Vo 5:A Game of You 
Vol 6 ables and Refectons, Vol. 7: Brief Lies, Vo 8: Wos End Vol 9: The 
‘indy Ones, Vol. 10: The Wake, 


3. BATMAN: THE DARK KNIGHT 
RETURNS 10TH ANNIVERSARY 
EDITION (0¢ herdoover) 

Os ae, youve ready read this timate Bata tle-but his 
slipcase etn makes teen beter. Sure, you can ejy Frank 
Aer’ str staring a rls 60-umeting Dark Krghtcon- 
ing outa tiement to ht rien elish Gotha ity. When 
Youre done, ths version comes with Mile’ origina past 
toissue #4 (quess wtih a much darker eng), acon- 
aatn ofthe minsream ates on DAR fra sures ike 
‘Roling Stone and Spina skeshbook section and clr at 
tlt by llr. (He, if ye realy ambit, ty to abo nt 
own The Complete Frank Miler Batman hardcover by 
Longmeadow rss eoless KR, Batman: Year One ai 
fit 4nown Batman Chinas sty pened by le) 


2, WATCHMEN 
(Graphitti Designs hardcover) 
See ab. 


MAUS: A SURVIVOR’S TALE 


(Pantheon hardcover) 
Wien you tk aut conic Boks as ana fom the ist, as ard best 
‘example is Art Spiegeiman's Maus: A Survivor's Tale, 

Mens an intensely personel account of suing a Wa Wer I Na 


‘anceniration camp, transcends comics Ask any artist or cartoonist in this fl, 


and theyll you tat hs ular Pize-winning graphic novel eresenis what al 
conic bok apie tobe. 


“Lil ahs emernber who gave Maus tome,” says tint Side Msn ter 


Bran Michel Bends. didnt even knowit existed and my rabbi fat showed 
1m uel proof thatthe medium can reach anyone.” 

‘asta testy of Spiegelman ater, Vek Siegeian, 
and els rt tory o evi ein Eroe during Nac 
‘ccupatn from th at 1880 nti the end of World 
War But Spiegelman the cartoonist takes a 
niue lokat te stugle beeen the Nas 
andthe Jens by rnsoming the pay- 
rs ito animals: cats (Vaz), mice 
(Gens), igs es working forthe 
Naas) ad fogs (Frenchmen), 

Viade’s tale begins in / 
Paladin 1925. He works sa 
succesful textes mechan 
and marist prominent 
family, But when the 
Gemans bein rong 
al ens ino ghettos, the 
Spiegelman family sees 
ise beig tom apart At 
ne pon, nay poisons 
to death the Spigelnars 
fist m, ilu, rer han 
surrender him to the Nas 
‘od norte, the depray- 
ity and cruelty the surviving 
Spiegelnans must endure oly 
becones wae the gery 

But Maison abot one su- 
‘vor’ joumey trough the Holocaust’ 
also about Art’ deteriorating relationship. 
tha she two cnt ut heads 
verter respecte fess. And it 
oes help Art that ade’ suing 
‘rom aus maladies there's a paral et 
between Ves dex an is Holocaust 
story coming to an end tha ges the ene 
tale a smoldering sense of doom and 
ineiaity, dnd yet atthe same tine, 
there's a presalig fang of hope that 
comes fom having snived such 2 
teil ordeal 

‘Maus won crea and cam 
meri sueces for Spiegelman, 
whose work hes appeared inthe 
‘NewYork Ties Pybny, The New 
Yorker, The lage Voice and many 
ther pobizatons 1982 the Plier 
Price board eeated a special category to 
honor Spiegelna's work on th pro- 
ject and even tay, cretors ire 
aut as’ impact and pote. 
“Is sil he best work the meium has 


ever produced” notes Pedro and Me creator Judd Wick. “t's personal, is 
‘moving and itis one forthe ages hundred years from now, people wil stil be 
1 reading Maus” @ 


| This list was compiled and vaitien by Mel Caylo, Mike Cotten, 
Brian Cunningham, Pat McCallum, James McDonough, jim 
Mobauchlin, Casey Seijas, Matthew Semreich, Andy Servin 
and Jesse Thompson, 

Wanna bay all 100 TPBs? The majority can be found in 
‘your local comic store, Other out-of print Books can be found 
online or by attending a convention. 


Waasts the ORIGING (')'/1 3) 


ith Wolvorine-mania iding highrtin ever thanks tothe success of the Origin mini-series, the 
white-hotX-itles and the upeoming “X-Men” movie sequel, we thought itwas time the Canadian 
‘Gamsigkdchead gottiespodlight onthe silver screen, To that end, we're casting feature film based 
on the just completed Origin miniseries, which finally revealed Wolverine's background that’s been kept 
secret for over 0 years! Set at the turn ofthe 20th century, imagine a wildemess costume drama witha cast 
‘of some of Hollywood's hottest stars and you've got the perfect thid installment in the X-franchiset 


AUDITIONS 


OPEN 


Smith (“Dawson's Greek") possesses 
the brooding intensity needed to pul 
offthezole ofa young Wolverine, ake. 
Logan, a.ka. young james Howiet. Pi, 
‘Smith has the lean but athletic build 
necessary to play the stil-developing 
mutant madman. 


ALICIA WITT as ROSE. 

‘Alierately young and innocent yet 
strangely seductive, Rose, Logan's 
guardian, should be portrayed by an 
actress you can pull off both ends of 
the spectrum. We like Witt, who's 
been a good girl on “Cybill” anda 
sleazy seductress on""The Sopranos” 


COLE HAUSER 


Youneed a total badass to 


ANTHONY HOPKINS 


Hopkins will add amice touch of class and trie act- 
ing prowess as Logan's 

‘And we imour he's got the chops to play obsessive 
characters, as he excelled playing Dr. Hann 
Lecter in “Hannibal” and ‘Silence of te Lambs.” 


MICHAEL CHIKLIS 2 


ig Chis on 
"The Shield,” you kno 
Jed of scummy no-goodnikh 
Play. He'd be excellentas Cooks 
the grave-robbing skel who has 


take on Logan, and if you saw 


“Pitch Blact 


Hauser go toe-to-toe with Vin 
Diesel. Hauser's big, tough 

J and he owns a steely stare 
that's perfect to play Logan's 


Tongtime tormentor, 


Corbett (" 

Ex 

presence and the range to pull off the role 
of Smitty, the sensitive world traveler who 
takes Logan under his wing but steals Rose 
away in the process, 


MAYBE 


ETC WEAR You 


TV 


COMIN 


Actor Ben Affleck dons the Daredevil costume 


t's a wild summer in downtown Los 
Angeles: Hot chicks wearing leather, 
fheroes bounding rooftops, and even 

Stan Lee making an appearance. 

Those are just some of the ingredients 
making up “Daredevil,” the 20th Century Fox: 
release set for February 14, 2003 that brings 
Marvel Comics’ famed blind lawyer-by-day_ 
‘and hero-by-night to the screen, As things 
heat up this summer, "Daredevil" actor Ben. 
Affleck has donned his summer wardrobe— 
the Daredevil costume, 

“We're very pleased, Ben looks fantastic 
in the suit," said "Daredevil Producer Gary 
Foster of the 6-foot-8 actor, “He looks strong. He's got that 
superhero build. 

“ve been on the Intemet reading the talk-back on the 
costume, and i's been overwhelmingly positive, thank good- 


BEN AFFLECK 


‘zara ct wp wi cor Wickael Care Duncan, whe’ set porta the 
ingpa in the upconiog “Daredevi™ weve, Me's what he had to say about aking 
‘on the role of Marv baddest crime bas, 


UN Hes Won ik hi el ia us al he mols Ne ok ee 
ai touch im, He's a ig gy, but e's very agile ad be knows karate and su, 


Ti actualy old me was ta sell. | Rae ta get u to 340 pounds, and Tm at 325 
Tight now. ding Tt of Keay iting, hid | ha to ea five osx times aay. 
sock doa everying ww, and atin pad or 


‘om going to bring something else ttaliycifrent to is guy becase in the comic 
took, he was white witha bald bea. otis is ike an honor t me, blog an Atcan- 
‘American, tbe portraying the gy, ve always Wanted to be ikea Kingpin pe, where 
| pelt order everyone around, had forte fist ine, I don't Rave any makeup. min 
ica sts, have nica shoes, gold wachs, plan jel I smoke cigars and bare 
prety women aroand me S, yo iow, it's kino coal 


Iles) Oh ete, As! m JENNY PETERS 


ness," Foster said. “We ware respect tothe 
image, and when people see the film, they 
now why it's a good look.” 

Screenvaiter/direotor and former Dareder 
‘writer Kevin Smith certainly agrees, He ser 

what he called “a ton of awesome-lookin 
footage” while he was on set. “Isaw Affleck: 

Dp patting the nurt on a criminal, The film loo 
phenomenal. Mark and his director of photog 

raphy are shooting a beautiful, slick picture 

But filming is just part of the process; jon 
son, Foster and the rest of the film's produces 
rust now live up to a now-mighty Marve! fn 
legacy. “There's no qqestion that ‘Spider-Mar 
raised the bar," Foster said. “Tome, the success of ‘Spider 

fan’ is nothing but a positive for ‘Daredevil’ Tt continues 
build the Marvel brand, I'm very happy that it was su: 
Now we'll carry that ball.” MIM MCLAUGHLIN 


IGHREL CLARKE DUNCAN PLAYS THE KWWGPIN OF CRIME 


"a 


(emg eat esr al Se 


LEMOS Aleck tae le farce 
vr yong Dard. at eno fs eatn?™ | emai asain fc Uactde, “e's paling BO 
3 | iiapter er sae Sopra Mickel Kaen 


PNM ya Se bis tee 
ei So bas oe eh wit "Da 
rector Mk Stores Jahcen, earn a tanen 
Be in as a hrc ramed ac iy, ano | 
Se lgedary Mare aris. Sit plays afro 
sca hp 2 erp ea Urch, 


aT wt woe 


de eae 
ih a crtmperry fa. Bring lta sth tts | 
a be right ae la Bare,” note rode Gry 
"Hae oer etc” 


ONG OF THE PLL aca Solan opted fr Mal 
janie Boca. te Aenean star of “Tha Gea 
‘Wl ba Kp Cnain nic. ‘Ta 
hacen ih mag atin a” sail oben “He 
tae bate iftiVog eer gts abl Ca 


] Seki sms ot pgicaly and sex appea—or 
eta ola He trned Gane of ss ea ak 
Get A?“ st a eal ad sack 

sata” na "ayia 

rea ates, ase Bk is yn, ey camp: 
S ¢’ ee Ste ee 


Desigaer 
‘ctl nee ata ?, 


august 2002 @:t} 


Mer 


GETTING BACK INTO ‘BLACK’ 


sm ) 10M 


'gp’s something old, something new, something Black and 

something i 
When an obscure Malibu Comic gets to the screen and i 
becomes a sensation that qrosses $250 million, the mission 
is clear: Sequel! 

‘That's what'll happen on July $ when Columbia Pictures’ | 
“Men in Black 2,” the follow-up to the surprise-hit 1997 fea- : 
ture, hits screens. Original director Barry Sonnenfeld is 7 
pack, along with stars Tommy Lee Jones (Agent X) and Will : 
Smith (Agent J)—even though Sonnenfeld once swore the 
flick could never warrant a sequel. 

“Pon amazed to be here,” Sonnenfeld said from the set 
“I quess the first movie was pretty decent, I'm a little wor- 
ried we're going to be contpared to the first one, No one: 
Jmew what to expect. This time, we don't have that Inxury, 

Elements of the past definitely abound. The concept— 
a secret government agency that monitors the many : AM aUUa iE eeeapen Tiesssnt 
extraterrestials living on Earth—remains the same, as do 
the trappings. MiB's "Central Dispatch” at Kennedy 
Airport is shot on the exact same stage as it was in the first 
movie. And veteran Agent K, mind-wiped at the end of the ! 
first "MiB," is back é 
‘He's been working in a Cape Cod post office full ! 


of aliens,” Sonnenfeld chuckled, “All postal 
everywhere are aliens. Now you know why they're al: 
so crazy.” 

Bat the past has come back to haunt him, "Serleens core: 
back to Earth looking for this thing that K should have gi 
her 25 years ago, and she’s pissed," Sonnenfeld said. “Kis 
the only one who really knows how to stop her, but his men 
} oxy’s been erased,” 

Serleenais one of the new elements, an ali 
who controls plant life played by Lara Flynn Boyle 
Practice”), She's sot to pitnish the Earth, using the entire 
plant kingdom as a weapon, until she gets what she wants 
It's up to J to restore K’s memory and send Serleena pack 
ing. That's where an “MiB” staple—amazing special effects— 
} tales over. 

“Visual effects is the whole foundation where this mow 
rests,” said Visual Effects Supervisor John Andrew Berton} 
‘fn the world of feature films, things happen best the wa 
| the director wants them to happen. And this is what Bary 
vants...again,” UME 


on temptres 


ALIEN NATION Thar’ 
te cue rule for us poor Ea 


wizard #131 


TRAILERS... 


‘The WB networks offiialy ned on 
te athe "Binds of Prey” TV show as part ofits primetime neup start 
{gin Fal 2002 on Weehnesday nights t9 pn, Based onthe DC Comic 
of the same name, “Birds of Prey’ stars Dina Meyer (‘Beverly His, 
90210") as Oracle, Ashley Seott (Dark Ang’) as the Huntress and 


Rachel Skarsten (Virginia's Run”) as Black Canary. The three opea- 


fives eam upto ight rime in New Gotham fe years after he Joker 
fils Catwoman and cries Btn ho then beeomes Orac), to 
acts that send Babman into se-imposed ele. lan Ahererombie (Mr. 
Bf Pit on Sinfel’)wil play butler Ned, while Sheri Fenn (Twin 
BE Pezks) and Shemar Moore (The Brothers) aso stron the show, to 
be produved by Leta Kalgris ("Lara Croft: Tomb Rede”), Mike 
Teli, Bian Robbins and Joe Deol, 

T Direxor Guile de Toro (Blade 1) 
recently announced he would forgo directing “Blade Il in favor of 
ehing the l-action elo” feature fm because bah fs are 
shaded to shoot a the same tine, Helboy, rated by Mike Mignls 
for Dak Hore Canis the toy 
of deron conjured by Nai that 
‘becomes paranormal nestor 
focaseort US. goenment agency. 

Pow 
Entrainment, the mevi-ené-1V, 
Drodioneompany of Manel co- 
‘founder San Leg, asinked a deal 
for thee new Le concep tobe 
made into fins by MGM and 
Chejene Eerie, the produo- 
tion company operated by Bruce 
Wil teeny doing hat 
id inthe early dys of Marve com 
ing up with new concepts” Lee 
sad, "Te dference now is that 
instead of wring the srt me, we 
a detailed outing, and we go and et the 
best soreenwter.” One project is 
Fenians,” which Lee sid takes 
pace ina word where women are 
‘he dominant sx, and men ae jst 
ther subjects.” ightbi” follows 3 
woman who lads double fe, “it’s 2 
plot you havent seen before” Lee sai 
“There ae some unique hogs in her nam 
identity before you even get to the othe fe" But 
the ra jee of te deal may be “Double Man” 
sto betrected by Aone Fuqua, tof the sut- 


tures a James Bond-sque sy her. 


Gant sides 
are toking oer the wal With al 


te pe sd “Sean” y 
perhaps yourlba ened one 
of many gigantic inftable Spider-Man bow-aps. 
‘ten ron the wot at vais theaters. The int 
abl Shieys wer created by dame Alor’ Bang Dog 
Promos for Soy Entertainment. The gant bon-ups 
‘Wee constructed fam 388.600 square inches of vn 
coated mn and hed toate by 

120,000 individual stitches 


anprainatly 80 mies of tread! 
Spidey measres 80 fet tal by 34 

A et wide and veigts 40 ponds 
Cinsben’s Si 
and Saas yo fed pop- 


eres, bave been eponed fr fin, 
television and video game rights by 

[pf Tireshold Enertainment Threshold 

is unby Lary Kasi, prouer ot 

‘he "otal Kombat moves and TV 

serie, tink Lay sav the poten 

A) attr arr Ser Tre wit Sgt” 

‘ai Micha Use, the enti p= 

: oer of Wamer Bs! “Batman” 
ves, wha wl a serie as execute padicer forthe 
oem. roperties "And if you look atthe Souris with wis 
file toward the Kings then there's lt of reat 


rite suprised to ee thi follow the Mortal Kombat pahy 

wi a polenta feature maton picture, flowed by  ve-acon 

1V series, flowed by an animated TV sees” “Soran dreo- 

tor Wes Craven of Craven/Madelea Pictures has als sealed 2 

eal ta option Crosses sta The cent plan stor the ale 

af tn sorceress sisters out asa le-econ TV senes in the vein of 
“Bly, the Vampire Sayer” 

lofi: Frank Othe vie of Yoda othe re 


ect of te "Pones” mae esd on th nage mis overs ds 
vith ti pice detectives who imsintesuperpnwered crimes. 1 

Pes rove a meeting with him coming up, He wants to make the sept 
y] more the comic. He want to get ny feelings 0 that, and fm 
thle og bin tet sd Powers restr Bin Mitel Bends. 
-Aczrting to pubihed reports ames Maren, jos 

inthe {Me moves, sin negara party ttle character Jose 

BF casein te etm ada of Garth Eis Preacher sees fo 
OGMetg.., Universal Piss showing interes in opting Mike 
nets Herb & The Kies on nate prope.Top Cows 

Ine, sou top-secret itary excursion to Hel, hs been 


led Pere Spurr Pee me 


SUPERHERO SHOWDOWN 
Superhero games steal the show at E3 2002 


goths clone! mas e atack of the supe 
| eee 
Epo he ies sunoincuanys bigpe torh 
Amerian trade convention, Rtviaens Spider Men end 
BS de Verge hcre sions hon nas 
Fe esc rofl Gea yon 
tne dae cooco. Cae dolpactevetotan 
Foes aos tceu Fy ed loons aces ar 
introduced at this year’s show. Here’s a brief rundown. 


AQUAMAN (Publisher: TOK interactive; latorm: GAMECUBE, Xbox; 
Expected Release: Quarter 4 2002) DC's King of the sea uses hi 
cybemetic hook, submarines and fishy friends like sharks 
and killer whales to protect his undersea kingdom of 
Atlantis from classic baddies like [J 
Black Manta and Ocean Master. 


BATMAN: DARK TOMORROW Be 
(Wena; GAMECUBE, PS2, Xbox; 04 2002) cs 
Promising the darkest video ver- 

sion of DG's Dark Knight to date, 
this new title delivers the ultimate 


sader takes on Black Mask, Killer 
Croc and Mr. Freeze as he 

arches for clues surrounding 
‘Commissioner Gordon's mysteri- 
ous abduction, 


BLADE I (Aetision;PS2, Xbox; 042502) 
Featuring an all-new, fully 3-D fight- 
ing engine with awesome finishing, 
moves and an original storyline, 
this suckhead-stompin’ sequel cap- 
turesall the style and attitude seen 
in the movie version of Marvel's 
vampire killing badass, 


f type. At ast years stow, Gand 

Tet Auto il Fantasy X ond 

Lig son eral he oe, and each, 

et onto became carta is. So what were the 

tax games at is year's Expo? Here's fen we sa 
tha nal it the big nel 


BRUTE FORCE ote my 
‘aio wih iar people 


CONTRA: SHATTERED SOLDIER amt 
Back ois ty rai 


BUFFY THE VAMPIRE 
‘SLAYER (Becton ts; Xbox; 
8 2102) From film to TV to 
Dark Horse comic to pix- 
lized heroine. This Kbox- 
exclusive title lets Buffy 
fans live out their wildest 
fantasies (down, boys) as 
they take control of the 
super-sexy slayer in this 
third-person, vampire 


CUBE, PS2, Xbox; {1 2003) 
Inspired by such Frank 
Miller works as Elektra 
Lives and The Man With- 
out Fea, this fullroaming, 
3D action title features 
Marvel's blind superhero 
cleaning up the streets of 
NYCi= Helis tehen whe on the wall ofhi Hdnapped ‘unholy alliance 
comrade, Foggy Nelson. \ of archrival Lex 
: luthor and alien 
JUSTICE LEAGUE: INJUSTICE FOR ALL (Witay: Gane Eg warlord Darkseid, 
By Advance; 042002) Based on the successful Cartoon 
Network animated series, justice League lets play- 
exs suit up as Batman, Superman and the rest of f GAP TION (Accain; camecuae, 
comics’ greatest superteam in order to save GH 052, xbox; 04 2002) The for- 
the world from the villainous Injustice ‘mer hit Valiant comic lives 
League. There's also a top-secret, next- ‘on as a successful video game fran- 
‘gen Jl tile scheduled for 2008. % VE chise. Big is the best word to describe 
this latest installment in the series, The 
LARA CROFT, TOME RAIDER: THE 4 original dinosaur hunter Tal'Set has been 
ANGEL OF DARKNESS (Eios Interactive; swept into the dino-filled Lost Land, which 
P82; 04 2002) OK, technically Lara was a video- t means bigger enemies, bigger levels and—of 
{game character before she was ahit Top Cow p y" A course—bigger guns. 
comic, but are you gonna let that stop you a 
{rom enjoying this latest installment? Lara's gp 8 XoMEN: THE NEXT DIMEN- 
a fugitive on the run as she hunts down the Gaeta SION (ivi xMECUE, P32, Your 04 
‘Obscura Paintings, 2002) Like the stars ofits four-color, 
‘Marvel counterpart, Activision's popu- 
SUPERMAN: THE MAN OF STEEL (Ino- lar fighting series undergoes a “secondary muta- 
iyemes; Xba, Q¢ 2002) Featuring a more comics- tion” that includes a true 3-D fighting engine, 


ingpired take on DC's Last Son of Krypton, [ i interactive environments and multiple-level stages. 
this Xbox exclusive lets gamers defend 
Metropolis from the evil machinations of the X-MEN: WOLVERINE’S REVENGE (Aetision; GAME 


heartless Brainiac 18, CURE, GBA, PS2, Xbox (3 2003) Melding the best of both 

‘worlds, this movie/comics-inspired X-game writ- 
SUPERMAN: SHADOW OF APOKOLIPS (lnlo- (1) ten by former Wolverine scribe Larry Hama has the 

ames; PS2 (4 2002) Gamers get to relive all the magic NY) berserk Canuck taking on Juggernaut, Sabretooth 

ofthe acclaimed Warner Bros. Superman 'toon! Play- and the entire Weapon X program. 

ers control the Man of Steel as he goes up against the 


IM HE cm Oi TROID PRIME oats oecsa 
Uisey mets the a Samus Arn uns! 


iE es 
vistg ther boots. Wel faite ftom us to prevent them from doing tele 
So every pick opportny we ot, we tot mt JM 


i ense knock ‘em dea 


ishyou were the most povrerful man in the universe, 

ithe baddest bounty hunter in the galaxy or even able to 

pilot one ofthose Veritech fighter jets? Well, quit your jobs now, 
‘cuz what we saw at E3 will let you do just that! 


ate running rampant, ton ws Oo to asume the rol of 
Ash to save the day. Groovy! 


players relive all 
ness of the trilogy's first two films. Playable characters include 


POWER OF 
GREYSKUL 5 04 2002) Follow the most powerful 
man in the universe as he saves Eternia from Skeletor and his, 
cronies. Expect Diablo-stylo, sword-swinging action, vehic- 
ular combat, and a four-player mode. 


} ROBOTEC: 
Q4 2002) This faithful reproduction of the groundbreaking 


animated series ets fans strap themselves into a transformable 
‘Veritech fighter to battle Zentraedi inv 


RDI 
abungal Amerie’ favonte d 


's" enigmatic bounty hunter, Jango 
Fett, gamers joumey to the seediest locales of the Stax Wars uni 
‘verse while on ajob to bringin the leader ofa mysterious cult 
dead or alive, HIND 


> 
RESIDENT EVIL ZERO tau comcaeo? SHINOB! cvs WAR OF THE MONSTERS cag sn 2 
Prequel premises grr gti. Te uasteppable sper is bck! ts Ranzage for be new miriam. 


Drool over cool toy lines PEUENet at Tokyo Toy Sue 2002 6 


1 


74 hayo gozaimasu!: 
That's how you say 
helloin Japan, but we 


said goodbye to our sister magazine, 
ToyPare, and sent ’em overseas to get. 
the scoop on the wonder toys of Japan. 


GUNDAM 
As long as Japan exists, there will be 
new Gunciam toys. Here are a few of the 
action fiaures and vehicles. (Bandai) 


KINNIKUMAN 

‘The new show is ont in Japan and coming 
Stateside this fl, but Japan will have these 
Swanky siper-noseable figures soon, Both 
the oviaina! and Second Generation 
vyrasslers get the treatment. Bandai) 


MARVEL KUBRICKS 
Toy fans have been going gaga for 
Medicom's KUBRICKs, and KUBRICKs 
are going gaga for everything. Up next 
ate everybodiy's favorite Marvel super- 
heroes! (Medicom) 


‘AH! MY GODDESS 4, Sunda 2. Marvel Kabriks 4, Tre Gales 

Fan-fayorites, the tree goddesses Urd, 5. Kd Heats 6, Sar Moon 

Skuld and Belldandy appear in Py 

heavenly third series form thanks #% ‘Transformers are making a global come- 

to these Yellow Submarine figures. ws back, and Takara, maker of the original 

(fama) : Oph sssstcrmors, produces his Negation 
Sn. | (left) as part of the assault. (Takara) 

KINGDOM HEARTS Scie) | ROBERT BRICKEN 

The video game from Disney and ge hee 

Squaresoft is a smashing success in 

Japan, and toys had to happen. Here 

are the main characters Sora, Riku and 

Kain (Tomy) 


SRILOR MOON 

Hotchal You can't pose ‘em, but Sailors 
Mars, Samm and Mercury have never 
lonked this good, Part of a whole Sailor 
state series! (Kotobukiya) 


TRANSFORMERS 
Hot in America, hot in Japan. The 
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Asian model debuts manga-sty 
traight from the Philippi n 
style comic book about the adventures of an Asian 
‘schoolgirl whose wacky nightmares come crash- 
ing through fo the real world. Looscly based 
Coronado's real-life experiences, Banzai 
Girl debuts as a mini-series in 
BI August from Sirius Comics, and 
oc rac achisen al te 
gallery featuring Coronado 
dressed as her comic book 
Tee oe 
spoke with the 22-year-old 
Geaior, nor based in Ohlo 


Wizard recently 


WIZARD: You're also a model and 
beauty contestant, What made 
‘youwant to cteate acomic? 4 
CORONADO: Modeling and 
Pageants paid for college, 
While in school, ! attended 
Bia “Creating Com 
Seminar that (yniter and agent] 
David Campiti of Glass House 
Graphics taught in Ma 
[Pislippines}, and I learned so much in 
those three days that was drawn back. 
Who is “Banzai Girl"? 
“Banzai Girl” Jinky Coronado is a gal of three worlds— 
just doesn't know it yet. She has recurring nightmares 
about being a princess who saw her 
father murdered in her arms; she 
has others of being a futuristic free- 
dom fighter. Both nightmares unfold 
giving clues to solve the wild, 
strange problems in her real life. 
‘Where do you get your ideas? 


‘My fol The concept is my life “to the 


Nth degree’—the characters in the 
story are everyone I know! It has a 


manga-influenced style, fun charac. 


of action, prety pictures, 
shadowy monster, wid settings, acool 
sorta the star 


Hiso,1dan'tde this hock solo: Michael 
Kelleher colors it—brilianty! Matt Thorapson letters it. And f 
anal) helps me ton: | 


Wilken “Wunan" Tortosa [Bate ofthe 
ish the art. Their efforts are inspirational, 


Any ambition to tum “Banzai Girl” into a multi- jf 


media stax? 
Wouldn't that be nice? Besides the official www. 
BanzaiGirljinky.com Website, there are prints, 
Tahirts, hongs(), mouse pads and stickers in the works, 
and a proview book is now ont, My siste 
and I are recording some songs that might become a CD. 
Bf After that, who knows? ll MEL GAYLO 
a lamepenameaaee 
MEET JINKY AT WIZARD WORLD 


CHICAGO JULY 5-7! | 
porn stereoria ancora EE Sctett i 
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comic § 


Michelle, J 


ANIME NATION in 2 gown nation ht rine sly conway he 
ey, faring inhi, SE Eas ATION Chel il debt Aichi” 
anita presen 9 Gira enn ey ya idl The now J 
int esto ont iol tito oe 
andy he chawel let 
the restored version of 
"Aira," whieh was vel 
reed tear n heats 
olla 


DEADLY CONTEST ANY Fins ling a const to fans chines tb 
apartaf he uncon, aine-iened prado Lady Dest based 
athe pol ies! Caio chr On grand pwn ee 
pare ibe ont one ofthe key gravestones in the fly, sy a 
‘ge 1 otigna soimaton cel st-up of the scene signed by the producers, Te 
eae fas rst dhe very om tone edt th he = 
cial entry fron, avslable for downloading and printing from 
ve avis sam. Enis st be posmaked by uy 13,2002, 

| 
| ‘OM, YU-GI Kids Pokémon” “Dann” has partnered wth FUNimation 
(CUragon Bal 7) astute ome viens of i sit anne ees, 
‘uO inte Ute Sts Fash be aang the ies sie 
Tat ax yar when he pou show-abot a high coe sta wa ays 
a trading card gare whee he bates ppnets wih itd Relly Motes 
fist deste Te fist lesson bt VS and IND wi appear is fal 


FUN IN A BOX Speaking of Kis, the 
entertainment company recenty unveiled 

is Souda orig progam fl ep 

forFo bbe he Fx Bote ep 

shou ple enn ens hea 

“Ujtramen Tiga” “Kitby® and 
“oikumar: iat Maso ae al 

an the sobedul, with “Kirby? and 
“Aik bth eng wie ding 

the book “Utrnan Thais oe of 4 
tea of peeps wh eps the Earth safe fo eet Hy” 
teed on the ol intend iden gare tract, abot pk rand 
crate that asthe abit o minis openent’ mites. nora” 
isn etrtaning Sry shout pa-ame estes. 


J NEW LOOK Former ét-com comic company eigoANGA (wn. 
‘manga.om) has resin tse fo a esas it an teed 
mela comply: eooMANGK: ENGLISH COWS san of arises 
dished in TP and ehook form, le ep ANGA: ANIME i wesy 
‘abl TV shown Sin Fano that are ie-thred muse ves wit 
‘today’s mati 


OBOTOON Cartoon Newokisin 
negotiation to debut @brand- 
ve Transfers T sets is 
fol, The program Sao be 
teed on Deen Pe 
Trnstemers: Amada com, 
ich se debs in Jl. Mare 
‘on tis 2s information develops. 
THE WIZARD STR 


The book may be called Ruse, bu ther’ 
nodeception at work here;it's ahellofanentertaining read. | 

Entertainment is the primary agenda when it comes to 
the interaction between the two main characters. Starring 
a Vietorian-era sleuth named Simon Archard and his beau- 
ftiful assistant, Emma Bishop, Ruse tells a rollicking tale of : 
two adventurers caught up ina series of strange events in ! 
the city ofPartington,a fictional metropolis modeled after 
9th-century London that exists on CrossGen’s Earth, 

‘The quarrelsome chemistry kicks off in grand fashion in ? 
the first four-issue storyarc, as readers meet Simon, a 
Sherlock Holmesian detective who's become bored withthe 
mundane crimes he's accustomed to solving. Emma, awornan 
‘with Sigil powered omnipotence tha she hides from Simon 
and the world at large, joins him on his adventures while con- 
stantly trying to prove that she's a capable partner, 

That conflict between the two sleuths— 
imagine a cross between “Moonlighting” 
and “Remington Steele” with Vic- 
torian costumes—sets up s 
a marvelously dynamic 
relationship. Simon's ano- A 
nonsense man of ~ 
reason with a 
biting dry wit; 

Emma's more than his 

equal, but is treated like a common 

lackey. Thanks to their gibing inter- 

play, Ruse serves up some of the 
snappiest banter you're likely to 
read in comics. 

"I think one of the reasons 
people like the book is tha it's 
funny and fun to read,” relates 
series writer Mark Waid. “I's 
like one of my favorite 
movies ofall time, Double 
Indemnity’"That dialogue 
isjust electric, realy in 
tolisten to. I try to do 
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STAND BACK Snen Achar maybe te presi cinesokerin is, 
bute shout ad Emma lakhs nearly maths cn 


the same in Ruse," 
But Ruse isn’t just fun to read it's also great to look at, | 
thanks to penciler Butch Guice and the rest ofthe at team. 
Inspired by his love of early Sunday comic strips like Teny | 
& the Pirates, Guice decided to experiment with the layouts, 
designing spreads to look and xead like a Sunday strip. 
“Alter that frst two-page spread in issue #1, I never 
went back,” explains Guice. “Ilove the 1930s and ‘40s 
adventure strips, so I thoroughly enjoy the cliffhanger 
approach, just one thing after the other.” 
And aside from Guice’s dynamic layouts, there's plenty 
ofsaucy eye candy to keep the sex appeal factor high, 
especially if you've seen the way Guice renders the 
female form, notably Erama and her 
» nemesis, Miranda Cross, 
“Twas rather surprised we got 
so mich attention on therm, con: 
sidering how much is hidden 
behind the Victorian dresses," 
EE) laughs Guice. “There are a lotof | 
fans who enjoy these ladies, 
Py Wy 20h ttinsitnasmores 
YZ YA) with the personality and 
Bd) the characteristics invested | 
» in them, Iget to do alot of 
Sg) stull with facial expres- 
Gf) sions and body language, 
which Iget into." 
Getting readers nto 
the series wasn'thard, 
thanks to the first 
mystery-laden stor- 
‘yare. Simon and Emma's 
humdrum routine 
ff ‘akes a sharp detour 
when the enigmatic | 
Cross visits Partington, 
Wielding the same type of 
mystical power as Emma, 
Cross enslaves the 


WAIT: DONT SPEAK. 
FOR A MOMENT. L WISH 
INTHE WARM 


minds of Partington’s top citizens as a first step toward world 
domination, It's this kind of devious dilemma—and the 
presence ofa true criminal mastermind—which invigorates 
‘Simon's spirit, driving him to embark on this daunting case, 

“Ruse certainly started out asa detective story and there 
will certainly always be those elements init" notes Waid. 
“But to be honest, the further we get into i, it's alot of fun 
playing with the grand, bizarre adventure stuff. I love this 
whole feeling of ‘anything can happen.’ 

Inthe current arc, Emma and Simon are hunting Simon's for- 
‘mer assistant, the mysterious Lightbourne, who tured up in 


issue #6 trying to kill his ex-employer ina Houdini-like water 


trap. From there, Simon and Emma embark ona worldwide tip, 
‘journey that takes them tothe village of Telestroud, which 
may or may not be home to a clan of vampires. 

AAs for Lightbourne, expect him to be a constant thom in 
Simon's side, even when he's not the main villain ofthe story 

“Thate to use the M-word, but Lightboume is very much the 
Moriarty to Simon,” explains Waid, making reference to the 
classic Sherlock Holmes enemy, Professor Moriarty. “We will 
do the complete story behind Lightbourne and Simon and 
\whathappened between them. The Sigil plays an important part 
inthat.” 

That's not to say Lightbourne will be the only bad guy 
‘vexing Simon and Emma, In issue #11, readers will meet the 
‘Consortium of Greed Manservants, “a supervillain team made 
up of every butler Simon’s ever put away,” quips Waid. And 
don't be surprised to see the retum of Miranda Cross "some- 
time around the end of Year One,” hints the soribe. 

AAs forthe surprising fan reaction and sales numbers Ruse 
continues to generate, Waid’ left scratching his head. “When 
someone said write a detective story set in Victorian 
England, Ithought, ‘Well this'll be fun, butno one will read 
itl" he laughs, “Maybe some readers have had enough of 
superheroes for awhile.” ll ANDY SERWIN 


Columbo, Remington Stele, Magnum, P-these chumps have 
nothing on Simon Archar, 

ven though Simon works asa detective in CrossGen's Ruse, 
the overall theme of the book is more ofa grand, globetrotting 
adventure, However, Simon stil finds time to nab the occasional 
thiet or murderer, Here's a look at some of Simon Archard’s 
reatest detecting feats, 


s SION On the fist page of Ruse 4, th Prtngton 
px nee Sep ig ae re 
ressman Cares X 
Victor. fer glane- 
ing at some mun- 
dane items-a snow 
shoe, a belows, a 
buttered piece of 
‘bread-Simon tums 
tothe room full of 
specs and picks out the uty pay: itr partner, Edmund Mur= 
chand (although is never explained exactly how Sinn kn) 


AT Just 
seconds after making his aval 
at a grand society function, 
‘Achar ats the ber ote 
ing fro the ents ofthe pary= 
goers and passing the ables 
to is partner ouside. istiuts 
fail to ensue; Sinn simply tps 
the lukles orek, fing the 
scheme, (Ruse #1) 


[DEAD END? When the death of ne of Son's operates gets labeled 
‘ace, he sath tows manos inthis ra at ifn When 
he retrieves them later, he discovers that the man was actually pol- 
sone, ruling ot the accidental death! (Ruse #3) 


While ying to 
‘prove the magician Corradina is 


ci mastemindLightboune, Sinan 
ons a strjacket and locks him- 
self into @ Houdini-Ske water trap to 


methods, Dont worry; Simon 
escapes and press pit nthe 
proces! (Rise #8) 


WILL HAPPEN Even when he's not on the case, 
Sinan anaes fi murs on! White ote tint Tl 
stroud tracking Lighthourne, Simon's the target of an assassination 
by an old man with a poisoned blow dart. But Simon fois the mur- 
der attempt when he accidentally canks the codger on the head 
with Emma's casmetios case, causing the assassin to swallow his own 
dart! (Ruse #7) MAS 


30 DAYS OF NIGHT 


WHEN VAMPIRES INVADE A SMALL ALASKA TOWN, CAN TWO 
POLICE OFFICERS STOP THE IMPENDING BLOODBATH? 


Crazy like a vampire. 

‘That's exacly who'sattracted to Barrow lke a “Girls Gone 
‘Wil” camera crew to Bourbon Street. Butit'snot just one varn- 
pire, but a legion of em, ready to feed on the thick blood of 
the township. The only thing standing between Barrow and 
the coming onslaught are Sheriff Eben Olemaun and his 
‘wife/deputy, Stella 

“They're native Eskimos, very much nove and they enjoy 
their work,” explain series writer Niles. “They're sher- 
iffand deputy ina town where the worst thing'to deal 
‘with is illegal alcohol, so they're completely 
imprepared for something like ths. The vart- 
pire attack happens so quickly that they have 
torely solely on their wits.” 

Tmade the mistake of reading issue #1 to 


THRE, DART inte om of Ban, Masa te wit ass 
aod tan amar of at eg th 
tes pie aarp Shen gon a hen sto pi Sg of 
ilu tw ea abil pon 
eto to a ner acs ana a ser? 
DOVA LUKE? series wer Sve ies, wo tas nay 
epi om segs ie nd Fe st: 
Se Cape he Tg to wih ares” 

DIDJA KNOW? bspiaioe anes toa omnes 
eye act. Fe ie tame ona al branes 
pa ito ace a tam ald ar Asta 
hues ma dig tt ates eli. “nsx ng farang ed 
(hi ate, ey ld pay ik, Wo, elders ie cain” 


‘The worst vacation spot in the world? 
It's not the Middle East, Riker's Island 
Prison or the Mississippi backwoods. 
It's the sleepy town of Barrow, Alaska. 
After reading Steve Niles and Ben 
‘Templesmith’s 30 Days of Night 
from Idea + Design Works, it's 
clear that there's not much going 
for the northernmost neighborhiood 
in North America. Once the sun sets, 
‘on November 17, it doesn't rise again 
for over two months. As you might 
‘guess, the temperatures in Barrow 
ange from bitter cold to absolutely 
fippin’ freezing. Add in that—horror 
of all horrors—alcohol is illegal in the 
stiow-covered community, it's safe to 
assume you won't catch me book- 
ing a fight to Barrow anytime 
soon. Yup, you'd have to 


‘cure insomnia late one night, but rather 
than hiling me to dreamland, it had me 
flinching at noises made by the wind. 
) Niles, who's no stranger to horror 
‘thanks to stints on image's Helspawm 


be crazy to consider the at 
sleepy Alaskan towna @MUTVR Tone uae) 
vacation hot spot. in dans for oer a mnt, a hade of 


Varies prepares to fe... 
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{OW Deut Stele Okaun fishes off the seut vane forte encning 


otiuke mason 


and adaptations of works by horror masters Clive Barker and 
HarlanElison, spins a terrifying tale with soenes that make your 
skin cram His ever-arrogant vampires are tily spine chiling, 
like when a vampire tells the two police oficers tha his brethren 
‘will “pick you offand strip the meat from your bones .yon are 
soled!” 

However, Niles also excels at writing the loving and 
realisticrelationship between Eben and Stella. As they watch 
the last sunset for months, Eben plays the typical guy role, 
‘trying to squirm out ofhis wife's embrace. Stella responds, 
“You ever want to have sex again?” 

Meanwhile, Australian painter Templesmith matches 
‘Niles’ foreboding tale with dark images and the freakies!- 
looking vampires seen since “Nosferatu.” In the cliffhanger 
of the first issue, Sheriff Olemaun peers through his binoc- 
tars ata glow on the horizon, and realizes that a family of 
rabid vampires is staring back at him—from a distance ofa 
fow miles, It gives me chills just thinking about it, 

In upcoming issues, Niles promises to get right to 
the action. 

“tn the second issue fout in Joly], 1do atime jump and get 
right to the camage,” hints Niles, “Everybody's trapped 
and the situation is as bad as it can possibly be. Different 
factions of vampires star to show up, and it st gets ual.” 

Above all else, 30 Days of Night reads like a horror 
movie—a great horror movie. Ifyou thirst for something 
that's guaranteed to scare the pants off you, you've gotta 
pick this series up. But take my advice—read it with the 
lights on. 


D Niles and Templesmith give a whole 
new reason to be afraid of the dark (and small towns for 
that matter) with 30 Days of Night. Brooding vampires, 
isolated paranoia, incredible art--this series has itll 


@ 


Hf you ike 30 ays of Might, then be sure to give these books. 
a shot, to, All items shipping in July unless atherwise note, 


PRISON BREAK There's absolutely 
nlkng fier than prison, Okay, maybe 
but after eading Chip Zarhy’s The 
Goleted Prison Furies you may neler 
again look ata stint in the pen the 
same vy. 
‘erty las he vase owe 
and draw Prison Funnies after sning 
‘month sentence in a Canaan prison 
(ci ora bares prank played on en 
exgitriend when | accasted her while 
weaing amas” While what hin says 
ay oo necessary be tre (thik), one 
thing's for certain, Pson Funnies is 
iin Whether ts Johny san (a s- 
lessasns) singing hay tue nfs uta, othe cole PU tabs 
ation fe, yo canbe that Za’ one ok ela A comedy oe but 


LBP silioe it 


‘Toor a copy, colest $39 and vst www stevetasticcom/prison 


1/DARE VAL You've gta pick up the 
seoond volume of Triple Dare from 
‘erative Cones. It features thre 
‘0-page stores hy alteratve staples 
Jans Kochalk, Tom Hart and Mick 
Berto, $2.95, Visit www.indy 
orld com fr mre if. 


MORSE MORSELS Who's the hotest 

inde creator in comios? Apparent this 

moth Soot Mors. In ato to ates 

of Mage ikl (On Press) and Ancient 

cle (Oar Horse) beng released, Mose 

als makes his debut at Marvel onthe 

la lings and Eofo mies. Vist 

‘wwrw.marvel.com, wow.onipress.com and www.darkhorse 
‘comics. com for more ino 


BE NATURAL Let your chums know you're thinking about them 
by sending them an Crumb posta Denis Kitchen Publishing offers 
up the Mr Natural Posteard Bonk eon- 

faining 24 posteards staring Crumbs 

‘misunderstood mast Mr. Natural, who 

coffers lok into his mind as well 

mmentary onthe modem world Vist 

‘www.denisktehen.com, $1195 


TRADE 


‘A GENERIC WRITE-UP Hey, you! apna 


You read about te series in Ward 


ff #121, now go out and buy the Generic 


Trade Paperback (collecting the first 


five issues of Generic Comic Boo) for 


$895: t laughs atthe word of super 
heroes and comies in general AND il 
sake you crack up Vist won. comics 


conspracy.com fr more info. m¢S 


LATE BOOKS UNLAWFUL? 


{as Marvel shipped more than $6.2 million worth of late 
books during a recent eight-month period? One retailer 
said yes, and he's determined to do something about it. 
When books ship late, ders losing, 
| interest and sales decreasing. Ifa publisher doesn't accept 
refums, retailers are left with stockpiled, unsold wares. 
Brian Hibbs, owner of Comix Experience in San Francisco, 
led a class action lawsuit in New York on May 6, alleging 
Marvel wasn't abiding by its contractual agreement with 
amond Distribution and retailers nationwide. the 
terms of sale, retailers wore allowed to return books that 
| | shipped more than 90 days late, but Hibbs claims Marvel 
refused to code such books as retumable. 
“Their contract says in black-and-» 
{late] books are returnable, but they're not,” said Hibbs. “It's 
# abreach of contract. 

Reportedly, Man 
policy to disallow such 
ppast two years when the earlier contract, 

By filing the lawsuit, Hibbs is in effect suing Marvel on 
behalf of all 3,500+ American comic retailers, The New York 
Supreme Court will determine ifthe suit has merit as a class 

} action. Ifnot, Hibbs as an individual could stil sue. 

Ina statement, Marvel Editor-in-Chief Joe Quesada said 
1'm not going to argue the legal merits of Brian's 
wrsuit since itis a subject for our legal department. What I 
ccan talk about is the sad and unfortunate timing in which B 
decided, better yet cal 
announced his lawsuit the Monday after 
released, BJA 


ey run the risk of 


hte terms that those 


| recently amended its terms of sale 
urns, but Hibbs’ lawsuit covers the 


‘inplace. 


Nat only has the “Spider-Man” 
flick broken several box office records, but Spidey 
has four books inthis month's top 10 and has made 
the cover of TIME magazine! Spidey mania has aio 


I perately search for copies of Amazing and Peter 

' Parker complet the colertons Even te issues 

pra the Michel Stacy nd Pal ekins 

runs have become highly sought-after, namely 
Peter Parker #29 with its “movie-sh” caver. 

® ‘Thanks to heavy exposure 

fromthe "Buce Wayne: Murderer” and “Bruce 

4) Wayne: Fugit stoins, he lol lates of 

Birds of Prey are curren eraing unpree- 

dented sales success. hus, te “Birds of Prey" 

TV show as been picked pn artis Sete 

tm the WB, expect the profi acme to 

fyb 

® Od Transformer, 6. Joe 

and ThundeCats issues wer all bargain bin 

I ters yas art ag, bit thanks othe 

stpmable fre that ss mana jut okt 

ther ries non! Dont be afad to scoop up 

copies of Ram, Secours or even Muppet Babies, 


on DOWN NOW! 


iT 


BREAK 


YEAH, IM 
THe BLADE pez 


A B 


¢ D 
(OPENING]WEEKEND[GROSSES}EOR| 
[MARVEICOMICSTEILMS 


joward the Duck’ in 1985-$51 milion 
B: “Blade” in 1998-$17.1 milion 

Men” in 2000-8575 milion 

Spider-Man” in 2002-$1148 millon 


DAMMIT, 
ROM-- 
WHERE'S: your 
You eer ona seemingly bok could tum S2/ON7= 
ios 
ol! Wel, probaly not Meppe bis. 
Fars crt get enough Fank Che's 

‘creator-awned strip-turned-series as issues #2-4410 all take 
bump up in ie hs month, The combination 
of sophomoric une, hy arimal raters 
(cing Cho ims asa monkey?) and ne 
VERY hot animal psychologist has readers 
@ seurying to comp collections. 

G's 150th annvereary 
isu made sbtatlep up th charts month, 
cling whopping 18 a! Lang as iced as 
le Rayer used the power of his newty moti ring 
tncrete a t of ft Guaar othe Ure. 
o 
inate Mane Tea Ups mr, an Captain 
Morel are Mangere and Mae Kgs 
areal struggling, Hopetily, Captn Mal 
wil reverse this Marl” curse when it 
lubes ter his year wih a en #1, 
aster Ptr Oi competes wt ane 
10 il Jens cn Maile in a fae 
decided “Best tytn” compton 


Ca 


4A TRANSFORMERS #1 ooron cover) 


WATER: Chris Sarracini 
GRfe| AAS: Pat Lee & Rob Armstrong 
4 ‘aly seems fhe everyone jt cat get enh 
af te Robt in suse, a fh seca month 
inary, Toes: Boot Oe #4 tops the 
resigns "ot 10. Hower, when Dee 
rela hich nebo fd, supercool 
‘et (2500 cps wee pte), the abt 
fonds wee oped cs an mee seu, 
and tg wp the pre oS yo cn cp, 
its dently wort te neste, LAST MONTE: 


[P] Wizard, by staying in touch with hundreds of retailers throughout the country, keeps a close eye on the 
PAY hottest back issues. These are the books ringing the registers this month. 


WAITER: Mark Mila 
ARTISTS: Bryan Hitch & Andrew Cuntie 
Inst weve nts ft "ei bs 
ours Hr es ine, t sees hh 
ree rere by eck of Ui ,h 
ade te ake of ing bck he rig 


BI ec, he tik mit eat fey 


ein, seats oe tle in abet tis eg 
focmor tian $5 pop sore sas Te 
rity no sons of the Ultimate ne. slowing doo, 
sing soa AST MONTH: MA. (NT RATED) 


SINCREDIBLE HULK #34 
WAITER: Bruce Jones 

ARTISTS: John Romita fr & Tom Palmer 
At tthe drop fom st mony fol yo; Jes and 
Roots rs on ele Auk contest be oe of 
the atest kes in tom, 2d hs, teste where a 
began, cnioes oe a bck mart sce, Be reo 
hop abr th bi ree frit rin we ya sil can, 
UST MONTH: 2 


e€OMIC BOO 


WAITER: Brian Azzarello 
Q) ARTIST: Richard Corben 
Lately apr jt wod e a"ht 10" st 


represen fm Mel MA Ine, at Ce jt 2 
Fes bee ta fe opens ot ny 

fans and colechrs coring an Azad Caters 
hetiofabdows tal, but Cope has become gute te 
Condy, th a caret pice a of $8 LAST MONTH 6 


WATERS: Geoff Johns & James Robinson 
ARTISTS: Rags Morales & Michael Bair 
obs and bins THA (hats “Tanagarian Wh 
Att these lacking Kone of te stp) 
‘sarah cult dam charter th OU, and ith 
ond eso. Atal Jaheim Conan it ings? 
and what’ possly cnr hon Hedonan techng punks 
2 ssn wth tht mace of is? LAST MONTH: 5 


G PETER PARKER: SPIDER-MAN #29) 
WRITER: Paul Jenkins 

ARTIST: Charlie Adlard 

Who dn just secon Wher ishing oe 
fon? Cactus re sting opick wp hs so Per 
Perse st nh cra, ich inks nl 
te a cert scene facet sme te 
You skus thigh we dnt ene is sc fo Te 


‘Scop Kg’ at al Oh we. LAST MONTEL 


7 TEEHAGE MUTANT NINIA TURTLES #1) 
WAITER: Peter laird 

ARTISTS: jim Lawson & Peter Laird 
toes jou eu te by Tansee #1 spt and 
ow THN lig te #7 spo 8s nso bch 
0.5 of cot fT utr prt gd fing 
oat acpy of TNT, Yas a bt ll 
Coren ug at $d bet jor hel on sok 
ong nn pic LAST MONTH: HA, 


SBATMAN/DEATHBLOW 31 
WRITER: Brian Azzarello 
INTISTS:Lee Bermojo & Tim Bradstreet 
seers ie ths srs as it al-te white wg @ 
‘er, the seta onet art of Bem px 
Bon and Deathlon, the tat mths ne DO) 
and WidStom U, spect! New tha is ack 
lit apr that. Batman Deabow as cme fi 
cel ina colt’ eyes AST MONTH: IR 


CAPTAIN AMERICA #1 

WRITER: John Ney Rieber 

ARIST; John Cassaday 

Now ths isthe wy Cp stl be riter-tking on rel 
wo poles ad techn tts ales they wet 


rt) drectin Cap as ten. ik ths one op a wile 
its letting $4, LAST MONTH 


j | th fit print sald ot ren withthe scan ri tis 
lee SRR | ronan et “Foti back ism LAST MONTH: 7 


TO BIRDS OF PREY 41 


WAITER: Chuck Dixon. 
ARTISTS:Rick Leonardi & Jesse Delperdang 
Majoras he "ce Ware: igi” st 2 
he in tis ptr sue of i of Pry, nd Bm 
fi foe Wo the hin rend numbers. Lik 
‘alet, DC leased ring inet 


mie to comics what Heather Locklear is to Melrose Place. She's Emma Frost, a.k.a, the White Queen and 
possibly the most controversial X-Men member ever. Why? Put yoursolf in her shoes and see if you can guess 
how the #1 super-bitch in comics got out of these sticky situations 


1, Ho do you use your telepathic powers 
when panicky reporters on the verge of 
becoming a mob suround the X-Mansion 
‘and want mutant blood? 


2. The proper response when someone 
J)} smashes your nse, ruining $2,000 worth 
of deat past surgery is..2 


3. What caused Emma's timely ret a 
the KMansion and gave her the opprtnity 
to snap Casandra Word's neck? 


4, What telepathic piosophy was the White 
{Queen teaching in Gnosha before the Sentinels 
‘wiped everyone out? And bonus eed for naming 
‘the subject of ther psychic scans! 


5. When Ms. Frost gid ber new 
monde strength and innlerabity, what 
store id she want o rsh of o and why? 


| tert nt oa 
repre represent 


OF THE 
GUESS THE NAME & ORIGIN OF THIS MONTH'S LOSER 


AL an ety age, lo 


tahovtch was subjected. to 


nmense song and pow 
nha 


‘tant, and at a young age, he 
ny gala, erga Sight power, including telescopic 
dof om to am the galty ¥ beams that e uses asthe mutant 
‘ued spread wisdom asthe aesome CONTEMPLATOR! 
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THEHOTSEAT 


: Be [his Month Featuring: 


YANCY BUTLE 


STAR OF THE TNT SERIES “WITCHBLADE” 


u 


I get that all the time. I's great. I zemember one guy said, “You're my favorite 
actress!” I was like, “What?” You get all kinds of stuf. 


CATCHING 


Yeah, 1 do alot of my own stunts, but the only time I've really been hurt was 
‘when I busted my toe and that was just from running down the street. 


(Long pause] | banged my head once, too, 


{Laughs] For that ight scene, we were suspended in harnesses and fighting in 
front of a green screen, We had some mechanical problems and I almost cut 
his head oft 


No, that would have been bad. Who ever thought I'd be fighting Roger Daltrey 

though? 

THE LOVIN’ 

SPOONFUL 

That's it BOYOU 
BELIEVE IN 


It's all too familiar, My dad’s in the [pop group] Lovin’ Spoonful. 


John Lennon and Yoko Ono actually bought a bunch of our furniture 
when we moved. I think Yoko still has a bed my dad made, 


listen to everything, Van Morrison and Vivaldi, Nelly Furtado, 
all kinds of stuf... Creed! 

{Laughs} If1 got two I wouldn't have the Michael Jackson look 
But would Ibe twice as powerful? 

Too bad. 

Uh..1'd like to communicate with people through my head. 
Exactly 


Twas a huge Wonder Woman fan. 


Oh, Idon’t know. She's got two bracelets and I've only got 
one glove, I'd pay money to see it. 


‘Oh, Iused to love Catwoman, too. She was my favorite. I always 
played her at school. I used to beat up people to play her. I loved her 
Claws...[actress] Eartha Kitt was the best 


[Groans] Do we have to talk about those? 


Uh...Fancy Yancy, Yancy Butter. That's all 'll give you. Oh, and Butt-head. 
MIKE COTTON 


G2) wizard #131 


